The Parish Community of
Infant Jesus of Prague
St. Irenaeus & St. Lawrence O’Toole
July 24, 2022 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Kris’ Corner
One of the most practical questions we can ask ourselves is, “How much do I
believe in prayer?” Most people believe in prayer some, but not enough to set aside a
time daily for prayer, to pray with their spouses, to pray daily with their families, or to
pray at work, on the street, or on the phone. These omissions in prayer have very bad
effects. They contribute to weak faith, weak marriages, weak families, and weak
churches.
To encourage us to pray to the max, the Lord assures us that He wants to answer
our prayers more than anyone ever wanted a prayer answered. He will give us what we
ask for, or better, He promises, “Ask and you shall receive; seek and you shall find;
knock and it shall be opened to you.” In fact, the Lord will give us not only answers to
our prayers; He even gives us the Holy Spirit who “helps us in our weakness, for we do
not know how to pray as we ought.”
The gospel is a lesson on perseverance in prayer. The neighbor keeps at it and
wears the man down. It’s a parable. But Jesus tells us to “wear God down” with our
prayers. Keep at it. Don’t give up. If we are asking for what is right, the Lord will not
refuse us. But he expects perseverance with unbounded hope. Jesus, teach us to pray…
And speaking of prayer… Let us continue to pray for our parish and for the spirit
of unity. The Unification Team (the representatives from each of the three churches) met
on Wednesday to have a discussion about the last services at St. Irenaeus and St.
Lawrence churches, and what that celebration of moving to Flossmoor should look like.
The date will be announced shortly. We will also ask all the parishioners about their
feedback and thoughts regarding a new name for our larger/unified parish.
Also, just a reminder, this weekend and the next weekend (the last two weekends
of July) we will have registration for our Religious Education classes. The registration
will take place after all the weekend Masses in the parish hall (which is connected to the
church) in Flossmoor. I know many of us are still in our Summer mode, but it’s time to
think about the new school year already. Have a blessed week!
“Time flies, eternity awaits!” (St. John Paul II)

Hello friends!
I hope this finds you well and enjoying your summer! I just had the pleasure of taking some
time off, so I am back and ready to roll. We are in the process of getting prepared for our next school
year and are very excited to see the kids again (in a few weeks)!
I would like to welcome all of our new friends from SS. Irenaeus and Lawrence O'Toole. We are
happy to join with you on this faith journey and hope that you will plan to become involved with our
school community as well as our new parish community. We will happily find ways for you to share
your love of Jesus and of learning with our students. Please also note that students in our new parish
as well as those from our neighboring 294 Corridor parishes receive parishioner tuition rate here at
IJP School. It would be our pleasure to enroll your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and
friends to our fabulous school. Contact Diane Klupchak, our Registrar, at dklupchak@ijpschool.org or
at 708-799-5200 x 204 for more information.
Project Update
So much is happening here to update our building this summer! Some prayers might be
needed to ensure their completion by the time teachers and students arrive on campus. Perhaps you
remember that because of the generosity of our parish and school families, we are able to install air
conditioning throughout the older part of the school building. We are pleased to announce that
installation is underway in the hopes to have it turned on by August 1st. This will give us time to
ensure that everything is working properly for the start of school.
You may have noticed progress being made on our new PreK-K playground as the old
playground area was prepared and concrete was poured this week. We now wait on the actual
equipment to be delivered and installed, hopefully next week. After that, the rubber flooring and
fence will be installed. Students will be excited to use it, for sure!
Updates to our 1960’s bathrooms are underway as well. Epoxy flooring was added and tile
walls painted. New lighting installation and repairs to falling plaster have been completed, and now
we wait for touchless towel dispensers to be installed. The touchless sinks that were added last year
complete a safer, more aesthetically pleasing environment for our students.
Wiring, internet access, new gym lighting, and freshly painted gym foyer round out the
improvements being made for this summer. We are looking into additional security systems in order
to keep us all safe here at school as well. Our IJP School campus is top-notch. I hope that you’ll take
advantage of times soon to come and see all that we have done and have to offer.
In the meantime, have a pleasant summer and let me know if you have any questions for me. You
can reach me at ckelly@ijpschool.org or 708-799-5200 x 242.
Peace,
Charlotte Kelly
Principal

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, July 25
St. James
Tuesday, July 26
Ss. Joachim and Anne
Wednesday, July 27
Thursday, July 28
Friday, July 29
Ss. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
Saturday, July 30
St. Peter Chrysologus; Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, July 31
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 Bob Willford req by
The Family
Mary Lou Francesconi req by
Don & Judy Korte

We are still having
Sunday Mass at 9:30 AM until
further notice
If you have any questions
please call the parish office
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation,
nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

A Prayer for “Renew My Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

The Knights of
Columbus will
gather for a
corporate
celebration of the
Eucharist on
August 7 at the 9:30
Mass. The Ladies Auxiliary
will also partner
in this
celebration. All
parishioners, of
course, are
invited to attend.

Religious Education Registration for Religious Education classes for the Parish Community
of Infant Jesus of Prague and SS. Irenaeus and Lawrence O’Toole will take place on
Saturday, July 23rd & 30th after the 5 pm Mass and on Sunday, July 24th & 31st after the
9 am & 11 am Masses in the IJP Church hall. If you are new to the program please bring a
copy of your child’s Baptism certificate with you.
Tuition for the 2022-2023 Religious Education program will be as follows:
1 child - $130
2 children - $180
3 or more children - $200
Sacramental Fee for Communion and Confirmation - $50 per student
Book Fee - $25 per student
We look forward to meeting you and your children.
If you have any questions, please contact the office @708-799-5400.

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

SILENT DIRECTED RETREAT: IN THE STILLNESS GOD SPEAKS
“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him.” Psalm 37:7
Dates/Times: Wednesday, August 3 at 5:30 p.m. (Dinner) to Sunday, August 7 Noon (Brunch)
Registration begins at 3:30 p.m. Opening session is at 6:30 p.m. Fee: $385 includes room, meals, and
individual spiritual direction. A six-day retreat may be arranged concluding on August 9. Additional fee will
apply.
Single-Day Option: August 4, 5, 6 from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Fee: $65 per day includes individual
spiritual direction, access to a private room, and lunch.
“Learning to be quiet before the Lord is one of the greatest challenges we face today in our quest to enter
in and experience true intimacy with God”. (James Goll) Scripture implies that stillness involves waiting and
that blessings follow those who wait on God, not initiating action in our own strength and timing, but
experiencing instead the blessings of God’s good and perfect timing. The Silent Directed Retreat promises
an environment that fosters silence, solitude, prayer, rest, and renewal as you find yourself surrounded by
the beauty of St. Francis Woods. Each day you will have the opportunity to meet with a trained spiritual
director.
Spiritual Directors: Sue Carter, Philip Davey, OFB, and Janice Keenan, OSF

Church Stewardship
Budget

The Sacrament
of Marriage

$5,800.00

July 17
Weekly Collection

$2,822.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$518.00
$3,340.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,460.00)
Budget Year to Date

$17,400.00

Total Year to Date

$8,415.00

Budget YTD Short

($8,985.00)

July 17
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total
Maintenance Fund YTD

$5.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$45.00
$115.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff
Rectory Phone: 748-6891

Rev. Kris Paluch, Pastor
Rev. Ron Kondziolka, Associate Pastor
COURAGE
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
Hotlines:

708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

