St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
September 16, 2018 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today the universal church celebrates Catechetical Sunday. The day we celebrate the
all of our involvement in the Ministry of the Word by our lives, in all of our actions and
words! In particular we recognize all those who share their faith Sunday after Sunday
with the children and youth of our parish. Please acknowledge them and thank them and
pray for them as they participate in the formation of our children and youth! Many
blessings to all of them. They are: The ministry of the Word is a fundamental element of
evangelization through all its stages, because it involves the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, the eternal Word of God "The word of God nourishes both evangelizers and those
who are being evangelized so that each one may continue to grow in his or her Christian
life" (National Directory for Catechesis [NDC] [Washington, DC: United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005], no. 17).

Why do we celebrate Catechetical Sunday?
In 1935, the Vatican published On the Better Care and Promotion of Catechetical Education, a document that asks every country
to acknowledge the importance of the Church’s teaching ministry and to honor those who serve the Christian community as
catechists. For the first few years after Catechetical Sunday was established, national catechetical congresses were held in
conjunction with the celebration. Beginning in 1971, the USCCB’s Department of Education began producing materials to help
parishes celebrate the event at the local level. When the Committee on Catechesis, now named the Committee of Evangelization
and Catechesis, was named by the Conference as a standing Committee, it continued to publish Catechetical Sunday materials
each year. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has designated the third Sunday in September as Catechetical
Sunday.

Those whom the community has designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry.
Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on
the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission
as a community of faith.

What Does the Word “Catechetical” Mean?
The word might be more familiar than you think. Many Catholics have used the word "catechism" for years, and they know it has
something to do with the compendium of the Church's teachings. The root word, "catechesis," is from a Greek word meaning "to
echo, or resound." Catechesis is the act of resounding or bringing the Church's teachings to the world. A catechist is one who
teaches in the name of the Church.

Why do we have a special day set aside to commission catechists?
Catechesis is a distinct and special ministry in the Church. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church makes clear, “Catechesis is
intimately bound up with the whole of the Church’s life . . . her inner growth and correspondence with God’s plan depend
essentially on catechesis” (no. 7). This ministry of teaching in the name of the Church has a profound dignity, which is why
catechists are formally commissioned by the Church. It is only fitting that we set aside a day to highlight this ministry and invite the
entire church community to think about our responsibility to share our faith with others.

How are parents, the primary catechists of their children, recognized on Catechetical Sunday?
Parents are truly the primary catechists of their children. They prepare the soil and plant the first seeds of faith. On Catechetical
Sunday, we not only highlight the work of catechists in parishes and schools, but we also commend parents and guardians and
encourage them to take seriously their role of making their Catholic households a place where faith is passed on to the next
generation. This is why the rite of blessing of catechists used on Catechetical Sunday includes an optional blessing of parents and
guardians.

We Need Your Help!
It’s Spaghetti Dinner Time
It’s that time of year when we
need your help to make our 38th
Annual Spaghetti Dinner on
October 28th a success. If you
would like to make a cash
donation, donate a dessert or volunteer your time,
please contact the rectory at 748-6891.

got kids? got God?

Religious Education Registration Information
Classes start September 23rd.
Registration for the St. Irenaeus Religious Education Program:

Every Wednesday afternoon from 4:00-6:00 PM or
in the parish office Monday–Thursday from 9:00-5:00 & Friday from 9:00-noon.
A minimum payment of $25.00 for the book fee is due at registration.
Please feel free to contact us with any questions 708-748-6891.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
If you or an adult you know is interested in becoming a fully initiated Catholic.
~want to deepen your faith through a learning and sharing experience.
~have been away from the Church but would like to return.
~have been baptized but never received religious instruction in the Catholic faith.
~have never been baptized.
~have never been confirmed.
We have an opportunity for you or someone you know.
Please call the rectory 748-6891 for more information.
Mark your calendars for our next

EAT & EARN
at

PANERA
Matteson, IL

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH from 4-8 PM (see insert in next week bulletin)

HOLY LAND TRIP POSSIBILITY
We are planning on organizing a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
We will be working with Holy Spirit Travels to arrange an
11-day all-inclusive trip.
Visit astounding holy sites that will bring you to the origin of
your faith and walk in the footsteps of Jesus, from his place of
birth to the site of the resurrection.
For more information about the details of the trip, please visit www.holyspirittravels.com. If you
are interested in this amazing and spiritual experience, please call the parish office and leave
your name with Terri Cardin. If there is significant interest in the trip there will be an
information meeting before the holidays.

St. Irenaeus
senior lunch,
held on the
third Thursday
of each
month, will meet Sept. 20 at
Peach Tree Cafe on Lincoln
Highway in Matteson at
11:30am. Please call and leave
a message for Faye at 708-7473768 and let her know if you
are coming, so she can let them
know how many places to
set. Walk ins are also welcome.

We will have a
second collection
next weekend,
September 22/23
for the
Archdiocese of
Chicago
Seminarian
Education Fund.
There is an
envelope in your
packets and in the
pew. Thank you.

News From Nina Council 3602 Ladies Auxiliary
Mystery Dinner
Nina Council 3602 Ladies Auxiliary will be hosting a
Murder Mystery Dinner titled "Totally 80s, Totally
Murder" on Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018 at St. Irenaeus
Religious Education Building, Orchard Drive and Cherry
Street in Park Forest from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. Tickets are
presale only and cost $30.00 per person. For tickets please
contact Linda Marron at 708-747-0105. Doors will open
at 5:00 p.m., dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. In
conjunction with the murder/mystery dinner there will be a photo booth and a silent auction. The Ladies
Auxiliary is also seeking donations for the silent auction. If you are able to donate any of the following
items call Su Jawor at 708-224-7155 or email @ sujawor@yahoo.com. Items may include gift cards/
certificates, electronic items, sports equipment, sports memorabilia, gift baskets, jewelry, paintings or cash.
Our goal is to raise funds to support numerous charitable organizations that we donate to every year. Your
contribution is tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

PADS NEWS
My Fellow Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
The time has come again for us to start a new season of PADS. My utmost thanks to all of the
volunteers who made PADS the huge success that it was last season. I am looking forward to
working with you this coming season. We are still in need of Team Leaders and people to work
the various shifts, especially the second shift. Below you will find a description of each shift. ANY help would be
appreciated. Persons willing to make donations of wash clothes, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, socks or willing to
cover a meal are also welcomed and appreciated.
There will be a meeting on Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 8 in the building next door to the
Church to discuss how your involvement in PADS can mean so much to our guests. Looking forward to seeing you all
there.
Yours in Christ
Karren Holloway
Pads Site Manager
Shift 1:
(6:00 pm to 11:00pm)
-Welcome guests
-Register guests
-Take lunch orders for the following day
-Monitor guests, washrooms and hallways.
-Make bedrolls for the following week.
-Toiletry table checks in and out toiletries and
rolls silverware for the following week, if necessary.
Shift 2:
(10:45pm to 3:00am)
-Make lunches for morning distribution.
-Monitor guests, washrooms and hallways.

Gymnasium Masonry Repair
Help us Reach our Goal!
UPDATE: The
Gymnasium roof
and wall project
has been
completed. We
are so close to our
goal! As of
September 10,
2018, 167 donors
have raised
$19,560.07 of the
needed
$22,345.00.

Shift 3:
(2:45am to 7:00am)
-Monitor guests, washrooms and hallways.
-Make coffee for the morning.
-Set out/prepare breakfast.
-Ensure all guests have left the building at close.
Shift 4:
(5:00am-7:00am)
-Monitor guests, washrooms and hallways.
-Serve breakfast.
-Ensure laundry is outside.
-Wash any necessary dishes.
-Ensure all guests have left the building at close.

Shopping with Scrip/Gift cards is easy!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand No Waiting
Subway $10
Taco Bell $10
Burger King $10
Wendy’s $10
Starbucks $10
Dunkin Donuts $10
Panera $10
Jewel Foods $25
Walmart $25
Mariano’s $25

Meijer $25
BP Gas $50
Speedway Gas $25
Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25
Kohl’s $25
Visa Gift Card $50
Chili’s $25
Target $25
Olive Garden $25

By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your
St Irenaeus thanks everyday purchases back to the church.
those who have
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the
helped us reach
Scrip table. If you have any questions please call the
87.5% of our
parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
goal!

Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend
Liturgical Ministers
September 22/23

Saturday
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
8:30 a.m.

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Lectors

Dolly Mikolajczyk
Therese Goodrich
Lody Daley

Harlan Smith
Gerry Berish
Gene Schmittgens

Alexis Williams
Vanessa White
Mike Gonzalez

Altar
Servers

Kevin Headley
Karen Ertl

Joanna Mahiya
George Mahiya

Jeirmyri Liddell
Esteysi DeJesus
Xavier Langer

Cantor

Faye Predny

Marianne Velut

Marilyn Roche

Eucharistic
Ministers

Chrystel Adenle
Philomena Frank
Barbara Principali
Jo Anne Yapp
Terri Cardin

Sandra Slone
Steve Austin
Dennis Condon
Sara Veldhuizen
Marilyn Olson

Ada MacKenzie
Tina Egwele
Sevena Merchant
Kathleen Anderson
Diane Gonzalez

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, September 17
St. Robert Bellarmine
8:00 Winnie Maune req by
The Family
Tuesday, September 18
8:00 Kay Paul
Wednesday, September 19
St. Januarius
8:00 Vandy Russell
Thursday, September 20
Ss. Andrew Kim Taegon and Paul Chong
Ha-sang and Companions
8:00 Mary Prosser
Friday, September 21
St. Matthew
8:00 George Townsend
Saturday, September 22
5:00 Tim Polancyak req by
Ruth Vyhanek
Sunday, September 23
8:30 Carl King req by
Don & Judy Korte
10:30 Alice Michalak

This Week’s Meetings
Monday
Centering Prayer 9:30 in the Chapel
Food Pantry 10:00-12:00 in the R.E. Center
Scouts 6:30 in the R.E. Center
Thursday
Contemplation Prayer 7:00 in the Chapel
If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like our
Business Manager to assist you
please contact Karen Hoogland at the
Parish Office 708-748-6891
Catholic Charities Counselor
Our parish counselor Zinnia Carvajal, from Catholic
Charities will be serving the community of St. Irenaeus
on Fridays from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. You can make an
appointment with her by calling 312-655-7725.
Consejera de Caridades Católicas
La consejera de nuestra parroquia, Zinnia Carvajal,
estara dando su servicio a la comunidad de San
Irenaeus los Viersen de 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Usted
puede hacer una cita con ella llamando al 312-6557725.

Requesting Prayers:
www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus

If you would like to put a name
on the list for prayers in church
for the sick or deceased, please
call the office no later than
Thursday. Thank you.

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

September 9
Weekly Collection

$4,112.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection
Total

$5,320.00

Weekly Budget Short

($480.00)

Budget Year to Date

$63,800.00

Total Year to Date

$57,380.23

Budget YTD Short

($6,419.77)

September 9
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$1,208.00

$341.00
$85.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Health
Ministry Prayer
Line at 747-0974
with your requests

$426.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $3,812.00

Hotlines:
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
312-655-7700
Senior Services
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
708-429-7233
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
708-985-3010
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse
708-647-3333

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff
Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
Pat Fointno, Director of Music Ministry
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Sr. Agnes Ann Pisel O.P., Home Visitor
Food Pantry Director
Ray Newbury, Head of Maintenance
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
Mailing address:
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12pm-1:00pm *Fridays 9:00am-noon.*

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know,
is unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of
care visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

E. Brabec
BLUEBERRY Thomas
Attorney at Law
HILL CAFE

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate

• Breakfast • Lunch
• Catering/Parties
•

2155 W. 183rd St.
Homewood

Satisfaction Guaranteed As

• Real Estate
Wills • Trusts • Estates

We Do All Our Own Work

708-960-0580
18154 Harwood Avenue, Suite 204
Homewood, IL 60430-2154

708.922.0800
www.blueberrybreakfastcafe.com

Email: brabeclaw@gmail.com
Website: www.brabec-law.com

Lic# 055-026066

Park Forest
708-747-3700 $$ Parishioner Discount $$
708-652-1444
www.lain-sullivan.com

Mike
Jordan
Agent
Christian Romance Novelist

N.J.
McDaniel
Inspiring romance novels
revealing God’s Grace and Love:
The Promise and The Mission
Available on Amazon.com

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
CST 2117990-70

Certified
Professional Speaker

an Official Travel
Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

www.njmcdaniel.com

312.218.0834

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

308 Forest Blvd
Park Forest, IL 60466

Bus: 708.748.8848
Fax: 708.748.8832
mike.jordan.alni@statefarm.com

Auto Co-op
Home • Life
IRA Rollovers
Call Anytime for 24 Hour
Quality Service
Proud St. I’s Parishioner
www.mikejordaninsurance.com

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.
FAMILY OWNED

LOCATED IN

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.smitsfh.com

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
An ideal companion
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically for personal prayer.
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
CALL
OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
000485 St Irenaeus Church

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Counseling & DUI Services
Catholic Community
Victor T. Needham Jr.
with OneParish!

ComGraph, Inc.

M.A., C.A.D.C., N.C.C., DASA
Licensed

708/481-9570
252 Main Street • Park Forest – Parishioner
www.jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

