St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
January 10, 2021 The Baptism of the Lord

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD

Priests, Prophets, Kings
Loving Father, at our Baptism we were anointed in Christ’s name to be priests, prophets, and kings. Our
mission is his. Help us to worship you, Lord God, and to offer our whole lives to you. Embolden us to share
your love and salvation. Empower us to seek your kingdom of justice and peace.
When the light of our faith wavers, and our white garments become stained and torn, cleanse us and renew
your Spirit within us. Guide us each day along the way of your Son so that we, your beloved children, may
be pleasing to you in all that we do. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sunday, January 10, 2021
Our Mission
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 55:1–11; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4bcd, 5–6; 1 John 5:1–9; Mark 1:7–11 or
Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Psalm 29:1–2, 3ac–4, 3b, 9–10; Acts 10:34–38; Mark 1:7–11.

Jesus, in his humanity, had to discern how to best offer his life to God. He drew inspiration from the promises
God had made to Israel and, through Israel, to all people—promises of prosperity, justice, and peace. Jesus may have
especially identified with the mysterious servant spoken of by the prophet Isaiah. This servant bravely brings God’s
salvation to everyone. As John the Baptist urged people to prepare for the next stage of salvation, his words would
have resonated with Jesus, who was baptized as a sign of his commitment to the mission that was taking shape within
him.
Our Baptism immerses us into the life of Christ, into his earthly ministry, his sacrificial death, and his union
with God the Father. As members of Christ’s body, we ask our selves, “What is my mission? For what good work has
God’s Spirit descended upon me?” Perhaps God is calling us to spend time with someone who is struggling. Perhaps
our mission is to change an unhealthy work environment. Our mission might be to address injustice in our
community. In all these ways and more, we, God’s beloved children, participate in the mission of Christ. In fulfilling
our mission we, too, will hear God declare that he is well pleased with us.

This Week and Beyond
The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

During Ordinary Time this year we will hear most often from the Gospel of Mark. However, the Gospel passage for
the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time is always from John. Matthew, Mark, and Luke present Jesus’ identity through
the lens of his ministry, but John’s focus is mostly on Jesus’ identity as God’s divine Son.
The Christmas season is filled with feast days that high light Jesus’ divinity. The passages from John’s Gospel
that we hear on the Second Sundays in Ordinary Time transition us from an emphasis on Jesus’ identity to his public
ministry. As we accompany Jesus in his ministry, today’s passage reminds us to stop and spend time with the Lord
so as to discover and rediscover all that he is.

Gospel/Ignatian Contemplation

Popularized by St. Ignatius of Loyola, Gospel contemplation is a way to pray with the Scriptures. It works best with
passages in which there is some action, such as a healing. Because Mark’s Gospel is filled with short passages in
which people are doing something, it is well suited for Gospel contemplation.
To begin, read the passage you have chosen several times. Note the people, setting, and any dialogue. Let the
scene take ever clearer shape in your mind. Then imagine that you are there, in the story. You might be one of
Jesus’ disciples, a person in the crowd, or someone who seeks healing. Notice who is with you, what you say and
do, and, most especially, how you interact with Jesus and how he interacts with you. Gospel contemplation is one
way to meet our Lord in our sacred texts. It might be helpful for those who are hesitant to try it to remember that the
Gospels were written so that we, like generations before us, may encounter Christ and find salvation in him.

The Gospel of Mark
Since it contains very little teaching and few parables, the Gospel of Mark is the shortest and most fast-paced of our
four Gospel accounts. It is also the darkest. The shadow of the cross looms from the first chapter as we hear Jesus
begin his ministry right after John the Baptist has been arrested (1:14). Jesus’ first miracle is casting out a demon, a
symbol of the evil he must confront (1:21–26). Chapter 2 consists entirely of stories in which people challenge Jesus
and object to his or his disciples’ actions. By chapter 3 people are already plotting his death (3:6). As the Gospel
continues, Jesus will face opposition from his family, the villagers of his hometown, and his disciples.
The portrait of Jesus that emerges from this threatening narrative is a Jesus who struggles and suffers. He is the
messiah, but he is a suffering messiah. “Suffering messiah” is a contradiction, an oxymoron. No one expected the
messiah, God’s chosen one, to suffer and be killed. Christians today are so familiar with the story of Jesus’ passion
and death that we forget how shocking it was, how horrible and horrifying. St. Mark reminds us.
As we move through the Gospel of Mark and hear how Jesus is challenged, misunderstood, ridiculed, and
physically attacked, we’re reminded that true discipleship has costs. Seeking the reign of God brings us into
opposition with others who either don’t understand how we’re trying to live or who downright reject the kingdom of
God that we seek. Jesus knows this. He has been through it. He now stands with us as we continue striving for his
kingdom, confronting evil in all its forms until at last he raises us up to life with him in his kingdom forever.
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Please visit our Web-site for information about live stream mass at
www.stirenaeuschurch.com We will live stream Sunday Mass at 9:30am.
Visit our Twitter page on Sunday to join us! https://twitter.com/st_irenaeus/
You can also watch daily mass on You Tube.

We Remember & Pray for our Loved Ones during the holiday season
Thank you for your generosity in providing the
beautiful Christmas flowers this year.
Christmas Flowers 2020 in Memory/Honor of
John Walatka
Lisl Loeech
Mary Lou Needham
Victor T. Needham Sr.
Fred Walaka
Paul Cordes
Al Cordes Family
F. Bruner Family
G & M Huber Family
David G. Newhuis
Frank & Mary Kogler
George & Anna Newhuis

Larry Kogler
Agnes Berbig
Nancy Bruno
Patricia Bruno
Josephine Zaharopalos
Tula Alexander
Sandy Winder
F. David Gilman
The Vickers Family
John & Jean Wenc
McGhee Family

Christmas 2020
Christmas YTD
$11,618.00
Christmas Budget
$12,300.00

Ociepka Family
Ron Feltz
Karl Weimer
Francis Mobee
Nicole Bassey
Alonra Ramos
Angela Leofanti
Beverly Helm
Miriam Corcoran, S.C.N.
Colleen Small
Mary Moutvic
Nancy Leli

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

Let’s start 2021 by
Shopping with Scrip/Gift cards!
You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish
office. When they are available you can pick them up or we can mail you your
cards!

Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Mariano’s $25
Olive Garden $25 Meijer $25 BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50 Chili’s $25
Shell Gas $25 J.C. Penney $25 Kohl’s $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25
Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your
everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the
parish office. If you have any questions please call the
parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

Catholic Charities Regional Pantry at St Irenaeus
Pantry Needs
Anything donated from this list will help us meet the needs of our clients.
Canned Vegetables - Canned Fruits - Canned Beans - Canned Olives
Nuts and Seeds - Dried Fruits - Canned Meats - Peanut Butter
Canned Soups - Canned Pasta Meals - Rice - Rice Sides - Pasta Sauce
Potato Sides - Pasta Sides - Pasta - Jelly
Donations can be dropped off at the main
entrance of the school on:
Monday’s from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Thursday’s from 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, January 11
8:00 Winnie & Bill Maune req by
The Family

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

December 27
Weekly Collection

$2,950.00

Tuesday, January 12
8:00 Special Intention Carmen Senseng req by
Friends

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,243.00
$4,193.00

Wednesday, January 13
St. Hilary
8:00 Mary Prosser

Budget Year to Date

$150,800.00

Total Year to Date

$153,449.02

Budget YTD Over

$2,649.02

Thursday, January 14
8:00 Lou Floyd
Friday, January 15
8:00 Parishioners of St. Irenaeus
Saturday, January 16
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, January 17
9:30 Mary Robestelli req by
The Johnson Family
Al Dean req by
The Family

The parish
office will be
happy to send
you a
statement of
your 2020 contributions for tax
purpose. Please call the office
748-6891 or email
stirenaeus@archchicago.org if
you would like a copy. Thank
you for your generosity last year.

Weekly Budget Short ($1,607.00)

December 27
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$30.00
$0.00
$30.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $2,286.00

If you have questions about GiveCentral or would
like our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish
Office 708-748-6891

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

January 3
Weekly Collection

$4,521.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,578.00
$6,099.67

Weekly Budget Over

$299.67

Budget Year to Date

$156,600.00

Total Year to Date

$159,548.69

Budget YTD Over

$2,948.69

January 3
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$55.00
$10.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$65.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $2,351.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Hotlines:
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
pregnancies
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Senior Services
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
708-596-2222
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 312-316-7329

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Pat Lisowski

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

708.652.1444

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Best Work • Best Rates

Broker Senior Specialist

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK

708-525-3379
30+ Years Modern Real Estate
Old Fashioned Service

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

2401 W. 183rd St, Homewood, IL 60430

patlinaction@gmail.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.

FAMILY OWNED
000485 St Irenaeus Church

LOCATED IN

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.jspaluch.com

www.smitsfh.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

