St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
September 29, 2019 Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday, October 6, after the 10:30 mass. St. Irenaeus will again sponsor the
blessing of the animals back by the garden by the statue to St. Francis of Assisi between
the church parking lot and the townhouses. Why do we bless animals on or near the feast
of St. Francis of Assisi?
The story is told that a hungry wolf was terrorizing the town of Gubbio near where St. Francis was living.
The townspeople were complaining that the wolf ate animals and had now begun to feast on the people.
They were terrified. St. Francis went into the woods with a friar and a few peasants. Soon the wolf burst out
from the dense forest to attack them. Immediately St. Francis made the sign of the cross and the wolf
stopped and lay down, submissive to St. Francis.
The deal was struck with the wolf and the townspeople that the wolf would no longer terrorize the town out
of hunger and the people would keep the wolf fed. For two years the wolf roamed all over town and became
beloved by the people. When he died of old age, the townspeople were saddened. True or a tall
tale………………that is how St. Francis got his reputation as both loving and being beloved by all animals.

We Need Your Help!
It’s Spaghetti Dinner Time
It’s that time of year when we
need your help to make our 39th
Annual Spaghetti Dinner on
October 27th a success.
We would like each family to consider purchasing 2 adult tickets.
If you cannot attend, please consider making a $20.00 donation toward the
Spaghetti Dinner. If you would like to donate a dessert or volunteer your time,
please contact the rectory at 748-6891.
PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEACE
Wednesday, October 2nd at 7:00 PM
As an expression of solidarity and peace seeking, the faith communities of Park
Forest are gathering to pray for peace in our village, in our nation and in our
world. We will gather at St. Irenaeus Church, on Wednesday, October 2, at 7 p.m. for a vigil, and as an
ongoing commitment, the first Wednesday of each month to join our hearts, our hands, and our voices for
peace. See you there!

This weekend we celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick as a parish
community. We come together to celebrate God’s healing love and mercy, the same healing
love and mercy that Jesus shows to us everyday in our lives in the people with whom we live
and work and play. What a privilege to be able to come face to face with the Jesus who
loves us in the eyes of others! We are a blessed community.
On Sunday, October 13 at 2:00 PM at the Portciuncula Center for Prayer in Frankfort Fr
Richard Rohr, OFM will be video conferenced in to the Port. He will speak on his new
book, THE UNIVERSAL CHRIST. You will be in for a treat should you be able to attend.
For more information see the article in the bulletin. We are a community of learners!
St Irenaeus has a long tradition of practicing the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy
through outreach to the wider community. We stand on the shoulders of those who have
gone before us and laid the foundation of this gospel mandate. Each and everyone of you
carry on the mission of the gospel as you go about feeding the hungry, sheltering the
homeless and visiting the sick. . A huge thank you to Karen Holloway and Lynne Hostetter
for being our PADS Site Coordinators. And to all the volunteers from St Irenaeus and all the
other organizations that assist in so many ways-your faithfulness and dedication is deeply
appreciated. PADS begins soon in October. Please consider volunteering in some way. If
you’d be interested in volunteering please call the parish office at 708.748.6891. We are a
compassionate community!
Respect Life Month begins in October-respect life from the beginning of life to the end of
life. As Cardinal Bernardin taught us life is a Seamless garment, and we need to respect all
of it from conception to and through the dying process. Let’s pray for a respect for all of life
in all its stages. Please watch the bulletin for ways to support mothers and babies through
the Ladies Auxiliary. One way would be to support the diaper drive for SWADDLE-South
West Area Diaper Depository for Little Ends. We are a community of justice!
Coming up in October will be St Irenaeus 39th Spaghetti Dinner! Once again the parish will
gather around a meal to celebrate all that makes us this faith community that is lives and
follows our patron’s words: “Humankind fully alive is God truly glorified!” Many hands
make light work, so if you would like to volunteer please call the parish office to offer your
help! Thank you to the committee for all their hard work and all the folks who volunteer and
help with this largest fundraiser event of the year! THANK YOU! Mark your calendars for
the fourth Sunday in October, October 27! See you there! (There are rumors that there will
be live music again this year!)
And finally in the coming weeks I will report to the parish on the End of the Year Financial
Report. We will celebrate and affirm your faithfulness and generosity to the mission of the
parish, the mission of Jesus!
Peace
Fr Terry

LIVE VIDEO CO NFERENCE
PRESENTATIO N AND CO NVERSATIO N
WITH
FATHER RICHARD ROHR, OFM
on
“The Universal Christ”
Sunday, October 13, 2019
1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Fee: $20
Portiuncula Center for Prayer
St. Francis Woods Cam pus
Frankfort, IL
Father Richard Rohr will join us live by videoconference for an
afternoon of teaching and conversation. He will speak for the first
portion of the program followed by a Q & A session. His topic is The
Universal Christ “Incarnation is the oldest Christian story. Through Christ, G od
is pouring G od's self into all creation. To be Christian, then, is
to see Christ in everything. Join Fr. Richard in exploring how
this forgotten reality can change everything we see, hope for,
and believe.”
The afternoon will also include music, light refreshments, and
conversation.
Father Rohr is a Franciscan priest, founder of the Center for Action
and Contem plation in Albuquerque, and academ ic Dean of
the Living School for Action and Contem plation. The mission of the
Living School is to produce compassionate and powerfully learned
individuals who will work for positive change in the world, based on
awareness of our com mon union with God and all beings. Fr.
Richard is a prolific author. A few of his books are: Falling Upward,
Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi, and The
Universal Christ.
Location: Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart Auditorium
9201 West St. Francis Road
Frankfort, IL 60423

To Teach Who Christ Is – Report September 1, 2019
As of August 15, 2019, we have received $525,949.00 in pledges from 155 families. That
is 105.2% of our goal! Pledges paid through August 15, 2019: $331,898.00. Of that
amount, $199,139.00 (60%) has been deposited into the Parish account; the remaining
$132,759.00 (40%) was paid to the Archdiocese.
St. Irenaeus will get to keep 60%, or $225,000.00, of the first $375,000.00 of pledges paid
to the campaign. Once $375,000 is collected, the parish will keep 100% of funds donated.
TTWCI Projects Completed:
· The exterior lighting fixtures on the RE Center have been updated to LED fixtures.
Cost of project was $6,032.00 and it was completed in December 2016. We received
a $1,491.00 rebate from ComEd; the remaining $4,541.00 was paid from TTWCI
campaign funds.
· Rebuilding and repairing the parapet wall on the sacristy portion of the church
building was completed in September 2017. Repairs were also necessary to the roof
of the sacristy. The cost for this project was $54,281.00.
· Tuckpointing and repair of church chimney completed in September 2017. Cost
for this project was $10,700.00.
· Church interior sacristy spot light bars were replaced with new fixtures which use
LED lighting; project was completed in March 2018. Cost for this project was
$8,800.00.
· Replace gymnasium roof. Project was completed in August 2018. Cost for this
project was $52,370.00.
·
Architectural Design Drawings for Parish Center Office renovations $4,950.00
TTWCI Funds Used for Formation:
·
2017 Parish Book Study - $1,200.00
·
2017 Theology on Tap, Young Adult Ministry - $889.05
·
2017 Staff Development Retreat - $1084.67
·
2017 Advent Prayer Service Speaker - $300.00
·
2017 Parish Advent Books - $757.00
·
2018 Parish Lent and Easter Books - $510.00
·
2018 Parish Lent Book Study - $1,000.00
·
2018 Lenten Parish Mission Speaker - $1,300.00
·
2018 Youth Ministry Training - $800.00
·
2018 Parish Advent Books - $352.50
·
2019 Lenten Study Books & Materials - $732.50
·
2019 Parish Lent & Easter Books - $500.00
·
2019 Parish Lenten Speakers - $450.00

Available Next Weekend!

Just in time for

Halloween!

The Knights of Columbus
Nina Council
Will have available, after all Masses,
Bricks of Tootsie Rolls for just $5!
There are 50 Tootsie Rolls in each
brick.
Get your treats and help people with
Intellectual Disabilities.
Thanks for your help!

Pantry News/Food Project Weekend
October 5/6
The generosity of so
many individuals,
churches and
organizations fills our
pantry shelves week
after week. We are so
grateful for your support. Our pantry continues
to grow in response to the need in our greater
community. We especially need, fruit juice,
cereal, peanut butter, soup, canned tuna &
chicken, canned fruit & vegetables, canned
spaghetti/ravioli, baked beans.
The food you bring to church the first
weekend of every month makes a great
difference for families struggling with food
insecurity. God bless you for your continued
support!

SPIRTUALITY OF THE GOSPELS
Wednesday Morning – Oct. 9 – Nov. 20
Time-10:00 – 11:30 am
Room 8 of the Religious Education Center

Who is Jesus?
Each Gospel writer reflects on the person of Jesus to present a distinctive understanding of Jesus.
There will be a video lecture at each session, so the group can discuss and share their thoughts.
Throughout our exploration of the different spiritual visions of the gospels and the lives of those who
incarnated their spirituality, we will indicate their relevance and importance for readers today.
A study guide and commentary will be included for $ 20.00. Bring your Bible!
Sing up sheets at the back of church or call the rectory-Drop ins welcome

39th Annual Spaghetti Dinner
Support our annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser by
placing a memorial ad for your loved ones living
or deceased. Ads are $25 per person and your
loved one's name will be prominently displayed on
a memorial wall during the spaghetti dinner. Ads
will read “In Honor of…(name of loved one) or, "In loving memory of...(name of loved
one).". Please indicate if the individual was a parishioner of St. Irenaeus. All ads for loved
ones are welcome and will help raise necessary funds for the parish. If you are interested
please call the parish office 708-748-6891 Thank you.
P.S. Spaghetti Dinner will be Sunday, October 27th from 2-6 PM.

Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend
Liturgical Ministers
October 5/6

Saturday
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
8:30 a.m.

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Lectors

Therese Goodrich
Dolly Mikolajczyk
Mary Jane Riopelle

Gerry Berish
Chris Blue
Rosemary Newhuis

Linda Marron
Phil Schwartz
Mary Ellen Strezo

Altar
Servers

Karen Ertl
Kevin Headley

Joanna Mahiya
George Mahiya

Esteysi DeJesus
Giselle Ontiveros
Elsia Ontiveros

Cantor

Connie Manno

Faye Predny

Lori Schwartz

Eucharistic
Ministers

Bev Helm
Chrystel Adenle
Joe Augustyn
Barbara Principali
Jo Anne Yapp

Mary Ann Zuckerman
Dennis Condon
Sandra Slone
Sara Veldhuizen

Nika Ugonna
Tina Egwele
Diane Gonzalez
Sevena Merchant
Rita Oganwu

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, September 30
St. Jerome
8:00 Gene Schmittgens req by
Doug & Dorothy Worthan
Tuesday, October 1
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus
8:00 Winnie Maune req by
The Family
Wednesday, October 2
The Holy Guardian Angels
8:00 Gene Schmittgens req by
The Prendy Family
Thursday, October 3
8:00 Communion Service
Friday, October 4
St. Francis of Assisi
8:00 Communion Service
Saturday, October 5
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos
5:00 Special Intention Julia Cucuro req by
The Bowns Family
Sunday, October 6
8:30 The Fratto Family req by
The Menza Family
10:30 Lena Ostenburg req by
Barb McMeans

If you have questions about GiveCentral or would
like our Business Manager to assist you please
contact Karen Hoogland at the Parish Office
708-748-6891

This Week’s Meetings
Monday
Centering Prayer 9:30 in the Chapel
Food Pantry 10:00-12:00 in the Parish Center
Wednesday
Choir 6:30 in Church
Sunday
Religious Education Class 9:00 in the Parish Center

Park Forest
Fire Department
39th Annual Memorial
Service & Silent Parade
A Memorial service and
silent parade for fallen
firefighter will be held at St. Irenaeus Church
on Thursday, October 10, 2019 beginning at
6:30 p.m. The Silent Parade begins 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome!
Schedule of Masses:
Saturdays: 5:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Confessions: Saturdays: 4:00-4:30 p.m.
Daily Mass:
Monday-Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. (in the chapel)
Communion Service:
Thursday & Friday 8:00 a.m. (in the chapel)

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

September 22
Weekly Collection

$4,113.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$813.00
$4,926.00

Weekly Budget Short

($874.00)

Budget Year to Date

$69,600.00

Total Year to Date

$65,046.75

Budget YTD Short

($4,553.25)

September 22
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$0.00
$20.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Health
Ministry Prayer
Line at 747-0974
with your requests

$20.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $3,151.57

Hotlines:
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
312-655-7700
Senior Services
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
708-429-7233
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse
708-647-3333

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff
Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
Pat Fointno, Director of Music Ministry
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Sr. Agnes Ann Pisel O.P., Home Visitor
Adam Johnson, Food Pantry Coordinator
Ray Newbury, Head of Maintenance
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
Mailing address:
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know,
is unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of
care visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

ED THE PLUMBER

Thomas E. Brabec
Attorney at Law

ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate

Pat Lisowski
Broker Senior Specialist

Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts • Estates

708-525-3379

708-960-0580

Satisfaction Guaranteed As

•

We Do All Our Own Work

30+ Years Modern Real Estate 18154 Harwood Avenue, Suite 204
Homewood, IL 60430-2154
Old Fashioned Service
2401 W. 183rd St, Homewood, IL 60430

patlinaction@gmail.com

Email: brabeclaw@gmail.com
Website: www.brabec-law.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
708-652-1444

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract

Get it. And forget it.®

• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

ComGraph, Inc.
Counseling & DUI Services
Victor T. Needham Jr.
M.A., C.A.D.C., N.C.C., DASA
Licensed

708/481-9570
252 Main Street • Park Forest – Parishioner

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.

FAMILY OWNED
000485 St Irenaeus Church

LOCATED IN

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.jspaluch.com

www.smitsfh.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

