St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
January 2, 2022 The Epiphany of the Lord

A “two-for”
Strange title, but it fits the celebrations for this weekend. January 1st is the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of
God, while the celebration of Epiphany falls on January 2nd and that is a Sunday. This weekend comes on
the heels of the long Christmas weekend when Christmas Eve was the Friday, Christmas on Saturday, and
the very next day was the celebration of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. It’s a lot of liturgy to
fit into a small timeframe, but every celebration is unique and important to the mysteries of our faith. Since
we are past the Christmas/Holy Family weekend, I’ll stick with the celebrations at hand for this weekend.
January 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation even if it falls on a weekend. We don’t tend to think that way
normally, but instead we say that the obligation to attend Mass on the Holy Day is suppressed when they fall
on a Saturday or Monday. Not so with this January 1st celebration of the Blessed Virgin’s Motherhood. It
was not always a Holy Day of Obligation. The 1st used to be known as “the Circumcision of the Lord Jesus,”
as Jewish tradition says that male children are to be circumcised on the 8th day of their new life. I’m not sure
of the exact year that the Church changed it, but they did. But, you know, when I was growing up, there was
no question as to whether or not you were attending Mass on the 1st of January IF ONLY to give thanks to
God for a new year. I remember my parents going to Church on New Year’s Eve before hosting the
neighbors’ party. Again, I’m sure my parents were not the only ones from those neighborhood friends who
went to Mass before joining the party either. But the Church changed the focus of the day (even though the
readings of the day never changed – they still focus on the DAY of Jesus’ circumcision).
Our Blessed Mother will always be a mystery through her whole life. Questions are always asked about her
motherhood of the Son of God. How did the Holy Spirit impregnate Mary? Did Jesus actually have a “Y
chromosome?” How was it that Mary NEVER sinned? How did she remain a virgin after Jesus was born?
Why Mary and not someone else? They are all questions that theologians have pondered for many years and
have only come up with shadows of actual explanations for them. It’s not that God doesn’t want us to think
and pray about these questions and mysteries. In fact, He prefers that we do so.
What about Epiphany? Is Epiphany a mystery? The answer is actually yes.
There had to be something special about the Feast of Epiphany so much so that the Church made it a
moveable feast. Most people remember Epiphany was celebrated on January 6th each year. So what is so
special about three “wise men” following a star and bringing gifts to celebrate a child’s birth? After all,
many people have surmised that these men were astrologers – those people that “read” the stars and offer
horoscopes. Isn’t that something we are not supposed to believe? Does an astrologer really see the way our
day would unfold? How?
The “wise men” (or Magi) simply knew about what certain signs were supposed to symbolize. In this case,
a new star was supposed to represent the CROWNING of a new king or a newborn baby born into royalty.
They were excited enough to see this new one and they brought customary gifts for a king – gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
So what was special about this event? Jesus. His meager and humble surroundings that He was born into
most likely threw the Magi for a loop, but they still believed what the new star meant. Plus, these men were
not Hebrews. They were (as usual) foreigners. They were the unexpected visitors for a humble child and
His parents. But what gifts are we going to bring to the newborn seeing as we just received gifts last
weekend? That is up to you.

Peace and Happy New Year! 2022 A.D. is upon us.
Rev. Michael Novick

We Remember & Pray for our Loved Ones during the holiday season
Thank you for your generosity in providing the
beautiful Christmas flowers this year.
Christmas Flowers 2021 in Memory/Honor of
John & Jean Wenc
McGhee Family
Ron Feltz
Karl Weimer
Ociepka Family
David G. Newhouse
George & Anna Newhuis
Frank & Mary Kogler
Lawrence Kogler
Harriet Walker
Ola Mae Boae
Melva LeBlanc
Evla Perham Chanller

Jesse Parham
Anthony Menza
Kay & Jim Rinella
Fratto Family
Menza Family
Victor & Janine Bialasik
David Gilman
Vickers Family
William Barclay III
Glovenor Steele
Juanita Robinson
Darlene Robinson

Angela Leofanti
Beverly Helm
Miriam Corcoran, S.C.N.
Paul Cordes
Paul & Frances Headley
Michael Headley
Mark Headley
Michael J. Veldhuizen
Roger Sutton Jr.
Nancy Leli
Dorothy Hillier
Leo & Hattie Montgomery

Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!

You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish office
or in the church collection basket.
When they are available you can pick them up in church or the parish office
or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10
Meijer $25 Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25 Jewel Foods $25
Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25 Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50
Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25 J.C. Penney $25
Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25 Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25%
of your everyday purchases back to the church. Scrip/Gift card order forms can be found

on the back table in church or on the

A variety of gift cards are available for purchase
parish website. You can also call the parish
at the parish office. If you have any questions
office and we can mail you the form(s).
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891
Thank You! This program runs all year.

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

REIMAGINING THE NEW YEAR WITH FLEXIBILTY, STRENGTH AND BALANCE Via Zoom
Date: Saturday, January 8
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Central
Fee: $20
Start this year with positive and doable expectations, utilizing simple and effective self-care tools
to keep yourself strong, grounded and flexible. Gentle stretching from the comfort and safety of a
chair, breathwork techniques, guided meditation and reflection/journaling will help you develop a
strong foundation for the new year.
Facilitators: Cecily Hunt, MDes, Certified Yoga Instructor and Therapist E-500 and
Marcy Hunt, PhD, Counseling Psychologist team up to present a workshop that will help you selfreflect and learn new ways of being.

“HAVING A CONTEMPLATIVE STANCE:
FINDING GOD EVERYWHERE” - a STAY TREAT: Via Zoom
Dates/Times: Monday, January 10 - Friday January 14
Time: 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Central with Opening/Closing Sessions on Monday and Friday
Fee: $60
All of creation forms a ladder to God for those who see with eyes of faith. Are we able to see the
finger of God, divine providence, in the big and small events of our daily lives? This virtual retreat
features one-hour opening and closing sessions that include music, prayer, meditation, and
sharing. During the week we ask you to dedicate at least 30 minutes a day, free from work or
daily tasks. You might choose to read, walk, write, pray, rest, color, or meditate. Inspirational
readings, poems, videos, and music are all part of your retreat. Feel free to visit St. Francis Woods
and enjoy the sacred grounds. A 45- minute Spiritual Direction session during the week is
included and will be scheduled at your convenience. Zoom links will be emailed along with
materials.
Facilitators: Janice Keenan, OSF, Megan Beutel

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, January 3
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
8:00 Communion Service
Tuesday, January 4
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Wednesday, January 5
St. John Neumann
Thursday, January 6
St. André Bessette
Friday, January 7
St. Raymond of Penyafort; First Friday
Saturday, January 8
Sunday, January 9
The Baptism of the Lord
9:30 Bette Smith req by
The Family
Mary AuBuchon req by
Fr. Terry Johnson

NEWS FROM NINA COUNCIL
LADIES AUXILIARY
Members of the Nina Council
Ladies Auxiliary will meet on
Sunday, January 9, at 1 p.m.
in Room 8 of the Religious
Education building located just
south of the church. Parking
is behind the
building. Not a
member? Come
join us and see
what we are all
about.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
The Epiphany of the Lord
At the Mass during the Day O God, who on
this day revealed your Only Begotten Son to
the nations by the guidance of a star,
grant in your mercy that we, who know you
already by faith, may be brought to behold
the beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

Church Calendar’s
The church calendar’s
for 2022 are available
on the back table please
help yourself.

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

December 19
Weekly Collection

$2,415.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,418.00
$3,833.00

Weekly Budget Short ($1,967.00)
Budget Year to Date

$145,000.00

Total Year to Date

$138,124.23

Budget YTD Short

($6,875.77)

December 19
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$60.00
$50.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$110.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $2,577.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

708.652.1444

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Best Work • Best Rates

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!
Offer does not include cost of material.
Discount applied by representative at
time of contract execution.
Offer ends 12/31/2021.

Call during this program &
receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate &
free gutter inspection!
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail
value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.
darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant
via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not
valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

Sign up here:

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

