St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
June 5, 2022 Pentecost Sunday

On Fire
Within the last month, there have been two major fires on Illinois resort properties – the former
Pheasant Run in St. Charles, and at the Grand Bear Resort near Starved Rock in Utica. Both were
heart wrenching to see on the news. While a few buildings were destroyed, no human casualties
were reported. Even though Pheasant Run Resort has been closed down for a couple of years now,
it was difficult for me because it was where the priests of the Archdiocese would gather every three
years to meet, rest, and be fraternal for a few days. The committee decided to move the venue this
year, but what if Pheasant Run never closed. We would have been completely out of luck. Yet,
seeing the reports of those two catastrophes, I am also reminded that the Gospel should spread very
quickly, like the wind that feeds a fire. That is Pentecost.
I guess what I am having a difficult time with nowadays is trusting that the Holy Spirit IS guiding
the hearts of the faithful in these difficult circumstances we find ourselves in. I should be more
trusting of His holy guidance for others since I trust He is guiding me to be the associate pastor at
St. Cletus in LaGrange. There will in fact be some of our community that will attend the new Parish
being created in Flossmoor, some who will go west to Frankfort, some to St. George in Tinley Park,
and some who may just go to Steger. My hope is that people are taking the time to pray for what
God is truly calling them to do and where to go to offer Him the communal praise He deserves from
us.
A great example of why we need to trust the direction of the Holy Spirit is the Acts of the Apostles
reading today. Some people focus on the various languages the Apostles begin speaking once the
Holy Spirit rushed upon them, but what was the result of that gift? Well, we are told that everyone
from various places near and far could hear the message proclaimed by the Apostles in their own
native language. And so the Spirit leads the Apostles to go out to proclaim the Gospel to every
corner of the earth with the force of the Spirit’s drive. Throughout the Acts of the Apostles, one or
two of the Apostles preach to a small group of one or two others and, some who hear them come to
be Baptized. It’s that old shampoo commercial where someone tells two people, who tell a few
others, and so on, and so on. Or use the other example and image I formerly used years ago about
the Gospel, it needs to spread like a “good” virus. It should be so infectious that others, whom you
encounter in your daily living, WANT to catch it and spread it to others – NO MASKS
REQUIRED. Sorry if that image is harmful to some people, but that is exactly just how fast the
message of Jesus’ Life, Passion, Death, and Resurrection ought to move through the world.
People who have never known Christ but come to meet Him through the goodness of others will
actually make excellent allies of the future because they’ve not merely the Son of God, but they’ve
learned that He is their friend and Savior.
My friends, I hope and pray that wherever you find yourself worshipping in the future, you do so
because you’ve asked the Holy Spirit to guide you there. Then, carry on the message to the ends of
the earth.

Fr. Mike

A Celebration of our patron, ST. IRENAEUS!
"Humankind fully alive is God truly glorified!"
Let's celebrate our humanity and our hospitality as we gather
together on June 26. As a parish family, we will celebrate and
share the Eucharist at 9:30 am Mass. The celebration will
continue after Mass. As at many family gatherings, there is
usually a sharing of food and stories. Everyone brings a dish to
share. In that spirit, we are asking that everyone who can, bring
an appetizer, a snack, a dessert, a specialty that is unique to
you. (No hot foods, please.) Please make sure to plate your
contribution so that it does not require cutting or special
attention. Tables will be set up in the back of church and
individual plates, napkins, forks, toothpicks, etc. will be
provided. Water, juice and coffee will be available as well.
Spread the word to all our parish family members and join in the
celebration of our patron, ST. IRENAEUS, on June 26.

Please Note
The New Day & Time
ANGELS IN
THE BIBLE
Tuesday afternoon’s at 1:00 pm
Religious Education Center Rm. 8
The Bible is full of passages about
Angels who are sent by God to
accomplish God’s will. Angels
speak for God, direct the course of
nations, and protect God’s people.
Join us to explore their ministry on
God’s behalf and drawing insights
for our own spiritual lives.
Video Lecture at the
end of each session
Study guides are $10.00
Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, June 6
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
Tuesday, June 7
Wednesday, June 8
Thursday, June 9
St. Ephrem
Friday, June 10
Saturday, June 11
St. Barnabas
Sunday, June 12
Most Holy Trinity
9:30 Bernadine M. King req by
Don & Judy Korte
Bill & Winnie Maune req by
The Family

PLEASE SIGN UP AT THE
BACK OF CHURCH

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Pentecost Sunday
At the Mass during the Day
O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation,
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit
across the face of the earth
and, with the divine grace that was at work
when the Gospel was first proclaimed,
fill now once more the hearts of believers.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Church Stewardship
Budget

The Sacrament
of Marriage

$5,800.00

May 29
Weekly Collection

$1,445.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,201.00
$2,646.00

Weekly Budget Short ($3,154.00)
Budget Year to Date

$272,600.00

Total Year to Date

$216,369.23

Budget YTD Short

($56,230.77)

May 29
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$60.00
$.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$60.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $5,083.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

