St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
May 15, 2022 Fifth Sunday of Easter

DEAR GOD…21 YEARS OLD – THAT’S 105 YEARS IN MINISTRY
I realize my 21st priesthood ordination anniversary isn’t until the 19th
of this month, but trust me when I say I cannot believe it. There are
days that every priest says “where have the years gone?” On the
other hand, there are many who also say “is it time to retire yet?”
When I was working for Dollar Tree in their warehouse, I was doing the work that I
felt I was best suited for. That is, of course, until God called. Truthfully, I believe He
kept calling, but always got a “busy” signal. The live operator told Him “No I’m
sorry. He’s not answering. His line appears to be busy.” But God is persistent and
eventually He WILL get what He wants of us, unless someone is just extremely
stubborn. Yet, from God you can try to hide, but it doesn’t work that way. He can find
you ANYWHERE. And you know how Jesus tells the parable of the dishonest judge
(Jesus’ lesson for us to keep on praying and be persistent), we need to keep on hoping
that one day the Father answers even while He keeps on knocking on OUR hearts
hoping that WE answer Him. Of course, that’s the problem for many people – they
don’t know what His voice sounds like.
A good number of Catholics still think God should just “boom” the skies with one
stroke and tell everyone to believe or perish. Jesus hints at that sort of thing, but He
also tells us that while it will happen, even He doesn’t know when. He tells us in His
own words that He came so that humanity can live on, but those who decide for
themselves that even then they wouldn’t believe, they are not going to like the end of
their story. Yet, we STILL have a choice – to obey or not.
You would think that obeying a few simple rules God set out for His highest Creation
would be simple. Or, that over the course of 5000 years or so, humanity would have
learned why we ought to obey God’s “Top 10.” He tells us VERY plainly why we ought
to obey Him and how we are to do so – love God and love our neighbor. That is even
taking the “Top 10” and summarizing them into the “Top 2.” Or, as I sometimes say,
don’t forget who I am and don’t hurt others.
When I was ordained 21 years ago, the first time I walked into a school classroom, the
teacher told the students to stand and say “good morning.” For some of those
students, that might have been the only time I saw them, except for the weekly school
Masses. But that first time the students stood up to greet me, it was VERY
uncomfortable. I never wanted to be treated differently than my parents. Even to the
neighbors’ children, they weren’t Mr. and Mrs. (most of the time, they were Uncle
and Auntie). Still I understand the need for formality, and that there is a time and
place for it.
Fr. Mike

Congratulations to our First Communion Students
Maxwell Lewis
Matthew Lewis
Jocelyn Mendoza
Gabriela Mendoza
Isabella Moreno

Congratulations to our Confirmation Students
Gabriella Andino
Daniel Ferreira

Antonio Ferreira Jr.
Sofia Ferreira

ANGELS IN THE BIBLE
Wednesday Morning's starting May 25, 2022
from 10:00 – 11:30 am
Room 8 of the Religious Education Center
The Bible is full of passages about Angels
who are sent by God to accomplish God’s
will. Angels speak for God, direct the course
of nations, and protect God’s people.
Join us to explore their ministry on God’s
behalf and drawing insights for our own
spiritual lives.

Blue Mass
Honoring Police, Firefighters,
Paramedics, EMT’s, Emergency
Personnel and
Detective Tim Jones

Sponsored by

Video Lecture at the end of each session

Knights of Columbus

Study guides are $10.00

Nina Council 3602

PLEASE SIGN UP AT THE
BACK OF CHURCH

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, May 16
Tuesday, May 17
Wednesday, May 18
St. John I
Thursday, May 19
Friday, May 20
St. Bernardine of Siena
Saturday, May 21
St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions
Sunday, May 22
Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:30 Angela Leofanti req by
Mom
Bette Smith req by
Mary Ann Kiefer

May 22, 2022
9:30 AM Mass
St. Irenaeus
Park Forest, IL
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

DWELLING PLACE
God dwells wherever we let God in.
—Ancient Jewish saying

CELEBRATION OF 63 YEARS OF FAITH, FAMILY, FRIENDSHIP
AT ST. LAWRENCE O’TOOLE
4101 St. Lawrence Avenue Matteson, IL 60443
Please join us as we Celebrate St. Lawrence O’Toole on Sunday, June 26. We will start the
celebration with Mass at 11:00 AM, followed by a fun-filled afternoon of celebrating our
wonderful Parish!
To go along with our celebration, we are putting together a video montage of memories here at O’Toole to
be played during the celebration. We are also preparing MEMORY
BOARDS to display at the Celebration. If you have any pictures you
would like featured, please go the Parish Website—
www.slotoole.org—to upload those pictures. You may also submit
pictures to the Parish Office. PLEASE make sure your name and
contact information are on the back of the pictures if you would like
them back.
Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the St. Lawrence
O’Toole Parish Office at 708-748-6090

Church Stewardship
Budget

The Sacrament
of Marriage

$5,800.00

May 8
Weekly Collection

$3,196.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$713.00
$3,909.00

Weekly Budget Short ($1,891.00)
Budget Year to Date

$255,200.00

Total Year to Date

$207,050.23

Budget YTD Short

($48,149.77)

May 8
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$60.00
$25.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$85.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $4,975.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

Sign up here:

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

