St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
February 27, 2022 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

People will know just who you are by what you say and do. That is the primary theme of
this weekend’s readings. It’s kind of like something I’ve been hearing a lot from people,
and I, too, am guilty of – once you say something, you cannot take it back. The same
thing can be said about social media – once you hit send in any of the various forums, it’s
gone. It’s a scary world to say the least.
These days around SLOT and St. Irenaeus, people are talking a whole bunch. Not all of
that talking is very nice, however. As a matter of fact, some of it is downright mean. As
I’ve been told before “that’s not the way your mother raised you” or “your father would
be rolling in his grave if he heard you saying things like that.” The bulk of us in the
Church these days have been living by a set of values that our families and (hopefully)
our teachers helped to form within us as we grew into responsible men and women. And
I know that those same parents and teachers would prefer that you help to teach your
children and grandchildren those very same values. Trust me when I say children do
watch our every move and listen to what we say. Just ask any young parent who hears
their child “curse” for the first time at the age of 2 or 3. What do you do so that the child
doesn’t continue and make it a habit as they grow? Just spank them? That doesn’t work.
The better thing to do would be to change your own bad habit as the child grows so that
they learn how to change their own habits that develop over time. But what do you do
when they hear those “curse” words from school classmates? You still have the ultimate
responsibility to teach how and why not to use such words.
Well, I know that I am not perfect in speech by any stretch of the imagination. I still fall
short at times. I try not to tear down others, especially behind their back, but it doesn’t
always work. Admitting our faults and failings SHOULD be the jumpstart to our
repenting. Isn’t it interesting, that with Lent beginning in just 3-4 short days from now,
the subject of repentance and changing our faults and bad habits is this weekend’s
theme?
Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. Mardi Gras is March 1st – paczki day! But Mardi Gras isn’t
simply a day to live excessively before Lent begins. Mardi Gras may literally mean “Fat
Tuesday” in French. And of course we have tons of images seen over the years of the
huge parades, and greens, purples, and golds lining Bourbon Street in New Orleans.
There have also been lots of sin moments happening down there, too. I’ve never actually
been to Mardi Gras in New Orleans, and I would say that it sounds interesting, but it’s
not on my bucket list.
continued

I know there are not as many opportunities to receive ashes as in the past at O’Toole.
We will have Mass on Ash Wednesday at 8:30 AM, and a liturgy of the word service at
Noon. If one of those times doesn’t work for you, there will also be Mass at 4:00 PM
over at St. Irenaeus. And still, if none of those times work for your schedule, please call
the local Churches about what times their Mass and Liturgy of the Word services are.
Please don’t ask at what point of the Mass the ashes will be distributed or how long the
Liturgy of the Word service lasts. You may not think questions like that actually hurt
priests, deacons, and staff members, but they do. It sounds to us like the ashes are the
most “uber-important” thing for the day rather than spending quality time with God at
the beginning of our 40 day season.
I don’t know if I ever told you the story about when I was an associate pastor at Holy
Name Cathedral (my assignment before O’Toole) on Ash Wednesday. There was an
evening Mass being celebrated by Cardinal George, and as you might imagine, the place
was packed with people. Well, ashes had been distributed after the Cardinal’s homily as
is proper for the Mass. There were so many people, it was an “all hands on deck” Mass –
every priest and deacon was needed not only for the ashes, but for the distribution of
Holy Communion. At Communion, I was going along just fine when a man came to me
and when I offered “The Body of Christ,” he responded, “Oh Father, I’m not here for
Communion. What line is distributing ashes? Where do I go?” My heart just sank for
that brief moment. Remember to ask yourself when in doubt “which is greater -- a
sacramental, or the Sacrament?” Oy vay?
What are you going to need to work on changing this LENT? As the Gilda Radner
character Roseanne Rosannadanna would say, “It’s always somethin’.”
Fr. Mike Novick
ST. JOSEPH LENTEN MISSION 2022

FALLING IN LOVE WITH GOD
Saturday, March 5th, 5:15pm
Sunday, March 6th, 8:00am, 10:30am, and 3-5pm
St. Joseph Church, 17951 Dixie Highway, Homewood, IL
Dr. Pauline Viviano will speak at all the weekend Masses on March 5 and 6 and then on
Sunday afternoon from 3pm to 5pm. Dr. Viviano is a retired Associate Professor of Theology.
She has taught at DePaul University and Catholic Theological Union in Hyde Park. She
received her doctorate in Biblical Languages and Literature from St. Louis University and has
written and spoken extensively on the scriptures.

Stations of the Cross
at
St Lawrence O’Toole

6:00 PM, Friday Evenings:
March 4, March 18, & April 1

Infant Jesus of Prague
7:00 PM, Friday Evenings
Ash Wednesday March 2
4:00 PM Mass at St. Irenaeus
Also at St. Lawrence O’ Toole
8:30 AM Mass
12:00 PM Word Service

St. Mary
227 Monee Rd., Park Forest
6:00 PM, Friday Evenings
and Soup & Bread Dinner at 6:30 PM

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

PRAYING WITH COLOR
Date: Monday, March 7 Time: 9:00 a.m. – Noon
Fee: $25
”Maybe you love color. Maybe you are a visual or kinesthetic learner, a distractible or impatient soul, or a
word-weary pray-er. Perhaps you struggle with a short attention span, a restless body, or a tendency to live
in your head. Maybe you hunger to know God better.” These words from Praying in Color®: Drawing a New
Path to God describe the prayer practice of teacher/author Sybil MacBeth originating from her heartfelt
desire to pray for family and friends that intersected with her love of color and doodling. Artist Ginny
Raftery will engage us in this practice inviting us to a new way to be with God and pray engaging body,
mind, and spirit.
Facilitator: Ginny Raftery is a working artist with a studio at Union Street Gallery in Chicago Heights, IL.
She has taught art for many years working with children, teens, and adults. Her approach to art is primarily
to encourage her students to relax and enjoy the process and hopefully gain confidence that what they
create is uniquely their own and an expression of the God within.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, February 28
Tuesday, March 1
Wednesday, March 2
Ash Wednesday
9:30 Parishioner of St Irenaeus
Thursday, March 3
St. Katharine Drexel
Friday, March 4
St. Casimir
Saturday, March 5
Sunday, March 6
First Sunday of Lent
9:30 Joe Smith req by
The Cheney Family
Don Alligair req by
Becky Witt

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Grant us, O Lord, we pray,
that the course of our world
may be directed by your peaceful rule
and that your Church may rejoice,
untroubled in her devotion.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!
You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order
form at the parish office
or in the church collection basket.
When they are available you can pick them up in church or
the parish office or we can mail you your cards!
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday
purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish
office. If you have any questions please call the parish office at
708-748-6891 Thank You! This program runs all year.

Scrip/Gift card order forms can be found
on the back table in church or on the
parish website. You can also call the parish
office and we can mail you the form(s).

The parish
office will be
happy to
send you a
statement of
your 2021 contributions for
tax purpose. Please call the
office 748-6891 or email
stirenaeus@archchicago.org
if you would like a copy.
Thank you for your
generosity last year.

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

February 20
Weekly Collection

$1,197.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$733.00
$1,930.00

Weekly Budget Short ($3,870.00)
Budget Year to Date

$197,200.00

Total Year to Date

$169,153.23

Budget YTD Short

($28,046.77)

February 20
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$14.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$54.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $3,496.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

Sign up here:

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

