The Parish Community of
Infant Jesus of Prague
St. Irenaeus & St. Lawrence O’Toole
July 3, 2022 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Kris’ Corner
Jim Taylor was a British missionary to China and founder of the China Inland Mission. Taylor
spent 51 years in China. A one-legged school teacher George Scott from Scotland came to Jim
Taylor to offer himself for service in China. "With only one leg, why do you think of going as a
missionary?" asked Taylor. "I do not see those with two legs going," replied George Scott. He was
accepted.
All followers of Jesus are sent out to proclaim the Good News. The instructions that Jesus
gave to the 12 and to the 72 are practically the same. This means that lay-people were
commissioned by Jesus to preach the Gospel. This is a vital point for our times, especially during
this time of transition when we are called to evangelize and look for the lost sheep. Every follower
of Christ is called to proclaim the Kingdom of God. Even reluctant followers!
What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be "lambs in the midst of wolves"?
The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace (Isaiah 11:6 and
65:25). This certainly refers to the second coming of Christ when all will be united under the
Lordship of Jesus. In the meantime, the disciples must expect opposition and persecution from
those who would oppose the Gospel. Jesus came as our sacrificial Lamb to atone for the sin of the
world. We, in turn, must be willing to sacrifice our lives in humble service of our Lord.
And speaking of service… After nine years as a pastor of St. Christopher Parish I was
appointed to accompany you on your journey of faith. For the past nine years I was learning how
to be a pastor, overcoming different problems and challenges along the way far away from my
home in Poland. Hopefully, this experience will help me to serve you better, as we help each other
on our journey to heaven. I’m excited to work with you during this time of transition, which is
never easy, especially for the parishes that are closing. So many memories, celebrations and
events come to mind, so to close the doors of the beloved church seems unreal. I was celebrating
Masses at St. Irenaeus and St. Lawrence in May. After one of the Masses at St. Lawrence I talked
to an older parishioner who was in her 90s. She has been part of that parish for many decades,
practically from its beginning, and has seen all kinds of changes and transitions, but this one is the
most difficult - to see your church closing.
They say that your home is where your heart is. I will do my best to make Infant Jesus of
Prague church a good spiritual home for everyone. Let us continue to pray for each other during
this time of transition and let us remember that our home is ultimately heaven, where we need to
lead each other…

Celebrating the Feast of St. Irenaeus Sunday June 26 2022

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, July 4
Tuesday, July 5
St. Anthony Zaccaria;
St. Elizabeth of Portugal
Wednesday, July 6
St. Maria Goretti
Thursday, July 7
Friday, July 8
Saturday, July 9
St. Augustine Zhao Rong and Companions;
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, July 10
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 Louise & Michael Sr. Veldhuizen req by
The Family
Bette Smith req by
Pam Webber

A Prayer for “Renew My Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Found in the church parking lot
Sunday, June 19th. For more
information please call the
parish office 708-748-6891

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
O God, who in the abasement of your Son
have raised up a fallen world,
fill your faithful with holy joy,
for on those you have rescued from slavery to sin
you bestow eternal gladness.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

We are still having
Sunday Mass at 9:30 AM until
further notice
If you have any questions
please call the parish office

Church Stewardship
Budget

The Sacrament
of Marriage

$5,800.00

June 26
Weekly Collection

$1,908.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$432.00
$2,331.00

Weekly Budget Short ($3,469.00)
Budget Year to Date

$295,800.00

Total Year to Date

$227,077.23

Budget YTD Short

($68,722.77)

June 26
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$15.00
$.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$15.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $5,420.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff
Rectory Phone: 748-6891

Rev. Kris Paluch, Pastor
Rev. Ron Kondziolka, Associate Pastor
COURAGE
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
Hotlines:

708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

