St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
July 4, 2021 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Oy!

I still wish I were a little more organized. You really wouldn’t want to see my desk. It is better
than some other priests’ desks, but the organization I would like even more is to be able to
remember topics that I wanted to write series’ of articles about (and I know there have been a few).
Over and over, year after year after decade, the Church has been trying to impress upon even the
most faithful of Catholics the teaching on the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharistic feast. He is
truly present – Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. Once the priest consecrates ordinary bread and
wine at Mass, they are changed into Jesus’ Body and Blood. I know this might sound slightly
remedial, but similar to what I have spoken about in the past about the Church vs. a church, the
same goes for Body and Blood vs. body and blood. When we are referring to the Eucharistic feast,
we capitalize the two B’s, just like capitalizing the C in Church. But if we are using bread and
wine, why was Jesus so intent on telling us “Take and eat. This is my Body…This is my Blood.
Do this to remember me?” Why not just capitalize Bread and Wine?
The obvious answer (I hope it is obvious) is that He wanted the Apostles (as well as many through
the ages) to know that He is our nourishment. He is the food and drink of our bodies and souls. Is
there a reason we don’t consecrate the elements in the opposite order – Blood first? Just following
the Scriptures, just like Jesus was following the order of the Passover supper.
Now we have a different problem that is causing division – Eucharistic coherence. That’s what the
USCCB is calling it. The shame is that once again a Catholic Church piece has rippled through
politics. I always heard we were not supposed to cross lines.
Eucharistic coherence is not about whether or not Jesus is present in the Eucharist, but whether or
not individual Catholics believe that teaching. It’s about what it means to respond “Amen” when
you are offered the Eucharist at Mass. If you say Amen to being offered Jesus’ Body, then you are
saying yes to the belief that what appears to remain ordinary bread IS changed into His Body. If
you respond Amen to being offered Jesus’ Body, then you must believe that the ordinary wine IS
changed also upon consecration, even if you do not partake of the Blood of Christ. There is no
“half-way.” It’s all in, or not. In other words, a priest cannot consecrate one without the other.
That would make the Mass invalid. The Eucharist is the nourishment we need to strengthen our
faith received at our Baptism. Hence the problem.
While President Biden is considered a devout Catholic, his political platform supports abortion.
And while HE may not be personally in favor of abortion, he gets to be “guilty by association,” sort
of like what happened with the sexual abuse scandal with priests and bishops back in 2002 –
because one molested or abused a minor, then it certainly felt like we were all guilty. I don’t know
what President Biden believes in his heart regarding pro-Life issues. If he were ever formally
excommunicated from the Church, then I would have to deny him (or any other politician)
communion. I would certainly bet 1,000,000 to 1 that there are plenty of Catholic Republicans who
don’t believe in the Real Presence. Remember, please, only God sees what is within. The sooner
we get that through our stubborn skulls, the sooner we can come to some sort of peace in the
Church, and maybe even get a start toward the world. Maybe?
God bless and have mercy on us all (especially our country this Independence Day),
Fr. Mike Novick, Administrator

St Irenaeus Church is open
Please join us Sunday for 9:30am Mass!

● Open for full capacity
● All pews available for seating
● No pre-registration or check-in necessary
● All doors open for entrance and exit
● Hand sanitizer available at all entrances
● Masks optional for those vaccinated
● Please wear a mask if not vaccinated

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

IS YOUR GOD TOO SMALL? Franciscan Retreat Open to All
Dates/Times: Sunday, July 11 (5:30 dinner) to Friday, July 16 (Noon brunch)
Fee: $550 includes retreat, meals, private room or hermitage
Commuter $325 includes opening dinner, retreat, lunches, and closing Registration begins at
3:30. Wednesday is a ‘desert day’ for quiet reflection. God is limitless and bound only by the
confines of our perceptions and beliefs. What images of God are active in you? Is your God
image all that you need and want? Are you minimized by failing to let his fullness into your life so
that you are transformed in all that you do? How you see God is threaded in how you pray, in how
you relate to others, in how you see yourself. Realizing and removing the limits you have placed
on God can lead to a life of abundance and joy. Now is the time to pause and reflect on your
relationship with God. The risk is realizing or remembering a God who loves you beyond what you
could ever hope for at this important time.
Facilitator: Fr. Richard Kaley, OFM Conv. has served in a variety of ministries as a vocation
director, campus minister, and pastor. He has preached a number of retreats, is a spiritual director
and has served as a vicar provincial for seven years.

Summer Fun!
Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!

You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish office.
When they are available you can pick them up or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10 Meijer $25
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25 Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25 Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, July 5
St. Anthony Zaccaria; St. Elizabeth of Portugal
Tuesday, July 6
St. Maria Goretti

The Parish Office &
the Pantry will be
closed
Monday, July 5th

Wednesday, July 7
Thursday, July 8
Friday, July 9
St. Augustine Zhao Rong and Companions
Saturday, July 10
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, July 11
9:30 Mary Lou Francesconi req by
Marion & Rita King
Pat Kelly

Food Pantry Up Date
Catholic Charities Regional Food Pantry
at St Irenaeus
Pantry Office phone 708-300-2390
Pantry Fax 708-300-2945
Pantry e-mail
adjohnson@catholiccharities.net
Pantry Hours:
Monday’s 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday’s 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Some of the parishioners from St. Irenaeus
are planning to watch the Park Forest 4th
of July Parade as a group. Everyone is
invited to join them on the grass across
from the Aqua Center just before 6 p.m.
on that day. Some of the folks are making
signs stating that St. Irenaeus is
"FULLY ALIVE" and is still open and to
"come join us". Many of the group will be
wearing yellow T-shirts and the St.
Irenaeus famous button. Please join us.
If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish Office 708-748-6891

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

NO BAD NEWS
There are many times when we say, “Tell me what I want to hear, and don’t confuse me with facts.”
And we don’t take kindly to someone who might be bold enough to snuff out our expectations.
The biggest problem with such an attitude is not that we miss out on the truth or the facts, but that we
miss out on the new and surprising gifts others can give us. Like the townspeople in today’s Gospel
story, we too often refuse to allow others to display the talents that can be good news for us.
Today’s readings call for hospitality and faith and discernment. Hospitality opens the doors of our
hearts and minds to the “stranger” among us, no matter how familiar he or she may seem to be. Faith
enables us to accept the gifts of others, no matter how alarming or “strange” they may seem to be.
Discernment helps us discover the prophets in our midst, no matter how amazing they may seem to be.
Hospitality, faith, and discernment—cultivate these. Then, nobody can bring bad news.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

June 27
Weekly Collection

$2,081.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,433.00
$3,514.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,286.00)
Budget Year to Date

$295,800.00

Total Year to Date

$275,798.37

Budget YTD Short

($20,001.63)

June 27
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$120.00
$.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$120.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $6,326.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Mike Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 708-300-2390

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household.
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or
discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and
is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com
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