St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
September 5, 2021 Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Off to work
Way back in my junior year at Marist High School, it was time for me to get a job.
As fortune would have it, an uncle of mine owned an Italian restaurant not far from
Marist. As a matter of fact, he is still in the business, though not in the same space
as he had. I don’t honestly think that anything I did as chores around the house,
nor any sort of homework, could have prepared me for becoming a dishwasher in a
restaurant, even if it was family owned. It was nothing like washing dishes at
home. The big difference? Time. I just needed to move faster at the restaurant than
I ever did, trying to keep up with the pace of business in the dining room. At home,
I could take my time. It was one of the harder jobs I ever did; however, it also
taught me about the value of hard labor. And I am certain that there are many
other jobs that are more difficult than dishwashing, but that job was just a “foot in
the door” position. I had two other fast food jobs, but I could never cut the mustard.
(Ha ha)
Most people in my circle of friends know that if I had a dream job in my younger
days, I would have played professional baseball – preferably for the Cubs. But no
one is going to go very far if you didn’t play high school or college ball, no matter
how much I kept playing and staying in shape in my home town of Midlothian. Any
position, any time – I wish I would have coined that phrase.
I thought about teaching Math, but something didn’t add up.
I thought about being an actuary, but the probabilities were pretty low.
I actually worked in two warehouses over the course of six years and was in the
very best shape of my life. I was good at what I did, but something else was at work
in my soul. Warehousing, shipping, and receiving was not where God wanted me to
be. That was a hard lesson because, just before I actually applied for the seminary,
I was going to be promoted to a manager at that second warehouse. Obviously, I
turned down the position.
The transition out of the seminary into everyday priesthood was a rude awakening,
too. Just like that first job, no amount of education could truly prepare somebody
for the myriad of situations a priest finds himself in, even more so when a priest
becomes a pastor of a Parish.
There is something to be said for the many gentlemen who have accepted the role of
a pastor over time. I marvel at many of them, and that goes double for men who
accept the position of bishop.
Brothers and sisters,
Labor Day is certainly a day that has its rightful place among federal holidays. It’s
nice knowing that the government recognizes the many who work day in and day
out, as God blessed human labor even way back in the days of Adam and Eve.
Cheers to the many people who work outdoors for a living, whether in extreme heat
or extreme cold. Cheers to all who don badges and guns to keep our society safe (at
least in theory). Cheers to the entertainment industry. Cheers to artists. And a
general cheers to the many other people in other professions and vocations.
I appreciate everything that people do both now and thru the past so that we can
look ahead in our future and find hope.
Work hard and stead,
Padre Miguel

St. Irenaeus is hosting Religious Education in conjunction with St. Lawrence
O’Toole. Our registration is ongoing. Remote classes starting October 6, 2021 and
continue the first and third Wednesday of every month.
Please call 708-748-7997 or email stirenaeusre@gmail.com
or 708-748-6891 for more information.

NEWS FROM NINA COUNCIL LADIES AUXILIARY
Members of the Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary will
meet on Sunday, September 12, at 1 p.m. in
room 8 of the Religious Education building. We
are always looking to add to our membership; so,
if you are interested in joining, please plan to
attend on September 12.
Monday Communion Service
All are welcome to participate in our weekly Monday 8:00 AM
Communion service at St. Irenaeus. We meet in the church
rather than the chapel in order to permit and encourage
maintenance of social distance. Due to Covid-19 — and
especially while the current elevated infection positivity rate
continues — masks are required to all participants
regardless of vaccination status. Please call the parish office if you have any questions.

Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!

RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off
your order form at the parish office.
If you or an adult you know is interested in
When they are available you can pick them up becoming a fully initiated Catholic.
or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10
Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10 Meijer $25
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25
Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50
Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25
Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25%
of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase
at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891
Thank You!
This program runs all year.

~want to deepen your faith through a learning
and sharing experience.
~have been away from the Church but would
like to return.
~have been baptized but never received religious
instruction in the Catholic faith.
~have never been baptized.
~have never been confirmed.
We have an opportunity for you
or someone you know.
Please call the rectory
748-6891
for more information.

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

SILVER LININGS: A MORNING OF REFLECTION
Date: Monday, September 13
Time: 9:00 a.m. – Noon
Fee: $25
A global pandemic. Economic upheaval. Racial injustice. The last year and a half has deeply challenged
each of us. And in the midst of so much loss, many of us have also experienced some silver linings.
During this half-day retreat, you will be invited to get in touch with any unexpected gifts you have received
during the pandemic. How have you grown spiritually? What have you awakened to? Where have you
found meaning? And how are you being invited to live more fully now? This program will include facilitator
reflections, guided meditation, self-reflection, group discussion and more.
Facilitator: Bridget Purdome, is a spiritual director, retreat leader, life coach and writer who is sensitive
to the movement of the divine in the very ordinary experiences of daily life. Bridget also works for a
ministry in Chicago, providing spiritual care to those who have experienced homelessness, HIV/AIDS and
substance addictions.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, September 6
Tuesday, September 7
Wednesday, September 8
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Thursday, September 9
St. Peter Claver
Friday, September 10
Saturday, September 11
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, September 12
9:30 Fr. Peter Mary Rookey req by
The Oganwu Family
Eugene Korte req by
Don & Judy Korte

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~ St. Francis of
Assisi prayed before the cross and heard the
Lord say to him “Renew My Church”
A Prayer for “Renew My Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Indoors in all archdiocesan locations
for all clergy, staff, volunteers and
parishioners inside archdiocesan
facilities, including Masses, liturgies,
and all activities and events within
parishes.
Inside all archdiocesan school
buildings regardless of vaccination
status.
Inside all parish and agency offices
regardless of vaccination status.

The Parish Office
will be closed
Monday, September 6th

If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish
Office 708-748-6891

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

August 29
Weekly Collection

$3,424.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,488.00
$4,912.00

Weekly Budget Short

($888.00)

Budget Year to Date

$52,200.00

Total Year to Date

$40,887.67

Budget YTD Short

($11,312.33)

August 29
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total
Maintenance Fund YTD

$10.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$50.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$840.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

708.652.1444

$19.95 a month

Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

800.809.3352

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
$99 Down
$99 Per Month
$99 Installation
This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The
advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and
assumes that third-party financing is available for new customers
at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months.
Promotion available to qualified buyers on approved credit with
$99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual
percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings.
LeafGuard is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with LeafGuard, under terms and
conditions arranged directly between the customer and such
lender, all of which are subject to credit requirements and
satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms
advertised are estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with,
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an
introduction to lenders interested in financing its customers.
Expires 10/31/2021

Receive a $25 Amazon gift card
with FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able
to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the
participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior
to reservation. Expires 10/31/2021

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

