St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
June 24, 2018 Nativity of St. John the Baptist

ST. IRENAEUS
The writings of St. Irenaeus entitle him to a high place among the fathers of the
Church, for they not only laid the foundations of Christian theology but, by
exposing and refuting the errors of the gnostics, they delivered the Catholic
Faith from the real danger of the doctrines of those heretics.
He was probably born about the year 125, in one of those maritime provinces of
Asia Minor where the memory of the apostles was still cherished and where
Christians were numerous. He was most influenced by St. Polycarp who had
known the apostles or their immediate disciples
Many Asian priests and missionaries brought the gospel to the pagan Gauls and
founded a local church. To this church of Lyon, Irenaeus came to serve as a
priest under its first bishop, St. Pothinus, an oriental like himself. In the year
177, Irenaeus was sent to Rome. This mission explains how it was that he was
not called upon to share in the martyrdom of St Pothinus during the terrible
persecution in Lyons. When he returned to Lyons it was to occupy the vacant
bishopric. By this time, the persecution was over. It was the spread of
gnosticism in Gaul, and the ravages it was making among the Christians of his
diocese, that inspired him to undertake the task of exposing its errors. He
produced a treatise in five books in which he sets forth fully the inner doctrines
of the various sects, and afterwards contrasts them with the teaching of the
Apostles and the text of the Holy Scripture. His work, written in Greek but
quickly translated to Latin, was widely circulated and succeeded in dealing a
death-blow to gnosticism. At any rate, from that time onwards, it ceased to offer
a serious menace to the Catholic faith.
The date of death of St. Irenaeus is not known, but it is believed to be in the year
202. The bodily remains of St. Irenaeus were buried in a crypt under the altar of
what was then called the church of St. John, but was later known by the name of
St. Irenaeus himself. This tomb or shrine was destroyed by the Calvinists in
1562, and all trace of his relics seems to have perished.

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Summer Mission Co-op Appeal
The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ is a congregation of
religious women inspired by the Virgin Mary, the first Servant
of the Lord, and Blessed Katharina Kasper, a humble German
woman who founded the congregation. This year they are
celebrating two events: 150 years of PHJC presence in the
United States and in October the canonization of Katharina.
The sisters are missionaries who serve the poor and
homeless, especially women, children and the sick, in Mexico
and in eight other countries.
The sisters working in Mexico in the diocese of Coatzacoalcos in southern Veracruz have
several programs including several soup kitchens for children, an Integration Center for
children and adults who lack basic educational opportunities and rural dental clinics. Casa
Catalina offers secure shelter for indigent women and for persons dying from AIDS. A second
shelter, Belen (translated Bethlehem), provides for families that have a patient in the general
hospital of the city. Before the construction of this shelter, family members slept each night in
the lobby entrance of the hospital, sometimes for weeks, even months. Finally, in this southern
state, the sisters are involved in Youth and Vocation Ministries.
Moving north, about 15 hours from Coatzacoalcos, they also serve in the diocese of
Querétaro. Here, in both urban and rural settings, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ also
serve in Youth and Vocation Ministries. The attention to women and children through
education, faith development and emotional support, offers hope in desperate times. Beyond
that, major focus is the accompaniment of women seeking to enter the congregation and the
formation they need.
Sr. Deborah Davis, born in Chicago, ministered in Mexico for more than 17 years. There she
worked with street children and their moms, initiating a program using the concept of “teach
them to fish”. For 14 years, more than 53 families were served in a
program where the women made hand-stitched greeting cards.
This gave the mothers a dignified way of earning, freeing the
children to attend school instead of begging on the street corners.
She also served in a soup kitchen, offering breakfast and lunch to
the indigent, the indigenous and the immigrant.
Sr. Deborah has recently returned to the United States and will be
seeking ways to continue her service to the Spanish
speaking. She will be sharing with us in an effort to raise our
awareness, invite us to join the sisters in Mexico, prayer for their
safety and success in their ministries and for financial support to
continue the work they began 30 years ago in Mexico.

To Teach Who Christ Is – June 15, 2018
As of May 15, 2018, we have received $525,949.00 in pledges from 155 families.
That is 105.2% of our goal!
Pledges paid through May 15, 2018: $246,111.00. Of that amount, $147,667.00 (60%) has been
deposited into the Parish account; the remaining $98,445.00 (40%) was paid to the Archdiocese.
St. Irenaeus will get to keep 60%, or $225,000.00, of the first $375,000.00 of pledges paid to the
campaign. Once $375,000 is collected, the parish will keep 100% of funds donated.
TTWCI Projects Completed:
·
The exterior lighting fixtures on the RE Center have been updated to LED fixtures.
Cost of project was $6,032.00 and it was completed in December 2016. We received a
$1,491.00 rebate from ComEd; the remaining $4,541.00 was paid from TTWCI campaign
funds.
·
Rebuilding and repairing the parapet wall on the sacristy portion of the church building
was completed in September 2017. Repairs were also necessary to the roof of the sacristy.
The cost for this project was $54,281.00.
·
Tuckpointing and repair of church chimney completed in September 2017. Cost for
this project was $10,700.00.
·
Church interior sacristy spot light bars were replaced with new fixtures which use LED
lighting; project was completed in March 2018. Cost for this project was $8,800.00.
TTWCI Projects in progress
·
Replace gymnasium roof. Estimated cost for this project is $52,370.00. Project was
started June 15, 2018.
TTWCI Funds Used for Formation:
·
Parish Book Study - $1,200.00
·
Theology on Tap, Young Adult Ministry - $889.05
·
Staff Development Retreat - $1084.67
·
Advent Prayer Service Speaker - $300.00
·
Parish Advent Books - $247.00
·
Parish Lent and Easter Books - $510.00
·
Parish Lent Book Study - $1,000.00
·
Lenten Parish Mission Speaker - $1,300.00

Parish Budget Update – Through June 15, 2018
Fiscal Year 18 (FY18) began July 1, 2017. The Parish Budget relies on a weekly Sunday
Offertory collection of $5,800.00 to cover operating expenses. From July 1 through
June 15, 2018, the budget total was $284,200.00; collections (both in church and on
GiveCentral) totaled $296,727.44; this is $12,527.44 over anticipated collections for
this period.

Pantry News
Volunteers are needed to help out with our food pantry. The pantry
hours of operation are Mondays from 10-12. Various duties are
available during pantry and non-pantry hours. Those include deliveries,
stocking, date checking, and bread pick up.
If you would like to help out please see Pat Ward at the back of the
church or call her at 708.650.1391.

- Summer Fun Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!
Cards Available in Script/Gift Inventory!
Available Cards In Inventory
On Hand With No Waiting
Dunkin Donuts $10 Starbucks $10 Target $25 Chili’s $25 Wendy’s $10 Burger King $10
Panera $10 Jewel Foods $25 Kohl’s $25 Walmart $25 Mariano’s $25 Meijer $25
Speedway Gas $25 BP Gas $50 J.C. Penney $25 Shell Gas $25 Visa Gift Card $50
Darden Restaurant (Long Horn Steakhouse - Red Lobster - Olive Garden) $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -30% of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the Scrip
table. If you have any questions please call the parish office at
708-748-6891

Mass on July 4th will be at 9:00
am in the main church
The Parish Office
will close at noon on July 3rd
& all day on July 4th

Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend
Liturgical Ministers
June 30/July 1

Saturday
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
8:30 a.m.

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Lectors

Mary Jane Riopelle
Therese Goodrich
Lody Daley

Renee Cruikshank-Ward
Lynne Hostetter
Emily Inman

Linda Marron
Phil Schwartz
Arthur Bourgeois

Altar
Servers

Kevin Headley

Joanna Mahiya
George Mahiya

Giselle Ontiveros
Evan Bourgeois
Elysia Ontiveros

Cantor

Patrick McGlynn
Kathleen Yukich

Marianne Velut

Lori & Phil
Schwartz

Eucharistic
Ministers

Denise Douglas
Philomena Frank
Barbara Principali
JoAnne Yapp
Terri Cardin

Jane Mattio
Sara Veldhuizen
Dennis Condon
Sandra Slone
Marilyn Olson

Rita Oganwu
Vincent Oganwu
Diane Gonzalez
Ada MacKenzie
Doris Foster

This Week’s Meetings
Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, June 25
9:00 Chris Rudnik
Tuesday, June 26
8:00 Florence Schmitz req by
Mary & Gene Schmittgens
Wednesday, June 27
St. Cyril of Alexandria
8:00 Winnie Maune req by
The Family
Thursday, June 28
St. Irenaeus
8:00 The Parishioners of St. Irenaeus

Monday
Centering Prayer 9:30 in the Chapel
Food Pantry 10:00-12:00 in the R.E. Center
Scouts 6:30 in the R.E. Center
Thursday
Contemplation Prayer 7:00 in the Chapel
If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like our
Business Manager to assist you
please contact Karen Hoogland at the
Parish Office 708-748-6891

www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus

Friday, June 29
Ss. Peter and Paul
8:00 Dorothy Baeurlen
Saturday, June 30
The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church
5:00 Martin McGann req by
The Family
Sunday, July 1
8:30 Emilia Villalon req by
The Family
10:30 Gary Marron req by
The Maune Family

Catholic Charities Counselor
Our parish counselor Zinnia Carvajal, from Catholic
Charities will be serving the community of St. Irenaeus
on Fridays from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. You can make an
appointment with her by calling 312-655-7725.
Consejera de Caridades Católicas
La consejera de nuestra parroquia, Zinnia Carvajal,
estara dando su servicio a la comunidad de San
Irenaeus los Viersen de 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Usted
puede hacer una cita con ella llamando al 312-6557725.

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

June 17
Weekly Collection

$3,896.17

Weekly Give Central
Collection
Total

$853.00
$4,749.17

Weekly Budget Short ($1,050.83)

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Budget Year to Date

$290,000.00

Total Year to Date

$301,476.61

Need prayers?

Budget YTD Over

$11,476.61

Call the St.
Irenaeus Health
Ministry Prayer
Line at 747-0974
with your requests

June 17
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$165.00
$25.00
$190.00

COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
312-655-7700
Senior Services
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
708-429-7233
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
708-985-3010
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse
708-647-3333

Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $17,959.01

Hotlines:

The Sacrament of Baptism

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
David Herr, Director of Music Ministry
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Sr. Agnes Ann Pisel O.P., Home Visitor
Jan Van Zeyl, Food Pantry Director
Ray Newbury, Head of Maintenance
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
Mailing address:
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12pm-1:00pm *Fridays 9:00am-noon.*

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know,
is unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of
care visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

