St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
October 13, 2019 Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 2019
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
Several years ago, the Finance Committee of the parish launched the Parish Offertory Program with an eye to
increase our awareness of Stewardship: Time, Talent, Treasure, and Prayer. Stewardship isn't about our gift;
it is about our sharing. It's believing that the abundance God has given us is not ours to have but ours to
share. And, when we actively share those gifts with others, we're putting our faith into action. Once again it is
evident by your commitment and love of St. Irenaeus which enables the mission of Jesus to be carried forward
here in Park Forest. As you know the parish continues to participate in the TO TEACH WHO CHRIST IS
Capital Campaign along with the Archdiocese of Chicago to raise funds for parish ministries and for capital
improvements to the parish campus. Through June 30, 2019, To Teach Who Christ Is has raised $193,773.00
for the parish and $100,477.00 for the Archdiocese of Chicago.
The parish Building Usage Study Committee continues to look at the best use of our campus buildings. This
committee is charged with the task of how the parish will move forward into the future using the buildings on
the campus for the ministries of the parish. This committee was formed in response to the donation of the 403
Suwanee house to the parish; this house became the rectory in May 2018. The building committee continues
to explore opportunities for the school building and the current Parish office building in conjunction with the
Archdiocesan Real Estate Office. This progress is a sign of the willingness of the parish to move into the
future with hope and with compassion which have long been the bedrock of this faith community. God’s
unconditional love is all around us!
•
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•

•

The St. Irenaeus/Catholic Charities Food Pantry, our continued affiliation with South Suburban
PADS, and adult formation opportunities such as Little Rock Scripture Series, Lenten Faith
Sharing Groups, the Contemplative Prayer Group, the Centering Prayer Group continue the great
work of serving all those who seek a deeper relationship with Jesus through prayer. What a
blessing it is to come to know Jesus in prayer!
Our Baptismal Program and the Religious Education Program continue to work with families as
they begin the journey of faith together. This year the Religious Education program continues to
bring families into a deeper relationship with Jesus as they learn about their faith and learn to live
our faith in the world! We can be proud of what we do in the name of Jesus!
The St Irenaeus/Catholic Charities Food Pantry continues to witness to the presence of Jesus as
they provide healthy, fresh food for approximately 140-150 families each Monday morning.
PADS continues to serve the homeless here in the Southland each Thursday evening. The
dedicated leadership team and the staff of volunteers opens not only our doors to our brothers and
sisters, but opens their hearts as well as they reach out in our name and show the face of God! We
are blessed as we see the face of Jesus in those who are served!
And, every week our community gathers around the Table of the Lord and the Word of God to be
nourished and strengthened with the Body and Blood of Jesus. God’s unconditional love is all
around us!

Please know our gratitude to all who made a pledge commitment to the TO TEACH WHO CHRIST IS
Capital Campaign. Pledges continue to come in every month as we move towards several projects on our list.
Through your generosity we have been able to do major projects on the campus during the last fiscal year.
The gymnasium roof project began in June 2018 with $37,325.00 of the $52.370.00 project paid in FY18 and
the remaining $25,045.00 paid in FY19. Formation events have been done throughout the past fiscal year such
as Advent and Lenten Parish Faith books, and Lenten speakers. The cost for these Formation activities was
$2,033.75. All of this was made possible by the incredible generosity from all of you who responded to TO
TEACH WHO CHRIST IS. We are truly a blessed community. Thank you for regularly fulfilling your
commitment to your pledge commitment. If you haven’t made a pledge and would like to please call the
parish office.
continued on the next page

Other maintenance and repair projects completed in this fiscal year include the repairs to the gymnasium
masonry walls. During the process of replacing the gym roof, it was the discovered the walls needed
extensive repairs. A special fund collection of $23,935.40 more than covered the $22,022.36 in expenses; the
remaining monies have been used for ongoing maintenance.
As we ended the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year we find ourselves in the red by $41,701.00. Of this, $34,236.00 is
the remaining owed on monthly Archdiocese Assessments; monthly assessments are $7,801.11 and include
health insurance, priest retirement, property and casualty insurance and Parish Assessment (see enclosed
State of the Parish Report for details). The Sunday Offertory and Holy Days Collections increased by 1%
or approximately $2,412.02 over the previous fiscal year. Lease income increased by 16% or $5854.05. The
increase was due to the annual, incremental cost of living increases from leasing 175 Indianwood Blvd. to
Affordable Recovery Housing (ARH). ARH pays for the heat, light, water, fire and security costs for 175
Indianwood (this is another cost savings to the parish of about $400-$500 per month). Scrips Gift Card
program realized profits of $1821.98; this was a decrease of 55.2% from the previous year. Spaghetti Dinner
profit was $6,733.33. Golf Outing profit was $5277.80. Community Garden received $2,500.00 grant. Eat &
Earn program earned $619.97.
The 2018-2019 parish budget is based on the weekly offertory collections being at or above $5,800.00 per
week. The parish continues to look at ways to reduce the deficit. The Fundraising committee is exploring
other avenues to increase our income. As you can see in the financial summary included, there are several
areas which have been reduced and others have increased. We are truly a blessed community!
And so I ask you to prayerfully consider increasing your weekly or monthly offering to the parish and its
ministries. With a consistent, steady Sunday offertory collection we can continue to reach out in mercy and
love the entire parish community.
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Terry Johnson Parish Pastoral Staff Finance Team
State of the Parish Report on the next page
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Liturgy of Remembrance & Pictures for the Month of November

ach year during the month of November, as we celebrate All Saints
Day and All Souls Day, the Church also takes time to remember
those who have recently died and gone home to God. The Liturgy of
Remembrance will be held on Sunday, November 10, 2019 at 10:30am. It
is a time to gather together to celebrate the hope our faith is able to offer.
We hope you are able to join us to remember the recently deceased members
of our parish family. All parishioners are invited to bring pictures of deceased loved ones to place on the
side altar. These pictures will remain on the altar for the month of November.

To celebrate the feast of All Souls, we will be creating a
banner with the names of all our beloved dead. We invite
you to write the names of any deceased loved ones on the
banner found on the table outside the family room. The
banner will be raised and displayed in church beginning
November 2nd.

39th Annual Spaghetti Dinner
Support our annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser by placing a
memorial ad for your loved ones living or deceased. Ads are
$25 per person and your loved one's name will be prominently
displayed on a memorial wall during the spaghetti dinner. Ads will read “In Honor of…
(name of loved one) or, "In loving memory of...(name of loved one).". Last day to submit
your names is Tuesday October 22. All ads for loved ones are welcome and will help
raise necessary funds for the parish. If you are interested please call the parish office
708-748-6891 Thank you.

We Need Your Help! It’s Spaghetti Dinner Time
It’s that time of year when we need your help to make our 39th Annual Spaghetti Dinner
on October 27th a success.
We would like each family to consider purchasing 2 adult tickets. If you
cannot attend, please consider making a $20.00 donation toward the Spaghetti
Dinner. If you would like to donate a dessert or volunteer your time,
please contact the rectory at 748-6891.

Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend
Liturgical Ministers
October 26/27

Saturday
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
8:30 a.m.

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Lectors

Lody Daley
Therese Goodrich
Mary Jane Riopelle

Lynn Hostetter
Emily Inman
Rosemary Newhuis

Nick Battaglia
Paul Bourgeois
Mike Gonzalez

Altar
Servers

Karen Ertl
Kevin Headley

Joanna Mahiya
George Mahiya

Giselle Ontiveros
Elsia Ontiveros
Finn Seifert

Cantor

Marianne Velut

Faye Predny

Karren Holloway

Eucharistic
Ministers

Chrystel Adenle
Joe Augustyn
Dolly Mikolajczyk
Barbara Principali
Bob Steiert

Sara Veldhuizen
Dennis Condon
Sandra Slone

Rita Oganwu
Kathleen Anderson
Doris Foster
Diane Gonzalez
Nika Ugonna

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, October 21
8:00 Gene Schmittgens req by
Bill Maune
Tuesday, October 22
St. John Paul II
8:00 Winnie Maune req by
The Family
Wednesday, October 23
St. John of Capistrano
8:00 Barbara Sylvain
Thursday, October 24
St. Anthony Mary Claret
8:00 Communion Service
Friday, October 25
8:00 Communion Service
Saturday, October 26
5:00 Edward Teles req by
John & Nancy Teles
Sunday, October 27
8:30 Kogler & Newhuis Families req by
Rosemary & Family
10:30 Peter Perona req by
The Family

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

This Week’s Meetings
Monday
Centering Prayer 9:30 in the Chapel
Food Pantry 10:00-12:00 in the Parish Center
Wednesday
Choir 6:30 in Church
Thursday
PADS 7:00 in the Parish Center
Sunday
Religious Education Class 9:00 in the Parish Center

Schedule of Masses:
Saturdays: 5:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Confessions: Saturdays: 4:00-4:30 p.m.
Daily Mass:
Monday-Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. (in the chapel)
Communion Service:
Thursday & Friday 8:00 a.m. (in the chapel)

If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like our
Business Manager to assist you
please contact Karen Hoogland at the
Parish Office 708-748-6891

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

October 13
Weekly Collection

$3,643.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$833.00
$4,476.00

Weekly Budget Short ($1,324.00)
Budget Year to Date

$87,000.00

Total Year to Date

$81,319.33

Budget YTD Short

($5,680.67)

October 13
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$153.00
$15.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Health
Ministry Prayer
Line at 747-0974
with your requests

$168.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $4,074.57

Hotlines:
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
312-655-7700
Senior Services
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
708-429-7233
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse
708-647-3333

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff
Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
Pat Fointno, Director of Music Ministry
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Sr. Agnes Ann Pisel O.P., Home Visitor
Adam Johnson, Food Pantry Coordinator
Ray Newbury, Head of Maintenance
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
Mailing address:
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know,
is unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of
care visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

ED THE PLUMBER

Thomas E. Brabec
Attorney at Law

ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate

Pat Lisowski
Broker Senior Specialist

Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts • Estates

708-525-3379

708-960-0580

Satisfaction Guaranteed As

•

We Do All Our Own Work

30+ Years Modern Real Estate 18154 Harwood Avenue, Suite 204
Homewood, IL 60430-2154
Old Fashioned Service
2401 W. 183rd St, Homewood, IL 60430

patlinaction@gmail.com

Email: brabeclaw@gmail.com
Website: www.brabec-law.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
708-652-1444

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract

Get it. And forget it.®

• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

ComGraph, Inc.
Counseling & DUI Services
Victor T. Needham Jr.
M.A., C.A.D.C., N.C.C., DASA
Licensed

708/481-9570
252 Main Street • Park Forest – Parishioner

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.

FAMILY OWNED
000485 St Irenaeus Church

LOCATED IN

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.jspaluch.com

www.smitsfh.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

