St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
December 6, 2020 Second Sunday of Advent

Dear St Irenaeus Parishioner
What a year it has been! Who would have known back in March when the state went into lock-down that we
would still be in a stay-at-home advisory? We live in strange and difficult times to say the least. To add to
the challenging tasks of the pandemic the South/Southeast Suburban Catholic Parishes are in the midst of
waiting for a decision in regards to the new configurations of parishes from the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Hopefully the new year will bring us a decision regarding the new parish configurations and a vaccine, both
providing hope and faith in a future for all of us together as the Body of Christ here in the Southland!
A few weeks ago you received the State of the Parish Financial Report. The parish finance committee
continues to look at ways to reduce the budget as we go forward. Since the report was mailed out, we have
learned that repairs to the church roof need to be made at the cost of $29,000.00. The flat section of the roof
on both the north and south sides of the building is all rotted out as well as the facia. The gutters also need
some repair. Fortunately, through your continued generosity the funds for this project can be drawn from the
To Teach Who Christ is Campaign. We are truly blessed!
Once again I would ask you to prayerfully consider increasing your weekly offering to the parish. As you all
well know, we have our weekly and monthly financial obligations. Our budget is based on weekly
contributions of at least $5,800.00 per week. Thank you for anything you might be able to do to further the
mission of the Gospel!
Three other ways to help increase income to the parish are through GiveCentral (online giving), Scrips Gift
Cards and AmazonSmile Program. GiveCentral provides you with a method of giving that is
automatically deducted from a bank account, debit card or credit card each week or each month. You decide
how it happens, how much is deducted and when it is deducted. There is a brochure included in this mailing
that explains GiveCentral in more detail. You can sign up online via the link on the parish website
www.stirenaeuschurch.com. Know that you can call the business manager and she will assist you in signing
up for GiveCentral. The Scrips Gift Card Program is another way for parishioners to purchase everyday
items like gas, groceries and medications, and help the parish receive a percentage of the amount spent. The
cards are purchased in a variety of denominations and from a wide array of vendors. They are purchased at
face value and the parish receives a certain percentage from the vendor. Cards are ordered by submitting
order forms with payments in the Sunday collection basket or order forms can be turned in to the parish office
by 11am on Mondays. You will be called when cards are available to be picked up at the parish office. An
order form is included. We also have a stock of cards in inventory. They may be purchased at the parish
office; please call ahead of time to confirm availability. The holidays are coming and it is a good time to give
these merchandise cards as gifts. The program runs all year long and is an easy and quick way to support the
parish. To help the parish using AmazonSmile, visit https://smile.amazon.com and then choose St Irenaeus
Church as your charity (Be sure the one you select is for our parish in Park Forest – there are several similarly
named parishes on the list!). Once you have chosen St Irenaeus Church as your charity, make sure when you
order from Amazon you always go to the AmazonSmile link on your browser or within your phone app to
give the parish credit.
As of this writing, Renew My Church continues to progress and has begun to narrow down a proposal. Our
grouping of eight parishes St Irenaeus (Park Forest), St Agnes (Chicago Heights), St Paul (Chicago Heights),
St Kieran (Chicago Heights), St Lawrence O’Toole (Matteson) St James (Sauk Village), St John (Glenwood),
and St Anne (Lansing) has worked very diligently and faithfully to produce scenarios from the feedback of all
our parishioners. Thank you to everyone who provided feedback. The Parish Grouping Team work
concluded a few weeks ago and the final recommendation from the Team will be submitted to the Cardinal
and the Executive Committee for their review. On December 17, 2020, the pastors and the grouping team will
meet with the Cardinal and the RMC team to present its recommendations. The Archdiocese will then make
the announcement of the new parish configurations towards the end of January 2021.
Continued on the next page

In the meantime, St Irenaeus is still alive and active and doing well in this new Covid-19 world. We still are
compelled by the Gospel message of Jesus to proclaim the Good news and to reach out in love to those in
our community on the margins and speak for those who have no voice.
And so I ask you to prayerfully consider increasing your weekly or monthly offering to the parish and its
ministries. With a consistent, steady Sunday offertory collection we can continue to reach out in mercy and
love the entire parish community.
Advent/Christmas Blessings,
Fr Terry Johnson, Pastor

Hi everyone!
The music ministry would like to start having
people participate in choir again. Of course we will
need to make some accommodations for the
current circumstances, but we are eager to give it
a try.
Practices will be on Wednesday evenings over
zoom. We will go over hymns and special music to
be performed at special events and seasons. We
will work together to make recordings of singers
accompanied by myself. Do not worry about the
technical parts of this, I promise to make it as easy and accessible as possible.
If you are interested please contact me. I am very much looking forward to starting this.
Thanks again, and please do not hesitate to ask any questions!
David Boban
davidboban@yahoo.com

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Path
God of power and might, you sent the prophets Elijah, Isaiah, and John the Baptist to call your people to the
path of righteousness.
When we wander off, you seek us out and lead us back. Guide us onto the right path.
Remove the obstacles that block our way.
Strengthen us to continue forward in faith and hope.
Protect us from all that endangers us. Compel us to support each other when we stumble or falter.
Help us to walk the path of holiness more quickly every day until we are running with joy into your
kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sunday, December 6, 2020
Hasten the Day

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11; Psalm 85:9–10, 11–12, 13–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14; Mark 1:1–8.
All three readings today urge us to participate in the completion of God’s reign. God tells Isaiah to speak
words of consolation. God’s people had sinned, and as a result they had been defeated by a foreign nation
and scattered from their homeland. God declares that he has forgiven them and is bringing them safely
back. The glorious restoration of God’s people, however, will only be possible if they turn back to God and
undertake the journey home.
John the Baptist declares that the Lord’s day is coming whether people want it to or not, but he also
insists that people can prepare themselves for it. They can acknowledge their sins so as to receive God’s mercy
and be empowered by God’s Spirit when the Lord comes.
Remarkably, in our Second Reading, we are told not only to prepare, but that by striving to live as
holy, faithful people, we bring God’s kingdom closer to completion. For those who wonder why Christ has
not yet returned in glory, St. Peter replies that God is giving us time to repent. The more quickly we allow
God’s Spirit to work within us, the sooner God will transform our world. We depend on God for “new
heavens and a new earth,” but when God sees that we are preparing ourselves and helping others to prepare
for this transformation, he will hasten the day of his Son’s return.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 7
St. Ambrose of Milan
God will heal his people of all that afflicts them so that they will return to their homeland and begin their lives anew.
The man whom Jesus heals in the Gospel passage is also given a new life. How will we live differently when we
encounter God’s healing and mercy? St. Ambrose’s life changed dramatically when the people of Milan asked him to
become their bishop. He wasn’t even baptized, but he accepted the new path that God laid out for him. May we do
the same. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 85:9ab and 10, 11–12, 13–4; Luke 5:17–26.

Tuesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception
Our belief that God kept Mary free from sin in order to bear the sinless Son of God sets Mary apart from us. For
some, Mary is too perfect to be relatable. The Second Reading reminds us that God planned for all of us to be holy.
God overshadows us with his Spirit so that we, too, will live according to his will. Carefully read through today’s
Gospel. Then imagine the angel Gabriel appearing to you. What does God ask of you? How do you respond? Today’s
Readings: Genesis 3:9–20; Psalm 98:1–4; Ephesians 1:3–6; 11–12; Luke 1:26–38.

Wednesday, December 9
Yoked
When Jesus urges us to yoke ourselves to him, we might think we are the oxen and he is walking behind us, steering
us. Instead, he probably means that he is yoked alongside us, sharing the weight of whatever we are pulling. As we
hear in the First Reading, God so lightens our burdens and strengthens us that we seem to have wings. Every few
hours, imagine Jesus walking beside you, listening and supporting you. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 40:25–31; Psalm
103:1–2, 3–4, 8 and 10; Matthew 11:28–30.

Thursday, December 10
Obstacles
God tells his people that they will cut through the mountains that block their path as they return home after being
scattered by war. This time of renewal points ahead to the kingdom that Jesus brings. Those who strive to enter God’s
kingdom will also face obstacles, but their faithful perseverance will bring them into the fullness of God’s reign.
Offer people a glimpse of God’s kingdom by volunteering at or donating to a local food pantry. Today’s Readings:
Isaiah 41:13–20; Psalm 145:1 and 9, 10–11, 12–13ab; Matthew 11:11–15.

Friday, December 11
Wisdom
In the Old Testament, God’s wisdom is personified as Lady Wisdom. She dwells among people, teaches them, and
draws them down the path of righteousness. Jesus both teaches and embodies God’s wisdom. Despite the crowd’s
refusal to believe it, Jesus is doing the work of God. He remains with us today, guiding us down the path of
righteousness. The Book of Proverbs 10—29 is a collection of wise sayings. Choose several that apply to you, and
bring them into your prayer. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 48:17–19; Psalm 1:1–6; Matthew 11:16–19.

Saturday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
The angel greeted Mary by calling her “favored one.” This term implied that Mary had a patron who had
commissioned her for some kind of work. Since Mary was a young woman from an insignificant village and God
was her patron, she was understandably worried about what she could do for God. As it turned out, she could do a
great deal. Just as God favored her, so she revealed God’s favor to others, such as the indigenous people of Mexico.
What do you need Our Lady of Guadalupe to reveal to you? Today’s Readings: Zechariah 2:14–17 or Revelation
11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26–38 or Luke 1:39–47.
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Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, December 7
St. Ambrose
8:00 Winnie & Bill Maune req by
The Family
Tuesday, December 8
The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 Al Dean req by
His wife Cosi
Wednesday, December 9
St. Juan Diego
8:00 Bob Lee req by
The McClain Family
Thursday, December 10
8:00 Jane Curosh req by
The Quilt Group
Friday, December 11
St. Damasus I
8:00 Parishioners of St. Irenaeus
Saturday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Sunday, December 13
9:30 Lynell Cross req by
Doug & Dorothy Worthan
Paul & Mark Headley req by
Kevin Headley

Scrip gift cards is an easy way to
Christmas shop!
You can order Scrip gift cards by
dropping off your order form at the
parish office and we will mail you your
cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10
Target $25 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10
Kohl’s $25 Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10
Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Chili’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 Meijer $25
BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50
Shell Gas $25 J.C. Penney $25 Menards $25
Visa Gift Card $50 The Home Depot $25
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase
at the parish office If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891
Thank You!

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

November 22
Weekly Collection

$23,221.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,988.00
$25,209.00

Weekly Budget Over

19,409.00

Budget Year to Date

121,800.00

Total Year to Date

$125,684.64

Budget YTD Over

$3,884.64

November 22
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$15.00
$30.00
$45.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $1,881.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

November 29
Weekly Collection

$1,504.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,758.00
$3,262.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,538.00)
Budget Year to Date

127,600.00

Total Year to Date

$128,946.64

Budget YTD Over

$1,346.64

November 29
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$30.00
$0.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$30.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $1,911.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Hotlines:
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
pregnancies
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Senior Services
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
708-596-2222
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 312-316-7329

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Pat Lisowski

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

708.652.1444

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Best Work • Best Rates

Broker Senior Specialist

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK

708-525-3379
30+ Years Modern Real Estate
Old Fashioned Service

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

2401 W. 183rd St, Homewood, IL 60430

patlinaction@gmail.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.

FAMILY OWNED
000485 St Irenaeus Church

LOCATED IN

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.jspaluch.com

www.smitsfh.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

