St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
June 26, 2022 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

My Dearest Flocks of Sts. Lawrence O’Toole and Irenaeus,
I cannot begin to say “thank you” enough for both such a long haul, and a shorter one as well. It’s still hard
to fathom that in just about five days, our parishes will be merging officially with Infant Jesus of Prague. I
understand it in principle, but such understanding doesn’t mean it stings any less. I am very aware of the
pains our communities still feel. I am sorry. However, I can only say that what is done is the past and we
must be able to look to the future with hope. That might sound like a brutal reality, but it is the truth.
There are no two ways about it. While I speak mostly about my time at O’Toole, I am not intentionally
leaving out those of you from St. Irenaeus. Everyone I’ve met there in the last year has been very
understanding and helpful too. So, thanks!
Once in a while I watch a program some of you probably also have seen called Expedition Unknown. The
host of the show is really the one who does the bulk of the adventurous trips and places they show. Some of
the places he goes make me just cringe, while I am sure others would say they wish they were there with him.
It’s kind of like a cross TV program of Wild Kingdom and In Search of. It seems that if there were no
danger involved, he thinks people would be disappointed. And of course, commercials come at cliffhangers
“Can it possibly be the lost city?” I am not one who simply enjoys adventure, yet being the pastor of St.
Lawrence O’Toole has been one adventure after another. From the day I walked in two weeks prior to my
start date and seeing Les Easter, my high school biology teacher, for the first time in 30 years, to meeting so
many people like Deb Bohne, Cathy Costelow, Jimmy Daniels, Jeff Johnson, Chuck and Mary Seputis, Jane
Fagan, Pattie Galinaro, Pat Kubas, and so many others –there are way too many to fit in one article. And one
of the real important times of my ministry over my whole priesthood has been in terms of celebrating
funerals. It still boggles my mind of the number of people I’ve had the privilege of burying – taking the time
to show just how much honor there is in the human body and being made in God’s image and likeness, every
one unique.
Of course all of the sacraments I’ve been able to celebrate have been important. Trying to teach children and
their parents the value of living a sacramental life has been quite challenging. There has been a stigma for
many years that the Church loses young people after they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Too many
people have blamed the Church for that loss, and that is partly true I must admit. However, the bulk of
today’s Catholic parents are not going to church every Sunday either, yet getting their children baptized tends
to be a priority for them. Why? If parents are not interested in their own relationship with Jesus through
encountering Him in the Eucharist, why should they care about their children’s relationship with Him? It
really makes no sense. Studies still show that a majority of Catholic parents have a better chance of their
children continuing their faith lives after Confirmation IF they themselves were bringing those same children
to church immediately after baptism. We all know that children are impressionable. I’ve seen that be true in
more than a few households over my 21 years of priestly ministry. When we are able to get together, many of
my grammar school classmates whom I saw at church each week as children still attend Mass with their own
families today.
In my 14 years, I’ve been privileged to celebrate the Mass of Christian Burial for 237 souls from our beloved
parish family, and countless more thinking about many that I celebrated for other friends and family over
that time period too. And don’t forget, there have been many other members of our O’Toole family where
other priests have been the celebrants (mostly former priests who served here) for funerals. I would venture
to say that probably close to 400 funerals have been celebrated here, plus many others who simply chose not
to celebrate funerals in the context of the Mass. I kind of wish I would have kept the database records from
my first day to the present just to have a better idea of all of those souls. I have buried people who were on
both ends of the age spectrum. Within my first month or so, I buried a 5 month old child, and just about
three years ago, just before COVID-19 handcuffed our society, I buried a great man who lived to be 96 years
old. We’ve seen the tragedies of young people dying far too early, parents with younger children too.
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We’ve seen people that died by violence, and other spouses that either died on the same day in car accidents or
within months of each other having both contracted some form of cancer around the same time as one another.
But then there are also some of the most unexplainable instances of how God works through those who have
gone before us too. Back in late 2013, I met a man who looked completely lost and dejected sitting in the back
short pew on the tabernacle side. His name was Greg Tuzik. He had not been at church for some time, but
committed himself to the betterment of our beloved parish. He joined the finance committee and played a
major role for us. But while that was happening, Greg remained in that back pew. Eventually, he began to
move forward. He told me about his wife basically saying that the church roof would fall in if she ever walked
through a church door. Then she was diagnosed with cancer. While she began to fail, lo and behold, Greg too
was diagnosed. They were both at Ingalls Hospital in Harvey. One day, I wanted to visit both, but they were in
separate buildings. They could only talk to one another by phone. I was taken by the gift shop in my
peripheral vision and went in. I found a figurine of an angel and gave it to Greg. He had been in considerable
pain for days. Then it happened.
Greg informed me the following day that the angel moved its head to look directly at him. He found out the
angel’s name was Rose. He called his wife in the other building and asked her the name of her angel. She said
Rose. That was just the beginning for Greg’s story. For it was that night, while in bed and unable to sleep due
to the pain, Rose caught Greg’s eye again. He begged her for help. He swore there was no one else in the room
with him, but suddenly, he felt a pair of hands on the painful area, and the pain was diminished. Within a few
days, Greg called his wife to say “I love you.” She was already fading and the nurse put the phone to her ear so
she could hear Greg. A day later, she passed. That was in November 2014. After Dierdra’s funeral, Greg was
able to have his own surgery, but he continued to decline while remaining as faithful to O’Toole’s Finance
Council as possible. In May of 2015, Greg was called home too. Rose, the angel, was placed by his urn at the
funeral home. And by the way, while he was struggling, he kept on coming to Mass and had gradually
“graduated” all the way to the fifth short pew by the tabernacle. In all of my days as a priest, I don’t know that I
had ever met a more faith-filled man who just let his faith do the talking – so goes the power of reaching out
and evangelizing. Greg died a grateful Catholic.
Greg’s story is merely ONE in the many stories I could tell. There are still people here who could rival Greg’s
faith. I’ve known many of them for many years. And those of you here today know just who you are whom I
am speaking to, you’ve all been bright stars for me in my time and I am very grateful.
And then there are my brother priests. From Monsignor Doran, the first pastor, succeeded by Fr Richard
Sullivan, then Father Finno, then Father Nacius, all of whom would have given anything to remain here as
pastor for the rest of their lives if they would have been allowed. However, the Holy Spirit had other plans for
each of them. And the associate pastors, including Fr. O’Connell, Fr. Seaman, Fr. Cronin, and more. And the
tremendous work of all of the deacons who served this great community while trying to balance their daily work
and home lives. It’s all just so incredible to think about. Plus the seminarian interns whom you helped to form
before their ordinations. Plus the days of the Springfield Dominican Sisters that taught for so many years. 63+
years. The Holy Spirit couldn’t have been more right on that incredible July day. Who owns the OTOOLE 5
license plate? I don’t know, but I am grateful they were the unknowing instruments used by the Spirit.
My next assignment will be as an Associate Pastor at St Cletus Parish in LaGrange, IL. It is quite large and
there will be the pastor, myself, and a weekend associate to minister to the primarily Caucasian and partly
Hispanic. I’m currently unsure what other ethnicities attend the parish, but I know I should enjoy the parish –
its life and its people. Socioeconomically, its make-up is a little more “rich.” I don’t like using that word, but
my mind simply couldn’t think of a better word for now. All I know is that there will be more than a few
challenges I will face over time. They’ve had their share of difficulties in recent years. My hope is that I can be
a stable presence for them for as long as the Cardinal lets me. Pray for me and for the people of St. Cletus, and
I will get them to pray for all of you during the transition and merge.
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Peace be with all of you. From the bottom of my heart, thank you for everything. Without your support and
trust in the Holy Spirit, I wouldn’t be the priest I’ve become today.
Until we meet again (and we will),
Rev. Michael Novick, Pastor of S.L.O.T. and Administrator of St. Irenaeus (for just a few more days)

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, June 27
St. Cyril of Alexandria
Tuesday, June 28
St. Irenaeus
Wednesday, June 29
Ss. Peter and Paul
Thursday, June 30
The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
O God, who through the grace of adoption
chose us to be children of light,
grant, we pray,
that we may not be wrapped in the darkness of error
but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Friday, July 1
St. Junípero Serra
Saturday, July 2
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, July 3
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 Paul Cordes req by
The Family
James R. Clark req by
Don & Judy Korte

A Prayer for “Renew My Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Found in the church parking lot
Sunday, June 19th. For more
information please call the
parish office 708-748-6891

SCRIP NEWS
The last day to order
SCRIP GIFT CARDS
is Sunday, June 26th
Thank you all for
participating!

ST. IRENAEUS
The writings of St. Irenaeus entitle him to a high place among the fathers of the
Church, for they not only laid the foundations of Christian theology but, by
exposing and refuting the errors of the gnostics, they delivered the Catholic
Faith from the real danger of the doctrines of those heretics.
He was probably born about the year 125, in one of those maritime provinces of
Asia Minor where the memory of the apostles was still cherished and where
Christians were numerous. He was most influenced by St. Polycarp who had
known the apostles or their immediate disciples
Many Asian priests and missionaries brought the gospel to the pagan Gauls and
founded a local church. To this church of Lyon, Irenaeus came to serve as a
priest under its first bishop, St. Pothinus, an oriental like himself. In the year
177, Irenaeus was sent to Rome. This mission explains how it was that he was
not called upon to share in the martyrdom of St Pothinus during the terrible
persecution in Lyons. When he returned to Lyons it was to occupy the vacant
bishopric. By this time, the persecution was over. It was the spread of
gnosticism in Gaul, and the ravages it was making among the Christians of his
diocese, that inspired him to undertake the task of exposing its errors. He
produced a treatise in five books in which he sets forth fully the inner doctrines
of the various sects, and afterwards contrasts them with the teaching of the
Apostles and the text of the Holy Scripture. His work, written in Greek but
quickly translated to Latin, was widely circulated and succeeded in dealing a
death-blow to gnosticism. At any rate, from that time onwards, it ceased to offer
a serious menace to the Catholic faith.
The date of death of St. Irenaeus is not known, but it is believed to be in the year
202. The bodily remains of St. Irenaeus were buried in a crypt under the altar of
what was then called the church of St. John, but was later known by the name of
St. Irenaeus himself. This tomb or shrine was destroyed by the Calvinists in
1562, and all trace of his relics seems to have perished.

Church Stewardship
Budget

The Sacrament
of Marriage

$5,800.00

June 19
Weekly Collection

$1,745.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$788.00
$2,533.00

Weekly Budget Short ($3,267.00)
Budget Year to Date

$290,000.00

Total Year to Date

$224,746.23

Budget YTD Short

($65,253.77)

June 19
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$75.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$115.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $5,405.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

