St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
June 27, 2021 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Howdy!
Just by way of introductions, I am Fr. Mike Novick, Pastor at St. Lawrence O’Toole and, as of
July 1st, I will be taking on the position of Administrator of St. Irenaeus. I come with a sense of
helping out a very special brother priest, Fr. Terry Johnson. Fr. Johnson and I go way back to his
ordination in 1994. His first assignment was at St. Christopher in Midlothian, and that is my
home parish. My mom even continues to work in their parish office.
I happened to be at Fr. Terry’s priestly ordination not by his own invitation, but because we were
invited by one of his classmates who had been an intern at St. Chris a couple of years before.
Once Fr. Terry became a priest, we got to know each other pretty well along his years at the
parish, and when his time at St. Chris was to an end, he was sent to the seminary in Mundelein to
be on the formation team. By that time, I had been a student for two years. We also had the
chance to experience the Holy Land together with my ordination class in 2000. I owe Fr. Terry a
great big thanks for our many years of friendship. I will be praying for Fr. Terry as he takes on a
different chapter in his priestly ministry.
To give you a little bit of insight into what you might find in my weekly articles, the content
nature will be wide open. It could just be something I saw on the news, it could be taking on
questions about the Church, or it may even be just a bit of a rant (hopefully not TOO often). In
my early days of my childhood and adolescent years, I would have never thought that I would
ever have published a book. Yet, in 2014, that happened. We Don’t Live In Eden was a
hodgepodge of material from actual chapters with a specific topic, to journal entries I wanted to
share, to poetry and other reflections. It was certainly an interesting undertaking at the time, but
if you are not familiar with self-publishing (which is what I did), it’s a very expensive way to go.
Once in a while, I might take on a topic that comes my way and want to just write about it.
While a second book is not likely, I want to keep my options open too.
Being an administrator is a position of being a temporary leader to keep a parish at a level of
status quo. I cannot bring in any sort of fundraiser, nor can I start any sort of capital
improvements without the permission of Bishop Perry. I intend on being around on Sundays
periodically (maybe not every week because our Mass schedules currently overlap). I will be
responsible for the celebration of funerals, although I’m not sure about other sacraments. I also
plan on working out a system for scheduling morning Mass between O’Toole and St. I. But let
me make it clear that with COVID mitigations lifted, please feel free to attend Mass at either
parish whether that is on weekends or weekdays. Our weekday Mass is at 8:30 am, the weekend
schedule is Confession on Saturday at 4pm immediately followed by 5pm Mass. Sunday
morning there are two Masses at 8:30am and 11am.
Just because I was made administrator of St. Irenaeus does not mean anything directly related to
the future of the parish with Renew My Church. It’s not a coup. I’m not an enemy. My hope is
that we will work together on a few events throughout my time as administrator. I know some of
the people from O’Toole are looking forward to checking out St. I as well as welcoming you
when you visit us.
I think that’s all for now. Look forward to our getting to know one another.
Fr. Mike Novick, Administrator

ST. IRENAEUS
The writings of St. Irenaeus entitle him to a high place among the fathers of the
Church, for they not only laid the foundations of Christian theology but, by
exposing and refuting the errors of the gnostics, they delivered the Catholic
Faith from the real danger of the doctrines of those heretics.
He was probably born about the year 125, in one of those maritime provinces of
Asia Minor where the memory of the apostles was still cherished and where
Christians were numerous. He was most influenced by St. Polycarp who had
known the apostles or their immediate disciples
Many Asian priests and missionaries brought the gospel to the pagan Gauls and
founded a local church. To this church of Lyon, Irenaeus came to serve as a
priest under its first bishop, St. Pothinus, an oriental like himself. In the year
177, Irenaeus was sent to Rome. This mission explains how it was that he was
not called upon to share in the martyrdom of St Pothinus during the terrible
persecution in Lyons. When he returned to Lyons it was to occupy the vacant
bishopric. By this time, the persecution was over. It was the spread of
gnosticism in Gaul, and the ravages it was making among the Christians of his
diocese, that inspired him to undertake the task of exposing its errors. He
produced a treatise in five books in which he sets forth fully the inner doctrines
of the various sects, and afterwards contrasts them with the teaching of the
Apostles and the text of the Holy Scripture. His work, written in Greek but
quickly translated to Latin, was widely circulated and succeeded in dealing a
death-blow to gnosticism. At any rate, from that time onwards, it ceased to offer
a serious menace to the Catholic faith.
The date of death of St. Irenaeus is not known, but it is believed to be in the year
202. The bodily remains of St. Irenaeus were buried in a crypt under the altar of
what was then called the church of St. John, but was later known by the name of
St. Irenaeus himself. This tomb or shrine was destroyed by the Calvinists in
1562, and all trace of his relics seems to have perished.

Summer Fun!
Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!

You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish office.
When they are available you can pick them up or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10 Meijer $25
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25 Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25 Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, June 28
St. Irenaeus
Tuesday, June 29
Ss. Peter and Paul
Wednesday, June 30
The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church
Thursday, July 1
Saint Junípero Serra
Friday, July 2
Saturday, July 3
St. Thomas
Sunday, July 4
9:30 Bob Predny req by
Faye Predny
Bette Smith req by
Therese Goodrich

Food Pantry Up Date
Catholic Charities Regional Food Pantry
at St Irenaeus
Pantry Office phone 708-300-2390
Pantry Fax 708-300-2945
Pantry e-mail
adjohnson@catholiccharities.net
Pantry Hours:
Monday’s 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday’s 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

The Parish Office &
the Pantry will be
closed
Monday, July 5th
Some of the parishioners from St. Irenaeus
are planning to watch the Park Forest 4th
of July Parade as a group. Everyone is
invited to join them on the grass across
from the Aqua Center just before 6 p.m.
on that day. Some of the folks are making
signs stating that St. Irenaeus is
"FULLY ALIVE" and is still open and to
"come join us". Many of the group will be
wearing yellow T-shirts and the St.
Irenaeus famous button. Please join us.

If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish Office 708-748-6891

TTWCI Projects Update
Using To Teach Who Christ Is funds the following projects were recently completed around
the parish:
• Underground pipe by RE Center had leaked and was repaired in April - $6,073.50
• Handicapped parking area in lot between the church and school has been repaired and remarked earlier this month - $6.257.00
Upcoming projects to be completed with TTWCI funds:
• The sump pumps in the RE Center will be replaced this month - $13,950.00
• Landscaping safety and enhancement of parish grounds - $4,045.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

June 20
Weekly Collection

$2,259.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,598.00
$3,857.00

Weekly Budget Short ($1,943.00)
Budget Year to Date

$290,000.00

Total Year to Date

$272,284.37

Budget YTD Short

($17,715.63)

June 20
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$10.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$50.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $6,206.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Hotlines:
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
pregnancies
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Senior Services
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
708-596-2222
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 708-300-2390

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household.
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or
discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and
is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

