St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
June 12, 2022 The Most Holy Trinity

IT’S TIME
Many of our parishioners have received Flocknotes from me over the course of the last 3-5 years. As of the
end of June, the subscription we’ve had will not be renewed. If you had not heard of Flocknotes, it’s a tool
Parishes can subscribe to in order to reach out to more people; especially to reach the younger population of
Catholics, best suited, in my opinion, for high school graduates and older. While that didn’t happen with us,
many were grateful for the efforts we made to use the tool. I must admit, however, I wish I would have been
more faithful to using it. It contains a library of reflections and videos from Bishop Robert Barron (who in
case you didn’t hear is the new bishop of the Diocese of Winona, MN) as Flocknotes is run through his
Word on Fire Ministries.
I bring up Flocknotes because I received an email from their evaluation department with a question asking
what has been the most important lesson I’ve learned from using the Flocknotes tool. I may not have
answered exactly how they wanted because it wasn’t what I learned from using the tool, but instead what has
been the most important lesson I’ve learned over my years as a priest. And the answer is that everything
we’ve needed to know about God and our faith we should have learned from the first two chapters of the
Book of Genesis – i.e. from the Garden of Eden. That’s not to say that Jesus gets left out of the overall
picture, as it took well over two thousand years before Jesus was even born into the world. But, what have
we said all along? As St. Philip the Apostle says to Jesus “Show us the Father.” Jesus responds “Have I been
with you all this time? How can you say ‘show us the Father?’ Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me?” (John 14:9)
One of Jesus’ most important things that He wanted us to learn was that He was present from the very
beginning. HE is the tree in the center of the Garden of Eden – the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
whose fruit was that from which Adam and Eve sunk their teeth into when they were specifically told by
God NOT to do.
One major problem with our society today is that the Creation accounts in Genesis are, for many people,
MERELY stories. Many scientists continue to try and dissect those stories, so much so that they seem to
want to disprove any truth they’ve carried for millennia. However, just because the stories are so
unbelievable doesn’t take any Truth away from them. If they were not deemed to be divinely inspired stories
and truths to tell, centuries of theologians from various denominations wouldn’t have kept on using them.
These stories wouldn’t have found their way into the Bible, nor the Torah, nor similar stories in the Koran
(Islamic texts).
Trinity Sunday is a great time to remember that God is basic and extremely complexed at the same time.
However, the only way that God is extremely complexed is because human beings have overthought trying
to explain God’s nature of being; one God in three Persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – yet, one in
majesty. As I mentioned in my homily last week regarding the Holy Spirit, He (the Holy Spirit) never
wanted the spotlight to be on Him. He knows that the spotlight is on Jesus, the Son of God. The Spirit
nudges humanity along, so that they get to know Jesus better, while Jesus makes the Father known and, the
same Spirit is sent to human beings BY the Father and Son. So, you see, God is always present, while
hidden in plain sight. But, I suppose, if it were truly that simple, shouldn’t man have figured that out by
now? And not just one man, all of humanity, too.
In the meantime, I will continue to seek to help others try to see God. And while Adam and Eve first ate
from the Tree who is Jesus, then, we too, need to continue to feed on His flesh and blood in the Eucharist.
Maybe we will one day get back to basics in being the creatures God created to be His own.
In Christ,
Fr. Mike Novick

A Celebration of our patron, ST. IRENAEUS!
"Humankind fully alive is God truly glorified!"
Let's celebrate our humanity and our hospitality as we gather
together on June 26. As a parish family, we will celebrate and
share the Eucharist at 9:30 am Mass. The celebration will
continue after Mass. As at many family gatherings, there is
usually a sharing of food and stories. Everyone brings a dish to
share. In that spirit, we are asking that everyone who can, bring
an appetizer, a snack, a dessert, a specialty that is unique to
you. (No hot foods, please.) Please make sure to plate your
contribution so that it does not require cutting or special
attention. Tables will be set up in the back of church and
individual plates, napkins, forks, toothpicks, etc. will be
provided. Water, juice and coffee will be available as well.
Spread the word to all our parish family members and join in the
celebration of our patron, ST. IRENAEUS, on June 26.

SCRIP NEWS
The last day to order
SCRIP GIFT CARDS
is Sunday, June 26th
Thank you all for participating!

Mass Intentions For The Week

Monday, June 13
St. Anthony of Padua
Tuesday, June 14
Wednesday, June 15
Thursday, June 16
Friday, June 17
Saturday, June 18
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, June 19
Body and Blood of Christ
9:30 Edna M. Korte req by
Don & Judy Korte
Edward P. Teles req by
Nancy & John Teles

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
The Most Holy Trinity
God our Father, who by sending into the world
the Word of truth and the Spirit of sanctification
made known to the human race your wondrous mystery,
grant us, we pray, that in professing the true faith,
we may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory
and adore your Unity, powerful in majesty.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

June 5
Weekly Collection

$2,837.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$225.00
$3,062.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,738.00)
Budget Year to Date

$278,400.00

Total Year to Date

$219,431.23

Budget YTD Short

($58,968.77)

June 5
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$152.00
$10.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$162.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $5,245.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

