St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
July 18, 2021 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For several weeks now, I have been talking about the ridiculous amount of violence we see in the news
media, especially in our own Chicago city streets. Of course, that same media has not let us be simply
content to concentrate our prayer efforts on Chicago alone. It continues to show us video from around the
United States. But what I continue to be angered by are the times any newscaster feels the need to give
warning “the video you are about to see is graphic and may not be suitable for everyone to see.” If such
violence is happening, who is taking that video and sending it to the news stations? I realize the police look
for any clue or indication of evidence and those videos might help them find someone, but that doesn’t
mean that the whole world has to see it. It’s one of the reasons I limit my exposure to the mainstream news.
I know it’s important to stay informed, but the same sorts of stories every day, and then revisiting old stories
and showing those particular videos over again is making me ready for the asylum.
Cardinal Cupich asked us to either put a letter he wrote on stopping the same violence I was referring to into
our bulletins or share on social media. I believe that everyone is entitled to their opinions on any subject.
As I have been saying, I think this daily violence in the news is going to make me insane. There is
absolutely NO REASON people should ever feel like they need to kill someone else they should not even
want to harm another person! I admit there are times I am tempted to harm someone. There are plenty of
times during the course of a week I get angry with one thing or another AND, in my head only, threaten that
bodily harm, but what would the point be? How would my acting on that anger and going to prison help
that anger? Does that really make someone feel better, especially if the person harmed dies? You know I
still watch Perry Mason. I’ve seen more people who are found to be the murderer of that show who appear
to be remorseful of their deed than practically anyone in the news stories of our day. Remorse and regret
are no longer “valid” feelings in society.
This is where I believe prayer to be the most beneficial thing we can do to stop the violence. God offers,
and offers and offers and offers, His grace to those people who are tempted to harm or kill. It’s the main
problem with free will. I’m glad we have it, but there are very few people percentage-wise throughout the
world using that free will for the good of making the world a better place for all of humanity. Instead, those
who make weapons continue to make them, and be sure that they are available for purchase by the general
public. Sure there is that thing that is referred to as a “conceal and carry permit.” But that little piece of
legality certainly doesn’t deter someone from finding a way to buy them. As many have said before me
“Criminals will always find a way to commit crimes if they want to.” Sadly, there are just not enough
people in the law enforcement industry to keep the illegal selling of those firearms from happening.
The other thing I would very much like to see is Mayor Lightfoot, Superintendent Brown, and States
Attorney Foxx to be on the same page regarding crime. The continued blaming of any one, two or all three
of these officials toward another is as bad as I’ve ever seen it. I think once a person kills another they
should never be allowed to be back on the streets. Or find an uninhabited island somewhere and take all of
the criminals giving each of them a gun and let them have at it at one another. Of course, I’m joking about
that island, but then how else do we stop the vicious cycle? If killing is all that murderers are interested in
the world today, then maybe there can be a reality TV show called “Reality Check” which literally shows
the population exactly where committing such heinous acts gets you. Mind you, there would have to be
neither possible parole nor any way for any of the inmates to escape the island. Again, I write that in jest.
As I said this past weekend in my homily, the ONLY way that this all comes to a halt is for EVERY person
on earth to put God first in their lives, the lives of others equally tied for second, and their own needs or
wants last. Mind you, violence has been on this earth for thousands of years before Jesus came and 2000
years since He was violently and unjustly put to death and subsequently rose from the dead. It would take
one huge act of faith for that to happen simultaneously, but haven’t we been taught that ALL THINGS ARE
POSSIBLE FOR GOD.
Please, God.
Fr. Mike
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
In Chicago, in the metro area, and even more widely across our nation, we face a profoundly painful moment in our life
together. So many families are grieving the loss of loved ones to violence, and those loved ones include babies and
small children. The grief is compounded by the senselessness of the loss. Fear accompanies many of us as we go about
our daily lives. We are afraid of becoming a victim of gun violence, or a carjacking, or an assault. And we are afraid
not only for ourselves but also for the people we care for.
As we recover from the pandemic and embrace a more familiar way of life, the comfort of normalcy we had hoped for
is being spoiled by a menacing violence that threatens all of us.
Understandably, we want this horrifying situation resolved without delay. Government leaders and community activists
have offered many ideas, for example: more effective policing, reforming the criminal justice system, stemming the
flood of illegal guns, dismantling gangs, investment in historically disadvantaged neighborhoods, strengthening
education and shoring up family life. I cannot claim special expertise in all these matters. But as a pastor, I can point to
the underlying spiritual crisis that this violent and unstable situation has provoked.
When violence prompts grief, fear, and a loss of hope, as it always does, people feel alienated from one another. On
one level, the fractures appear to be along the lines of race, ethnicity, economic class, and political affiliation. But it
runs much deeper than that. We seem unable or unwilling to comprehend that we are inextricably connected with each
other. Yet we truly are fratelli tutti, as Pope Francis put it — all brothers and sisters to each other. If we lose that sense
of interconnectedness, we also lose our sense of compassion, empathy and responsibility for each other. And that
counts as an incalculable spiritual loss, with profound consequences for how we live together as neighbors, as members
of the same human family. In this light, I recall the prophetic words of Dr. Martin Luther King in 1964: “We must learn
to live together as brothers [and sisters] or perish together as fools.” (St. Louis, March 22, 1964)
The challenge, especially for believers, rests at the very center of the Church’s identity. At the beginning of the Second
Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Church, we see powerful and defining words: the Church is in the manner of a
sacrament, that is, an effective sign of the unity of all humanity in God. If we, the people of God, are to remain faithful
to our identity and our calling, we must respond to the challenge to human solidarity that violence has provoked. At the
same time, we can legitimately ask ourselves: What can we do? What difference can we make? How can we bridge the
divides that separate us?
Faith does not give us ready-made solutions to complex problems. Faith does give us hope that with God’s help we can
move forward, and that we ought to move forward as best as we can. With that in mind, I want to propose to Catholics
and to all people of good will five steps that we can take:
Ask questions: Explore our experience and seek understanding, but in asking questions, also be prepared to
authentically listen, even when what we are hearing proves painful.
Dialogue: Seek honest exchanges with people of different backgrounds. No one person or group has all the answers,
and when we speak with and listen to those who have experiences and expertise that differs from our own, we begin to
move toward understanding. We cultivate empathy.
Pray: Ask for enlightenment, place struggling people in God’s hands, and imagine Jesus walking with us, because he
is.
Follow the prompts: If we truly open ourselves to God and to each other, and if we remain attentive, we will begin to
identify where God is leading us. This is discernment.
Stay connected: The great temptation during a time of crisis is to retreat to what we consider a safe space. In fact, what
we most need is to go out of our comfort zones and accompany one another, even when that calls for effort and even
some risk.
Continued on the next page

For people of faith, no matter the severity of the crisis, the last word is trust in God. The stirring words of Psalm 91
have consoled me and strengthened my resolve these days:
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
and abides in the shade of the Almighty
says to the Lord: “My refuge,
my stronghold, my God in whom I trust.”
It is he who will free you from the snare
of the fowler who seeks to destroy you;
he will conceal you with his pinions
and under his wings you will find refuge.
You will not fear the terror of the night
nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the plague that prowls in the darkness
nor the scourge that lays waste at noon.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand fall at your right,
you, it will never approach;
his faithfulness is buckler and shield.
And finally, in the words of Pope Paul VI: “If you want peace, work for justice.”
God bless you and your loved ones and keep you safe.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Archbishop of Chicago

News from Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary
Members of the Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary will meet on Sunday, July 25,
at 1 p.m. in Room 8 of the Religious Education building. This will be the
opening meeting for the 2021-2022 term.
WELL LAID PLANS
It is important to have balance in our lives, and Jesus
was indeed trying to teach this to the Apostles, but
when they got to their intended place of repose, they
encountered so many people Jesus was filled with
compassion. No doubt he went about feeding them
spiritually and physically; it would have been
important for him to be hospitable. But at some point
in time, I’m guessing that he still pulled the apostles
aside and told them “Okay, people are settled now, so
let’s leave all the excitement, delegate the job to
somebody else, and find some peace and quiet.” None
of us is any good at our prayer, our ministries, our
lives, unless we take the time to find the quiet and go
back to replenish our own wells. There is no way we
can give to others unless we do. That is why we return
to church each week, to rest and be nourished and
renewed. And none of us is so important that we can’t
take time away to take care of ourselves. So be gentle
with yourself and with others this week.

Food Pantry Up Date
Catholic Charities Regional Food Pantry
at St Irenaeus
Pantry Office phone 708-300-2390
Pantry Fax 708-300-2945
Pantry e-mail
adjohnson@catholiccharities.net
Pantry Hours:
Monday’s 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday’s 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish Office 708-748-6891

Summer Fun!
Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!

You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish office.
When they are available you can pick them up or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10 Meijer $25
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25 Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25 Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, July 19
Tuesday, July 20
St. Apollinaris
Wednesday, July 21
St. Lawrence of Brindisi
Thursday, July 22
St. Mary Magdalene

II
Nicholas Niendorf
&
Paige McCoy

Friday, July 23
St. Bridget
Saturday, July 24
St. Sharbel Makhlūf
Sunday, July 25
9:30 Mary Lou Francesconi req by
Marion & Rita King
Bette Smith req by
Don & Judy Korte

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

SILENT DIRECTED RETREAT: WALKING IN WONDER
“Awaken your spirit to adventure; . . .
for your soul senses the world that awaits you.” John O’Donohue
Dates/Times: Wednesday, August 4 at 5:30 p.m. (Dinner) until Sunday, August 8 Noon (Brunch)
Registration begins at 3:30 p.m. Opening session is at 7 p.m.
Fee: $385 (includes room, meals, and individual spiritual direction). A six-day retreat may be arranged
concluding on August 12. Additional fee will apply.
Single-Day Option: Thursday, Friday, Saturday (August 5, 6, 7), 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fee: $65 per day includes spiritual direction and lunch.
We are created with a huge capacity for awe and wonder, to see and know the presence of God everywhere
and to delight in it. Everyday experiences can be both amazing and available to each of us if we have our
antennae up to walk in wonder, gaining the perspective that makes us feel humbled and blessed. The Silent
Directed Retreat promises an environment that fosters silence, solitude, prayer, rest, and renewal as you find
yourself surrounded by the beauty of St. Francis Woods. Each day you will have the opportunity to meet
with a trained spiritual director and participate in Liturgy.
Spiritual Directors: Fr. Michael Jennrich, OFM, Sue Carter, and Sr. Janice Keenan, OSF

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

July 11
Weekly Collection

$3,722.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,533.00
$5,255.00

Weekly Budget Short

($545.00)

Budget Year to Date

11,600.00

Total Year to Date

$12,375.00

Budget YTD Over

$755.00

July 11
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total
Maintenance Fund YTD

$20.00
$24.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$45.00
$340.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Mike Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 708-300-2390

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
$99 Down
$99 Per Month
$99 Installation
This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The
advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and
assumes that third-party financing is available for new customers
at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months.
Promotion available to qualified buyers on approved credit with
$99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual
percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings.
LeafGuard is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with LeafGuard, under terms and
conditions arranged directly between the customer and such
lender, all of which are subject to credit requirements and
satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms
advertised are estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with,
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an
introduction to lenders interested in financing its customers.
Expires 8/31/2021

Receive a $25 Amazon gift card
with FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able
to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the
participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior
to reservation. Expires 8/31/2021

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

