St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
November 29, 2020 First Sunday of Advent

As you are aware, a stay-at-home advisory went into effect today, Monday, November 16, 2020 at
6:00 am. As the number of cases of COVID-19 increase and the rates of hospitalizations increase it
is necessary for us all to only go out for essential activity. The following are the guidelines for Cook
County including the City of Chicago and suburban Cook County:
• Only leave home to go to work or school, or for essential needs such as seeking medical care, going
to the grocery store or pharmacy, picking up take-out food, or receiving deliveries. If you do leave
home, practice social distancing by staying 6 feet away from others and wearing a face covering at all
times.
• Do not have gatherings in your home with anybody outside of your household (except for essential
staff such as home health care workers or educators), even with trusted family or friends.
• Avoid all non-essential, out-of-state travel; if travel is essential, quarantining or testing negative
prior to travel is required, depending on which state a traveler is originating from.
• Comply with city and state orders, including wearing face coverings, limiting gatherings, and
mandating early closure of non-essential businesses at 11 p.m.
• Practice social distancing and avoid touching surfaces frequently touched by others if you go
outside to get fresh air.
• Use remote modes of communication like phone or video chat instead of visiting friends or
family, especially on holidays such as Thanksgiving.
Following the guidelines from the Corona Virus Task force from the Archdiocese of Chicago, St
Irenaeus Parish will continue to offer in-person worship with a maximum of 50 people in the church
for the 9:30 mass on Sunday, this number includes the Reopening Team and all the liturgical
ministers.
I would like to reiterate the procedures for attending mass on Sunday. These procedures will be
followed by St Irenaeus Parish and the reopening team without exception. Please remember that
these procedures are in place for the safety and health of all attendees. We expect your complete
cooperation with the procedures as you come to worship here at St Irenaeus.
All attendees, including the reopening team and liturgical ministers must pre-register through the
SignUp Genius App link which can be found on the St Irenaeus Parish website at
www.stirenaeuschurch.com. No one will be admitted to the church who is not signed up on the
SignUp Genius app. The link for registration is open from NOON Monday through NOON Friday
for the following Sunday.
All attendees must to enter only through the church entrance by the handicapped ramp in the front of
church. All other doors are for emergency exit only.
All attendees must not gather before or after mass in the church building. At the end of mass you
must exit immediately.
All attendees must follow the directions given by the Archdiocesan certified Reopening Team
members as they have the current best practices to help facilitate everyone’s safe.
We are living in strange and difficult times. We can take hope in the promise of a vaccine that is on
the horizon. We take hope as we continue to wear our masks, wash our hands, keep at least six feet
apart as we live our lives in this new reality. We take hope in our faith in a God who loves us as we
love one another. And so as we wear masks, wash our hands, socially distance we are loving one
another as God has loved us!

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sacred Clay
God our Father,
you are the faithful potter.
You never abandon the work of your hands. When evil shatters us,
take us into your hands again.
Pick up the broken pieces of our lives. Smooth our jagged edges.
Seal the fractures that weaken us.
As you fashion and refashion us,
mold us into people who are steady and strong.
Fill us with your many spiritual gifts. Make us unbreakable vessels of holiness that will gleam forever in the
light of your kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
Sunday, November 29, 2020
Prepared by God
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 63:16b–17, 19b; 64:2–7; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; 1 Corinthians 1:3–9;
Mark 13:33–37. Initially, our First Reading may feel more suited to Lent than Advent. The prophet declares
that God’s people have become so sinful they are like dirty rags. They are withered, fallen leaves that are
carried away by evil. The prophet also notes, however, that the people are the work of God’s hands. They are
God’s children. He cries out for God to intervene, to rescue the people from their sin.
Only God can deliver people from evil, but we none the less have a role in withstanding it. The fullness of
God’s kingdom began with the birth of Christ, but we await its completion. As we wait for Christ’s return,
we, like the servants in the Gospel passage, have work to do. We must resist sin and pursue holiness with
unfailing, tireless devotion. Every moment of our lives is an opportunity to show Christ that we are not only
watching for his return, we are eagerly awaiting it. Our words and actions show Christ that we desire the
kingdom he brings.
Our heavenly Father comes to our aid, as the ancient prophet cried out for him to do. God has given us
countless spiritual gifts to resist sin and to keep us steadfast until his Son’s return. As we bless our Advent
wreaths today, we ask God to make them signs of his blessings upon us and reminders of the light we must
bear within us until Christ vanquishes the darkness forever.

This Week at Home
Monday, November 30
St. Andrew, Apostle
In Jesus’ day, the sea represented death because of the perils people faced on the water. When Jesus calls the
fishermen to follow him, he says that just as they drew fish out of the sea, so will they draw people out of
suffering and death. After Andrew spends time learning from his new master, he will set forth to catch people
in the net of God’s salvation. He will preach the good news so that others will call upon the name of the
Lord. Learn more from the Lord by joining a Bible study this Advent. Today’s Readings: Romans 10:9–18;
Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Matthew 4:18–22.

Tuesday, December 1
God’s Peace
God’s kingdom comes through a Spirit-filled ruler who puts God’s will above all else. As this leader purges
the land of self-interest and violence, all creation becomes part of the peace he brings, and people at last
understand the salvation God offers. Such salvation is received by the childlike, by those who know that only
God can bring the justice and peace for which we long. Make a list of places that are especially in need of
God’s peace. Pray for the people who live there. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–
13, 17; Luke 10:21–24.

Wednesday, December 2
The Hand of the Lord
The crowds that follow Jesus are looking to him to save them. He showed God’s glory as he healed them.
Jesus not only heals people, he attends to other needs, too. He wipes away tears of pain and anguish. He
provides food and gives people rest. As Jesus fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy, the people see God’s love for them.
They rejoice at God’s care and protection. Today extend a caring hand toward someone who is sick and
suffering. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 25:6–10a; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6; Matthew 15:29–37.

Thursday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier, Missionary
God assures us that he is our rock, our protector, the firm foundation beneath our feet. No work that we do,
no under taking, will succeed unless God supports it. Francis Xavier understood this well: he became a
missionary first in India, then in Japan, where he taught people about Christ and built up new communities of
faith. Pray for missionaries today, especially those who work in Asia. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 26:1–6;
Psalm 118:1 and 8–9, 19–21, 25–27a; Matthew 7:21, 24–27.

Friday, December 4
With New Eyes
These readings tell how God banishes evil—the evil of injustice, fear, shame, ignorance, and physical
impairments, like blindness. God’s light and healing reach into every part of our world and every part of our
lives. Too often we don’t see God’s saving presence. Like the blind men in the Gospel passage, we must seek
God and call out to him so that we will see his presence with new eyes. How do your Advent and Christmas
decorations help you see God’s presence? Today’s Readings: Isaiah 29:17–24; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13–14; Matthew 9:27–31.

Saturday, December 5
Harvests
God promises to manifest himself to his people, to guide them, and to bind up their wounds. God will also
provide so much water and food that even the animals enjoy abundant harvests. The real harvest, though, is
us. God cultivates and gathers his people into his kingdom. Sketch images or jot down words and phrases
from today’s readings that especially move you. Bring your images and insights into a time of silent prayer.
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 30:19–21, 23–26; Psalm 147:1–2, 3–4, 5–6; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6–8.
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Hi everyone!
The music ministry would like to start having
people participate in choir again. Of course we will
need to make some accommodations for the
current circumstances, but we are eager to give it
a try.
Practices will be on Wednesday evenings over
zoom. We will go over hymns and special music to
be performed at special events and seasons. We
will work together to make recordings of singers
accompanied by myself. Do not worry about the
technical parts of this, I promise to make it as easy and accessible as possible.
If you are interested please contact me. I am very much looking forward to starting this.
Thanks again, and please do not hesitate to ask any questions!
David Boban
davidboban@yahoo.com

Scrip gift cards is an easy way to
Christmas shop!
You can order Scrip gift cards by
dropping off your order form at the
parish office and we will mail you your
cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10
Target $25 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10
Kohl’s $25 Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10
Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Chili’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 Meijer $25
BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50
Shell Gas $25 J.C. Penney $25 Menards $25
Visa Gift Card $50 The Home Depot $25
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at
the parish office If you have any questions please
call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the
Parish Office 708-748-6891

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, November 30
St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 Al Dean
Tuesday, December 1
8:00 Doretha Russell
Wednesday, December 2
8:00 Norma McClain req by
The McClain Family
Thursday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier
8:00 Tammy Rainey
Friday, December 4
St. John Damascene
8:00 Parishioners of St. Irenaeus
Saturday, December 5
Sunday, December 6
9:30 Kay & Jim Rinella req by
Connie Menza

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

Not Available Due to Holiday Schedule
Weekly Collection
$.00
Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$.00
$.00

Weekly Budget Short

(.00)

Budget Year to Date

.00

Total Year to Date

$100,475.64

Budget YTD Short

($15,524.36)

November
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$.00
$.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $1,836.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Hotlines:
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
pregnancies
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Senior Services
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
708-596-2222
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 312-316-7329

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Pat Lisowski

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

708.652.1444

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Best Work • Best Rates

Broker Senior Specialist

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK

708-525-3379
30+ Years Modern Real Estate
Old Fashioned Service

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

2401 W. 183rd St, Homewood, IL 60430

patlinaction@gmail.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.

FAMILY OWNED
000485 St Irenaeus Church

LOCATED IN

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.jspaluch.com

www.smitsfh.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

