St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
July 25, 2021 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Please excuse this crude line graph, but I’m not super-skilled at using the Paint
program on my computer, but it’s better than I thought it would be.
I have used this image in the past. I can’t help the line graph format – I majored in
Math in my undergraduate work. I’ve always loved math. Most of you already know
that at St. Lawrence O’Toole, but those who are from St. Irenaeus might not know.
Anyhow, I remember many years ago in the seminary, Bishop Robert Barron (before
he was ordained a bishop of course) was teaching at the seminary. One day, while
preaching one day at our regularly scheduled Mass, he spoke to us about Liberal vs
Conservative Catholicism. He spoke about how he “hated” ultra-liberals for their
simply nonchalant way of going about life as a baptized Catholic. Yet, he “hated”
ultra-conservatives for their rigidity in living as a Baptized Catholic. But what he
really “hated” were what he called moderates because they were just too afraid to
choose a side. That’s where the line graph comes in for me.
I have seen very few extreme liberals and extreme conservatives over the course of my
priesthood who could care less about having conversations and dialogues with each
other. No matter what one says, the other would say they’re wrong. My contention is
that those who are not so extreme on either side of middle can at least show respect
for the views of the opposite side. Personally, you can see where I believe I’ve been on
the graph. I have tended to be a bit more conservative in my approach to the faith,
but not extreme. However, I have more than a few friends whom I would set on the
side of liberalism. And we can chat about our beliefs without being afraid of offending
the other. But there is that third piece to the graph – Jesus.
I didn’t put Jesus in the middle because I see him as a “moderate,” but because Jesus
is the component that ought to unite the two “sides.” He sees both “sides” and
respects them equally, whether someone is closer to the middle, or, at one extreme or
the other. He loves all of His Baptized followers equally. And still, beyond the two
outer points on the graph are the arrows in either direction. I see those “areas” as non
-Christians in each direction. These areas are the same ideas where someone on the
left may never have heard of Jesus or been catechized, whereas someone on the right
would be a member of an extremist atheistic group. And here’s the rub – Jesus still
loves them equally, too. Why? How could He? Because God, His Father, created
them in His image and likeness. It’s why St. Paul tells us “In Him, there is no
Christian or Jew, slave or free person.

In Christ, all are one.” Yet, that doesn’t give everyone absolute free-pass access to going
through the Pearly Gates. Everyone still needs to do their part in advancing the kingdom of
God. Jesus still wants everyone to follow the Father’s will of showing love for one another,
even if that means sacrificing one’s own life for the sake of others. So does that mean that
those who are not Baptized have no chance? No. There are still lots of people worldwide who
live their lives in showing love toward others, and yet have never been catechized in the
faith. They wouldn’t dream of thinking its ok to kill someone else, let alone an unborn child.
And many of those people never get the chance to “make the jump” to convert to Christianity.
It was stated in an article more “officially” like this “There is no salvation apart
from Christ and His One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. Again, this is an infallible
teaching and not up for debate among Catholics. Those who are “invincibly” ignorant
concerning the truth of #1 above will not be culpable for this lack of knowledge before
God.” (www.catholic.com › magazine › online-edition, Feb 06, 2015)
I hope this makes some sense.
Fr. Mike
By the way...
I wanted to tell you that our parish subscribes to Flocknotes, a way to keep in touch with parishioners and others with
reflections and events. It's part of Bishop Barron's Word on Fire Institute. I would like to invite anyone from St. I
who might be interested in receiving my notes to email me at my SLOT email address frnovick@slotoole.org You
have a choice to either receive them by text (in which you should give your cell number) or through email. Some
people make comments on the notes. You can even respond to other people's comments, or send a private response
to me. Many people have used it to let their opinions be known as well. Please type "St. I parishioner" in the subject
area so I know it's safe to open.

July 2021
Each year, the Church celebrates
November 1st as All Saints’ Day and
November 2nd as the Commemoration of
All Souls. Of course, it is always right to
remember those who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith. Many of our family and friends
know of someone who contracted COVID-19 and didn’t survive.
Therefore, on behalf of St. Lawrence O’Toole in Matteson, I would like to invite everyone to a special
evening Mass to pray for the many souls that have been taken home to heaven since the beginning of the
pandemic. I’m calling it All Souls 2.0.
Please come celebrate Mass with us on the evening of Wednesday, September 1st at 7:00 PM, to remember
and celebrate those who have gone before us.
This is also a separate occasion to pray for the many first responders and hospital personnel who not only
served but also may have died as a result of their service. We ask that if you are interested in joining us, that
you register for Mass by calling the Parish Office at 708-748-6090.
“May the peace of Christ, which is beyond all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God and of His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN.”
Blessings and peace,
Fr. Mike Novick, Pastor

An Invitation from Father Ron
As Chaplain of the Polish/American Club I have the honor of inviting you to the 31st Annual
South Suburban Polish Fest. You don't need to be Polish to attend and there is no charge for
admission.
The Polish Grove is located two blocks north of Glenwood Oaks Restaurant. The exact address is
18600 E. Glenwood - Thornton Road in Glenwood, Il 60425.
On this multi acre estate, you will be able to tour Father Ron's home, built at the turn of the
century. You may even take a picture with his "bearded dragon."
There will be an abundant of rides for the young ones - paddle boats on Lake Turtle, train rides,
pony rides. For you seniors, there is bingo. You are invited to feed the Goats!
The Music will be played by Ted Tomczak's band, "Take Five." Father Ron will teach the Polka on
request.
Polish Food and Festive Drinks can be purchased.
Remember, "In Heaven there ain't no Beer, that is why
we drink it here."
Sunday, August 8th (2:00PM to 6:PM)
Father Ron

MIRACLE OR MAGIC?
It can be easy to just say, “Oh yes, this is the story of the miracle of the multiplication of
the loaves and fishes, when everybody decided to share the bits of food they had.” But how
much of it is really about feeding the crowds? “Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy
enough food for them to eat?’ He said this to test him, because he knew what he was going
to do.” It must have been very hard to trust Jesus, especially when the disciples often didn’t
understand him. This year has been challenging for us, too, to trust that God will provide,
and also challenging for us to ask for help.
In the Rule of Saint Benedict, there is a chapter called “The assignment of impossible
tasks.” It says, in essence, that when your superior tells you to do something impossible, it
is fine to go talk to them about it, but in the end you may still be asked to do this task. In
what situations are we called to trust? When are we asked to act in faith or to do the
impossible task?

Summer Fun!
Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!

You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish office.
When they are available you can pick them up or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10 Meijer $25
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25 Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25 Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, July 26
Ss. Joachim and Anne
Tuesday, July 27
Wednesday, July 28
Thursday, July 29
Ss. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
Friday, July 30
St. Peter Chrysologus
Saturday, July 31
St. Ignatius of Loyola
Sunday, August 1
9:30 Bette Smith req by
Rosemary Newhuis & Family

Catholic Charities Regional Food Pantry
at St Irenaeus
Food Pantry Coordinator Adam Johnson
Pantry Office phone 708-300-2390
Pantry Fax 708-300-2945
Pantry e-mail
adjohnson@catholiccharities.net
Pantry Hours:
Monday’s 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday’s 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

News from Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary
Members of the Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary will meet on Sunday, July 25,
at 1 p.m. in Room 8 of the Religious Education building. This will be the
opening meeting for the 2021-2022 term.

III
Nicholas Niendorf
&
Paige McCoy
If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish Office 708-748-6891

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

July 18
Weekly Collection

$1,997.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,268.00
$3,265.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,535.00)
Budget Year to Date

17,400.00

Total Year to Date

$15,640.00

Budget YTD Short

($1,760.00)

July 18
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total
Maintenance Fund YTD

$30.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$70.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$410.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Mike Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

“Thank You Ad” and Present It
✂ThePleaseNextCutTimeOutYouThisPatronize
One of Our Advertisers

708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
$99 Down
$99 Per Month
$99 Installation
This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The
advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and
assumes that third-party financing is available for new customers
at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months.
Promotion available to qualified buyers on approved credit with
$99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual
percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings.
LeafGuard is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with LeafGuard, under terms and
conditions arranged directly between the customer and such
lender, all of which are subject to credit requirements and
satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms
advertised are estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with,
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an
introduction to lenders interested in financing its customers.
Expires 8/31/2021

Receive a $25 Amazon gift card
with FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able
to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the
participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior
to reservation. Expires 8/31/2021

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

