St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
February 20, 2022 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Some Interesting Thoughts (at least they are to me)
Recently, I purchased a couple of books like I try to do at the beginning of each year. It’s
technically a resolution to read a little bit more each year, and like most resolutions, well you
know what happens – a couple of weeks later, the books collect dust. However, this year is a
little bit different for me so far. The C.S. Lewis book Mere Christianity sounded interesting.
It also has a companion journal that follows the same structure of the book with questions
that should spark a match or two in our brains and hearts, with space to write out those
thoughts. Journaling is a great tool for my spiritual life. I wanted to share a couple of
thoughts though from one of the chapters.
Lewis was not always a practical Christian, but he was a great thinker. He says that when
someone asks him why he believes that Christianity is the way to follow, he tells them there
are so many things in the faith that are SO unbelievable that it MUST be true. No one could
ever make this stuff up. The journal asks the reader to name something we believe that
seems very far-fetched. Here are my two big examples:
1. Start around the obvious central figure of Jesus Christ Himself. What do we say
about Him? First, we say that He is both human AND divine in nature. While we
believe it, it doesn’t even sound possible to our feeble brains. We barely have a
concept of the divine in the first place, let alone how a being of divine nature
becomes a human being WITHOUT ceasing to be divine, too. Let alone how could
anyone give their own flesh and blood to become food and drink? PLUS, look at
what He endured in His Passion and Death. What about the Resurrection?
2. The Blessed Virgin Mary is another big time unbelievable person to consider.
What do we believe to be true about her? She was conceived without original sin.
She not only was visited by an archangel, but she accepted the responsibility of
being the Mother of God’s Son, and was “impregnated” by the Holy Spirit, never
having had sexual relations with a man (and never did). Not only did she give birth
to the Son of God, but didn’t lose her virginity upon giving birth. PLUS, because
she was so devoted to God and His Son, God made it so that she would not die, but
would be assumed into Heaven in both body and soul.
I think about these two simple examples of things we believe and have been a part of our
faith for generations. You could look at Old Testament stories and think similarly about
many of them. Lewis’ point (as well as mine) is that we should ask “who would have ever
thought like this 2000+ years ago or more?” Or, as I like to say, “you just can’t make this
stuff up.”
What about you? What might be a piece of our faith that just sounds so unrealistic but we
believe to be a great truth? I’d love to know if you think and if you come up with something,
describe it to me. What blows our minds about it? Send your thoughts to
frnovick@slotoole.org.
Peace,
Fr. Mike Novick

ST. JOSEPH LENTEN MISSION 2022

FALLING IN LOVE WITH GOD
Saturday, March 5th, 5:15pm
Sunday, March 6th, 8:00am, 10:30am, and 3-5pm
St. Joseph Church, 17951 Dixie Highway, Homewood, IL

The story of our salvation in Christ reveals who God is and defines who we
are in relationship to God and to one another. This year’ s mission will
explore various aspects of the Christian story of salvation as set forth in the
Bible. We will move from our longing for God to God’ s longing for us in
creation, deliverance, and covenant. We will also address how God’ s
longing for us is most fully and completely realized in the gift of his Son.
We will wrap up the mission with a consideration of how we are to live our
acceptance of God’ s gift of salvation. The inspiration for this mission
comes from the following quote: “ Nothing is more practical than finding
God, that is, than falling in love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are
in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will
decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you do with your
evenings, how you spend your weekend, what you read, who you know,
what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall
in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything” (Pedro Arrupe, S.J.)
Dr. Pauline Viviano will speak at all the weekend Masses
on March 5 and 6 and then on Sunday afternoon from 3pm
to 5pm. Dr. Viviano is a retired Associate Professor of
Theology. She has taught at DePaul University and Catholic
Theological Union in Hyde Park. She received her doctorate
in Biblical Languages and Literature from St. Louis
University and has written and spoken extensively on the
scriptures. Her publications include many study guides for
the Books of the Bible. We are fortunate that she has agreed to be with us
for these Lenten days.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRIES

Ash Wednesday March 2
4:00 PM Mass at St. Irenaeus
Also at St. Lawrence O’Toole
8:30 AM Mass
12:00 PM Word Service

There will be no fish fries
again this year. The last time
these events occurred were
back in March, 2020 with
only 2 events. You may
recall that the Ladies
Auxiliary held a raffle for a
number of baskets at those
events. A limited number of tickets were sold at
that time. However, the Ladies decided to draw
tickets and pick the winners at their meeting on
March 6. Winners have been notified and here
they are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cozy Night at Home - Thomas Unton
Blessed Mother Musical Clock - Dawn Rowe
DIY Car kit - Sandy Brunson
DeLonghi Indoor Grill - Denise Moore
Cat Hut with Snacks - Jane Mattio
Smile - Sandy Brunson
Coach Purse - Joan S. Colt
Let it Snow - Rita Thompson
What's for Dinner - Renee Rossi
Money Tree - Kathy Murphy
Wine Basket - Marta Perales
Body Bubbles Bath Spa - Marta Perales

NINA COUNCIL LADIES AUXILIARY
BUNCO PARTY
The Ladies Auxiliary invites you to join us for a
Bunco Party on Sunday, February 27th at 2:00 p.m. in
The St. Irenaeus Religious Education Building. Doors
will open at 1:30 and seating will be limited to 40.
Please call Terri at the parish office (708-748-6891)
with your name and phone number to reserve your
place. Tickets are $7.00 and you pay at the door.
Cash prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.
Don’t know how to play? Not a problem. You will
learn as you play. Refreshments will be served.
Masks are required.

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

PRAYING WITH COLOR
Date: Monday, March 7 Time: 9:00 a.m. – Noon
Fee: $25
”Maybe you love color. Maybe you are a visual or kinesthetic learner, a distractible or impatient soul, or a
word-weary pray-er. Perhaps you struggle with a short attention span, a restless body, or a tendency to live
in your head. Maybe you hunger to know God better.” These words from Praying in Color®: Drawing a New
Path to God describe the prayer practice of teacher/author Sybil MacBeth originating from her heartfelt
desire to pray for family and friends that intersected with her love of color and doodling. Artist Ginny
Raftery will engage us in this practice inviting us to a new way to be with God and pray engaging body,
mind, and spirit.
Facilitator: Ginny Raftery is a working artist with a studio at Union Street Gallery in Chicago Heights, IL.
She has taught art for many years working with children, teens, and adults. Her approach to art is primarily
to encourage her students to relax and enjoy the process and hopefully gain confidence that what they
create is uniquely their own and an expression of the God within.

12 Step Recovery Mass
Last Sunday of every month
Please join our Presider, Fr. Len Dubi,
as we celebrate the Eucharist as a 12 Step Recovery Mass.
All people in any 12 Step Recovery Program
are invited to attend.
The Mass will begin at 2:00 at
St. Anne Church
16801 S. Dixie Hwy.
Hazel Crest, Il. 60429
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:
Elaine 708 269-6209 ebulanda@yahoo.com

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, February 21
St. Peter Damian
Tuesday, February 22
The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
Wednesday, February 23
St. Polycarp
Thursday, February 24
Friday, February 25
Saturday, February 26
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, February 27
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 Bette Smith req by
Rita Hackenmiller
Bill & Winnie Maune req by
The Family

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, always pondering spiritual things,
we may carry out in both word and deed
that which is pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Save The Date
Joe Smith Memorial
Blood Drive Saturday,
February 26, 2022 from
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Ryan Hall, St. Mary
Church, 227 Monee Rd.,
Park Forest, IL 60466. To schedule an
appointment please call Vitalant at
877-258-4825 or visit Vitalant.org and use
code ORD0271. Masks are required and
appoints are highly recommended. If you are
unable to donate on this date, you can donate
at another Vitalant blood drive by going to
Vitalant.org and use the code ORD0271 to
give credit to this drive.

If you have
questions about
GiveCentral or
would like our
Business Manager to assist you please
contact Karen Hoogland at the Parish
Office 708-748-6891

Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!
You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order
form at the parish office
or in the church collection basket.
When they are available you can pick them up in church or
the parish office or we can mail you your cards!
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your everyday
purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish
office. If you have any questions please call the parish office at
708-748-6891 Thank You! This program runs all year.

Scrip/Gift card order forms can be found
on the back table in church or on the
parish website. You can also call the parish
office and we can mail you the form(s).

The parish
office will be
happy to
send you a
statement of
your 2021 contributions for
tax purpose. Please call the
office 748-6891 or email
stirenaeus@archchicago.org
if you would like a copy.
Thank you for your
generosity last year.

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

February 13
Weekly Collection

$1,910.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,063.00
$2,973.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,827.00)
Budget Year to Date

$191,400.00

Total Year to Date

$167,223.23

Budget YTD Short

($24,176.77)

February 13
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$65.00
$.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$65.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $3,442.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

Sign up here:

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

