St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
November 7, 2021 Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

For many years now, St. Lawrence O’Toole has been saying a special prayer just before Mass begins. I
didn’t write it, but it goes as follows:
“Heavenly Father, You have gathered us together at St. Lawrence O’Toole to be Your visible life
in the world. Here we unite in worship, proclaim Your word, celebrate the Eucharist and are sent
forth to share Your love and make disciples. Lord, we take Your great commission seriously and
long for our Parish to be so on-fire that we draw people to You. Help us in that endeavor, as we
strive to work together. Please make our Parish amazing, through Your power and Your grace.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
I would hope that most of us who are regularly present at Sunday Mass at O’Toole have memorized this
prayer. I know that some people have a difficult time with memorizing things, but for many people the
prayer should practically roll off your tongue as smoothly at the Lord’s Prayer or the Hail Mary. Yet, are we
thinking about the words of this “Prayer before Mass?” Let’s do that for a few minutes.
How we address God may seem rather like minutiae to many people. I mean, why should it matter?
Shouldn’t we just address God as “God?” Even Jesus addressed God the Father in formal fashion at times.
By addressing God as “Heavenly Father,” we are reminding ourselves of our relationship with Him, not the
other way around. It pleases God when we let Him know that we understand who we are in relation to Him.
“You have gathered us together at St. Lawrence O’Toole to be Your visible life in the world.” Again, it is
God who has called us together in this place at this time in history with a purpose. We likely think that we
are saying this prayer as individuals, but it is said as one voice. We are not saying He has gathered me, but
us. In this Parish of over 60 years, maybe the “Parish roster” has undergone change during that time, but the
purpose which God has brought us together for has not changed. And by the way, for the Parishioners at St.
Irenaeus reading this, any Parish name can be inserted in place of St. Lawrence O’Toole. It applies to every
Christian.
We, then, tell God just how we understand our calling by worship, preaching with our lives, and making
disciples of all nations as Jesus once told the Apostles as He ascended to Heaven.
We “long for our Parish to be so on-fire that we draw people to You. Help us in that endeavor, as we strive
to work together.” What does it mean for us to be “on-fire?” We pray this so that we are trying to
remember that not only has the Holy Spirit brought us together, but that we are bound by our Baptism. On
that day of our Baptism, we received Christ’s light and we were then charged to “keep His flame burning
brightly and alive in our hearts.” The goal? Draw others to Jesus. Our relationship with Jesus is not a
“private matter.” It never should be. While we don’t go about asking people very often about whether or
not they have a personal relationship with Jesus as some Christians do, maybe we need to start doing it a
little bit here and there.
”Please make our Parish amazing, through Your power and Your grace.” We also look at this final line and
remember that we need the Father’s gifts in order for this thing we call “Church” to make it a reality. We
cannot do any of what we hope to do on our own, even if it’s the community. It needs to be the community
acting with God’s help. We also always ask for our prayers to be answered through the Anointed One of
God, Jesus Christ.
I hope that helps at least a little bit. Maybe St. Irenaeus Parish’s prayer before Mass would be a little bit or
even very different. If anyone takes a notion to try writing such a prayer, I’d love to read it.
Rev Michael Novick

Traditionally November is a time in the liturgical year when we honor those who have “gone
before us in the ways of faith”, those who have gone home to God.
As a way to honor those in the parish who have died we invite you
to submit their names to the parish office at
stirenaeus@archchicago.org or call 708-748-6891. This year we are
asking that you include any names of friends, neighbors or relatives
who have lost their lives due to Covid-19. All names will be placed
on a banner that will hang on the front of the altar during the
month of November. Names will be accepted through November 19
at noon. Thank you for your assistance.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed through the Mercy of
God,
Rest In Peace.
Amen.
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~ St. Francis of
Assisi prayed before the cross and heard the
Lord say to him “Renew My Church”
A Prayer for “Renew My Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

WEDNESDAY
MORNING
BIBLE STUDY
IS BACK!
Please join us on
Wednesdays from 10:00 to
11:30 am in room 8 of the
Parish Center.
All are welcome.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed through the Mercy of God,
Rest In Peace.
Amen.

Those we have loss this past year
Evelyn McCarren
Mary Schmittgens
Robert Willford
Al Dean
Arthur Bourgeois
Bette Smith
Patrick Kelly
Mary Lou Francesconi
Julia Rogus
Richard & Evelyn Witt
Gene & Mary Schmittgens
Angela Leofanti
Beverly Helm
Lou Ethel Floyd
Val & Bill Wolff
Colleen & Tom Small
Vandy Russell
Loretta Lassandro
Mary Moutvic
Dorothy Ruklic
Emelita De Guzman
Janette Legaspi
Dolores Cabel
Joseph Smith
Dorothy Lanipa
Joycelyn Lanipa
Cleophus Sanders
Leonard Morton Sr.
Sharon Cruikshank
Michael J & Louise Veldhuizen
Roger W Sutton Jr.
Helen Walter
Ellen Grant Sutton
Victor Kelmelis
Roger W Sutton Sr.
John & Jerry Michalek
Joko James
Steve Pollard
Nicole Bassey
Katy Luschnyj
Mary Dortie
Sammy Melant
Francis Mobee
Ella French
Carl & Bernadine King
Loretta Harstead
Eugene & Edna Korte
Renee Zatarski
James R. Clark
Bill Lea
Bob & Virginia Clark
Dorothy Grimm
Fr. O’Sullivan
Mary Jane & Marty Keenan

John B. Goodrich
Paula Marie Goodrich
Dorothy Vollmer Wikstrom
Ann Marie Goodrich Cress
Nathan Vollmer
Tim, Therese & Tracy Bagley
Charles and Mary Vollmer
Dorothy Goodrich Arbes
John Schutz
Francine Schutz
Nick Weiss
Paul & Frances Headley
Michael Headley
Mark Headley
Tina Slaughter
Sister Raymond Joseph
Dorothy Furnace
Rose Cromer
Sandra Moutrey
Jenny Cartwright
Mike Moutrey
Charles Cartwright
Ronald Sheehan
Harold Cartwright
Paul Cordes
Mary Cartwright
Fenlay & Helen Bruner
Al & Mathilda Cordes
George & Mary Huber
David Huber
John & Jean Wenc
Maria & Susan Gaster
Mary Ociepka
McGhee Family
Ron Feltz
Karl Weimer
Nancy Leli
Rose Ann Ricchiuto
David G. Newhuis
George & Anna Newhuis
Agnes Berbig
Frank & Mary Kogler
Lawrence C. Kogler
Deacon Bill Maune
Winnie Maune
Kate Fote
Nina Albrecht
Geraldine Maune
Regina Murphy
The deceased members of the Condon Family
The deceased members of the Coca Family

NEWS FROM NINA
COUNCIL LADIES
AUXILIARY
Members of
the Nina
Council
Ladies
Auxiliary will
meet on Sunday, November
14, at 1 p.m. in Room 8 of
the Religious Education
building located just south of
the church. Parking is
behind the building. Not a
member? Come join us and
see what we are all about.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, November 8
Tuesday, November 9
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

St Irenaeus
Thanksgiving Day
Liturgy
“The Grocery Mass” 9:30 am
Please bring items for the
St Irenaeus/Catholic
Charities Food Pantry
The Parish Office will
be closed on Friday,
November 26th.

Wednesday, November 10
St. Leo the Great
Thursday, November 11
St. Martin of Tours
Friday, November 12
St. Josaphat
Saturday, November 13
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
Sunday, November 14
9:30 Rick Pillman req by
Becky Witt

Communion Service Monday’s at
8:00 AM in the church

Scrip/Gift card order forms can be found
on the back table in church or on the
parish website. You can also call the parish
office and we can mail you the form(s).

If you have
questions about
GiveCentral or
would like our Business Manager to assist
you please contact Karen Hoogland at the
Parish Office 708-748-6891

Get a jump start on the Holiday’s
Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!
You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your
order form at the parish office or in the
church collection basket.
When they are available you can pick them up in church
or the parish office or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10
Starbucks $10 Meijer $25 Dunkin Donuts $10
Panera $10 Chili’s $25 Jewel Foods $25
Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25 Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25
BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25
Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

October 31
Weekly Collection

$3,462.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,290.00
$4,752.00

Weekly Budget Short ($1,048.00)
Budget Year to Date

$104,400.00

Total Year to Date

$79,645.67

Budget YTD Short

($24,754.33)

October 31
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$30.00
$10.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$40.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $1,497.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

708.652.1444

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Best Work • Best Rates

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!
Offer does not include cost of material.
Discount applied by representative at
time of contract execution.
Offer ends 12/31/2021.

Call during this program &
receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate &
free gutter inspection!
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail
value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.
darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant
via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not
valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

Sign up here:

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

