St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
December 27, 2020 The Holy Family of Jesus Mary and Joseph

During this Christmas season we have been anticipating the coming of the Lord Jesus into
our lives once again, or perhaps more accurately acknowledging that the Lord Jesus is with
us each and every day. That is indeed what Emmanuel means, God is with us!
On this Sunday after Christmas, the gifts have been given and received, the Christmas turkey
or ham has been turned into soup and the lights on the tree are burning brightly! What a
welcome distraction, even if only for few days!
I wonder how our celebrations of Christmas might move us into a different place in our
lives? How has this Christmas enlarged our hearts with hope and love for ourselves and our
world? If we recognize Emmanuel, God with us, how might we live and witness to that fact
in our lives? I am reminded of a quote from Pope Francis’ exhortation on hope, it says.
“we feel disoriented and even rather discouraged, because we are powerless
and it seems this darkness will never end. We must not let hope abandon us,
because God walks with us. God does not leave us to ourselves.”
There have been so many ways this past year that have reaffirmed and shown us all that God
does not leave us to ourselves, I am reminded of the following.
Our families presence in our lives, even if we have not been able to physically
be with them, offers hope because of their love shown to us this season.
♦ Our parish family of St Irenaeus holds us in hope and faith each and every day
♦ Our community of Park Forest offers us support and safety to live into the hope
and joy of this Christmas season.
♦ Our Renew My Church Grouping waits in hope for a decision based on the
needs and desires of all the faithful in the South/Southeastern parishes in
Vicariate VI
♦ Our world holds hope in the Coronavirus vaccine that it might bring us to a new
way of living in hope with one another across the globe.
As we come to the close of the year of 2020, let us all resolve to live out of hope, to not let
the darkness of the world and life make us powerless, let us live in the light. As we bid
farewell to this year of uncertainty, confusion and suffering let us recommit ourselves to life
as children of light. We are reminded to live the charge of our baptism to “receive the Light
of Christ and walk always as children of the light!” May this season of light and hope give
the strength and courage to be that light, the Light of Christ in the world each and every day.
♦

May the God of Light continue to fan the flames of faith in our lives as we anticipate the new
year of 2021!
Much hope and peace
Fr Terry Johnson

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

The Whole Family
God our Father, you entrusted your Son to Joseph and Mary, who readily accepted all that
came into their lives. They responded with humility and faithfulness to the future you
envisioned for them. Help us imitate their fidelity to you and to each other. Favor us with
wisdom, goodness, and peace. Strengthen your love within us, within our homes, and within
our faith communities so that we may embrace all that comes into our lives and welcome the
future you envision for us and for the whole human family.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sunday, December 27, 2020
Inspiring Holiness
Today’s Readings: Genesis 15:1–6; 21:1–3 or Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14; Psalm 105:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 8–9;
Hebrews 11:8, 11–12, 17–19 or Colossians 3:12–21; Luke 2:22–40.
Although we use the word holy to refer to someone who is good or pious, the term literally means that
someone or something is “set apart” for God. God set Abraham apart by making him the father of countless
descendants. However, did God choose Abraham because Abraham was good, or did God’s promises call
forth goodness from Abraham?
When it comes to Mary and Joseph, it may seem obvious that they were good and pious, but Jesus’ parents
must have also grown in holiness as they faced the unique task of raising God’s Son. God also called forth
holiness in Simeon and Anna when he inspired them to prophesy about the child Jesus. Jesus, too, though set
apart by his divine nature, also “grew and became strong” as God called forth holiness from him.
In what ways is God calling forth holiness from us? Perhaps we must care for aging parents or work
with a difficult sibling or child. Perhaps we are struggling to treat a member of Christ’s body with
compassion, humility, or patience. In such moments, God calls forth holiness from us. When we allow that
goodness to flow forth, we inspire holiness in others. By God’s grace and the examples of holiness that we
offer each other, we become more fully the holy family of God.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 28
Feast of the Holy Innocents
Herod shed the blood of others in order to protect his reign. Jesus shed his own blood in order to bring others into his
reign. One viciously protected himself and his power, while the other readily surrendered it. Each day we, too, act in
ways that are ultimately death-dealing or life-giving. What must we do to make sure that each day we turn away from
darkness and toward the light and life of Christ? Today’s Readings: 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalm 124:2–3, 4–5, 7b–8;
Matthew 2:13–18.

Tuesday, December 29
Stepping into the Light
While fulfilling the requirements of the Jewish Law, Jesus’ parents encounter Simeon, who prophesies that God’s
love incarnate has illuminated the world. When confronted by the light of Christ, however, people too often prefer
the darkness. We keep walking in our self-righteousness, greed, or anger. Spend some time reflecting on Jesus’
commandment to love one another. To whom can you show greater love this week? Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:3–
11; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 5b–6; Luke 2:22–35.

Wednesday, December 30
Favor
God favored the prophets Simeon and Anna with insight into the child Jesus. God especially favored his Son, who
grew in wisdom and strength. God likewise favors those who follow his Son, bestowing upon them knowledge,
victory over evil, and eternal life. St. John exhorts us to cling to God’s favor and resist favoring the things of the
world. What particular favor could you do for someone as a way of celebrating the favor that God has shown us all?
Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:12–17; Psalm 96:7–8a, 8b–9, 10; Luke 2:36–40.

Thursday, December 31
Choosing Faith
We speak of our faith as a gift, but we must choose to accept this gift. In both readings for today, we hear that some
people did not accept God’s gift of grace and truth in Jesus. As we try to understand why people abandon their faith,
we gain insight by reflecting on our moments of doubt. What circumstances have challenged your faith? Bring your
reflections into a prayer for those who are struggling in similar ways. Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:18–21; Psalm
96:1–2, 11–12, 13; John 1:1–18.

Friday, January 1
Mary, Mother of God
The blessing that Aaron gave the Israelites was incarnated in Jesus. God now blesses us by filling our hearts with the
Spirit of his Son. As Jesus’ mother, Mary physically bore that blessing within herself, rightly earning the title
“Mother of God.” Mary emerged from humble origins to be the most revered woman in the Church. Make a list of
all the titles for Mary that you can think of. Choose one or two of them, and learn why that title came to be used for
our Lady. Today’s Readings: Numbers 6:22–27; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:16–21.

Saturday, January 2
St. Basil the Great and
St. Gregory Nazianzen
“Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.” John the Baptist prepared people to follow and remain with
Jesus. St. Basil and St. Gregory helped the Church to remain steadfast in faith by giving brilliant and compelling
testimony about Jesus. What testimony have you received about Jesus that helps you remain with him? Today’s
Readings: 1 John 2:22–28; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 1:19–28.
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Catholic Charities Regional Pantry at St Irenaeus
Pantry Needs
Anything donated from this list will help us meet the needs of our clients.
Canned Vegetables - Canned Fruits - Canned Beans - Canned Olives
Nuts and Seeds - Dried Fruits - Canned Meats - Peanut Butter
Canned Soups - Canned Pasta Meals - Rice - Rice Sides - Pasta Sauce
Potato Sides - Pasta Sides - Pasta - Jelly
Donations can be dropped off at the main
entrance of the school on:
Monday’s from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Thursday’s from 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, December 28
The Holy Innocents
8:00 Al Dean req by
Faye Predny
Tuesday, December 29
St. Thomas Becket
8:00 Winnie Maune req by
The Family
Wednesday, December 30
8:00 Robert Sella req by
The Family
Thursday, December 31
St. Sylvester I
Friday, January 1
The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord;
Mary, the Holy Mother of God
9:30 Parishioners of St. Irenaeus
Saturday, January 2
Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
Sunday, January 3
9:30 Mary Schmittgens req by
Don & Judy Korte

Scrip gift cards is an
easy way to shop!
You can order Scrip gift cards by
dropping off your order form at the
parish office. When they are available
you can pick them up or we can mail
you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10
Target $25 Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10
Kohl’s $25 Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10
Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Chili’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 Meijer $25
BP Gas $50 Speedway Gas $25/$50
Shell Gas $25 J.C. Penney $25 Menards $25
Visa Gift Card $50 The Home Depot $25
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase
at the parish office If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891

Church Calendar’s
The church calendar’s
for 2021 are available.
Please call the parish
office if you would like
one. 708-748-6891
Holiday Office & Pantry Hours
The Parish Office & the Food Pantry
will be closed
December 31 & January 1
If you have questions about GiveCentral or would
like our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish
Office 708-748-6891

Please visit our Web-site for information about live stream mass at
www.stirenaeuschurch.com We will live stream Sunday Mass at 9:30am.
Visit our Twitter page on Sunday to join us! https://twitter.com/st_irenaeus/
You can also watch daily mass on You Tube.

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

December 13
Weekly Collection

$2,200.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,413.00
$3,613.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,187.00)
Budget Year to Date

$139,200.00

Total Year to Date

$145,061.02

Budget YTD Over

$5,861.02

December 13
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$30.00
$10.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$40.00

Maintenance Fund YTD $2,161.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Hotlines:
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
For single mothers and unplanned
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
pregnancies
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Senior Services
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
708-596-2222
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
773-274-4600
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Catholic Charities Food Pantry Coordinator
Adam Johnson 312-316-7329

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Pat Lisowski

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

708.652.1444

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Best Work • Best Rates

Broker Senior Specialist

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK

708-525-3379
30+ Years Modern Real Estate
Old Fashioned Service

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

2401 W. 183rd St, Homewood, IL 60430

patlinaction@gmail.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your
home, or we’ll clean your
gutters for free.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

STEGER MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Glenn Smits, Tim Smits, Don Egeler, Jim Janusz

755-6100 • 3045 CHICAGO RD.

FAMILY OWNED
000485 St Irenaeus Church

LOCATED IN

STEGER

SINCE

1964

www.jspaluch.com

www.smitsfh.com
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