St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
August 22, 2021 Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time

With the coming feast of St. Augustine on August 28th, and being back to our study on
the Bread of Life discourse in St. John’s Gospel, I thought I would offer a thought or two
from the great saint. Quite a bit of the theology of God and of the Church comes from
Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas. They took very different paths in their quest for
holiness. Augustine was not a practicing Catholic for much of his adult life. His
conversion is attributed to the prayers of his mother, St. Monica (whose feast is the day
before Augustine’s), that he would return to the Church before she died. Thomas
Aquinas was, on the other hand, very devoted to God from his early days. He joined
the Dominicans (Order of Preachers); yet ironically, he was not out and about preaching
the Word like most of his brothers. He sat in his quarters regularly, writing about
theology. Because he gained so much weight while writing, his brother friars
affectionately nicknamed him “The Dumb Ox.”
Augustine was criticized by some for many years because both Catholics and
Protestants held his writing in high esteem, while they interpreted it very differently. It is
very clear that he had a great love for the Eucharist and believed in the Real Presence
of Jesus. The following quote should make that pretty clear. “What you see is the
bread and the chalice . . . But what your faith obliges you to accept is that the
bread is the Body of Christ and the chalice the Blood of Christ.” {St. Augustine,
Explanations of the Psalms, ¶272; on p.32}
I think that is a rather normal explanation about the Real Presence. Even if he doesn’t
say so explicitly, I think it’s straight-forward. I’ve heard many priests with the same
explanation. In terms of the Eucharist, what you see is NOT what you get. What you
see before you is bread and wine BEFORE the consecration AND so you continue to
SEE bread and wine AFTER; however, that which you see is no longer a thing, but a
person. There is no longer “what” but “who” you see before you AFTER the
consecration. Yet, as I’ve said before, there are still way too many Catholics who
remain blind to that faith-fact. As Augustine says, “what your faith obliges you to
accept…”
Look, I know the drill. I know that it’s a teaching that is VERY difficult to accept for
many people. I’ve heard it many, many times over the course of the past 20+ years.
What Jesus continues to ask of each of us individually is to persevere in pursuing a fully
accepting heart and soul regarding His Real Presence. The average Catholic, and
even some of the best that I’ve known in my own life, don’t see Jesus when they are at
Mass after the consecration, but a great portion of those same people are willing to go
back to Church week after week hoping that one day their blindness might be lifted.
Pax,
Rev. Michael Novick

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~ St. Francis of
Assisi prayed before the cross and heard the
Lord say to him “Renew My Church”
A Prayer for “Renew My Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Monday Communion Service
Beginning on August 30, there will be a weekly Monday
8:00 AM Communion service at St. Irenaeus. We will
meet in the church rather than the chapel in order to
permit and encourage maintenance of social distance.
Due to Covid-19 — and especially while the current
elevated infection positivity rate continues — proper
use of masks is recommended to all participants
regardless of vaccination status. Please call the parish
office if you have any questions.

Mark Your Calendars
The Renew My Church Summer
Discovery Team will be visiting
St. Irenaeus on Sunday,
August 29 at the 9:30 am.
Mass. Hoping to seeing as
many parish families as possible
at this mass so the team can
experience the true spirit of St.
Irenaeus.
All team members will have
name tags so feel free to greet
them, introduce yourself and
answer any questions they may
have.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NINA COUNCIL 3602 'LADIES AUXILIARY'
Our name might be misleading . . . we're no sidekicks. Sometimes we collaborate with the
knights; however, most activities are on our own. We perform numerous service projects,
sponsor several social fundraisers and support various charities with cash
contributions from our fundraising. Our activities are limited only by our
members' imaginations! Come and find out what we're all about. Our next
meeting is Sunday, August 22nd, at 1 p.m. at St Irenaeus in the Religious
Education building. Membership is open to all Christian women 18 years of
age and over.
Dolly Mikolajczyk, President
Each year, the Church celebrates November 1st as All Saints’ Day and November 2nd as the Commemoration
of All Souls. Of course, it is always right to remember those who have gone before us marked with the sign
of faith. Many of our family and friends know of someone who contracted COVID-19 and didn’t survive.
Therefore, on behalf of St. Lawrence O’Toole in Matteson, I would like to invite everyone to a special
evening Mass to pray for the many souls that have been taken home to heaven since the beginning of the
pandemic. I’m calling it All Souls 2.0.
Please come celebrate Mass with us on the evening of Wednesday, September 1st at 7:00 PM, to
remember and celebrate those who have gone before us. We ask that if you are interested in joining us, that
you register for Mass by calling the Parish Office at 708-748-6090.
Blessings and peace,
Fr. Mike Novick, Pastor

RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
If you or an adult you know is interested in
becoming a fully initiated Catholic.
~want to deepen your faith through a learning
and sharing experience.
~have been away from the Church but would
like to return.
~have been baptized but never received religious
instruction in the Catholic faith.
~have never been baptized.
~have never been confirmed.
We have an opportunity for you
or someone you know.
Please call the rectory
748-6891
for more information.

PADS NEWS
Potential SSPADS Shelter Timeline:
• Right now, we have funding commitments to continue providing hotel-based shelter until April 2022.
• In April 2022, we expect to reopen congregate church sites as a bridge while we continue to work
towards longer-term facility solutions.
• I’m not sure how quickly we will be able to line-up the funding (for acquisition and ongoing operations)
and complete the building projects.
• The family shelter might be ready sometime next year. We have submitted a HUD application that
could provide operating and supportive service funds for the project. Our application was the 2nd highest
ranked proposal in Suburban Cook County. Though we are highly ranked, funding will ultimately
depend on how much HUD allocates to Cook County. And we would still need to secure the capital to
acquire a building.
• I’m guessing the hotel project may not open until 2023 or later.
We can’t do any of this work without your continued support. Though we will be
utilizing hotel rooms for shelter this winter, we still need help from all of our
volunteers to supply the meals. Please reach out to Robena Morgan, our Volunteer
Coordinator, at rmorgan@sspads.org .
Thanks for all you do!
Doug Kenshol
Executive Director

Back to School!
Shop with Scrip/Gift cards!
You can order Scrip gift cards by dropping off your order form at the parish office.
When they are available you can pick them up or we can mail you your cards!
Available Cards In Inventory/On Hand
Subway $10 Taco Bell $10 Burger King $10
Wendy’s $10 Starbucks $10 Meijer $25
Dunkin Donuts $10 Panera $10 Chili’s $25
Jewel Foods $25 Walmart $25 Kohl’s $25
Mariano’s $25 Olive Garden $25 BP Gas $50
Speedway Gas $25/$50 Shell Gas $25
J.C. Penney $25 Visa Gift Card $50 Target $25
Menards $25 Home Depot $25
By using Scrip gift cards, you can give 3% -25% of your
everyday purchases back to the church.
A variety of gift cards are available for purchase at the parish office. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 708-748-6891 Thank You!
This program runs all year.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, August 23
St. Rose of Lima
Tuesday, August 24
St. Bartholomew
Wednesday, August 25
St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz
Thursday, August 26
Friday, August 27
St. Monica

Catholic Charities Regional Food Pantry
at St Irenaeus
Food Pantry Coordinator Adam Johnson
Pantry Office phone 708-300-2390
Pantry Fax 708-300-2945
Pantry e-mail
adjohnson@catholiccharities.net
Pantry Hours:
Monday’s 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday’s 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 28
St. Augustine
Sunday, August 29
9:30 Harold Bullington req by
Jane & Judy

If you have questions about
GiveCentral or would like
our Business Manager to
assist you please contact
Karen Hoogland at the Parish Office 708-748-6891

Portiuncula Center for Prayer
9263 W St. Francis Road Frankfort, IL 60423
Register by calling 815.464.3880, emailing info@portforprayer.org,
or on our website at www.portforprayer.org

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Dates: Wednesdays, September 1, October 6, November 3, December 8
Time: 10:00 a.m. - Noon Total Fee: $40
Limit: 6
Group spiritual direction is an experience of intentional listening and seeking God's presence within the
context of a group. Participants are guided by a trained spiritual director who serves as a facilitator. Where
individual spiritual direction gives a one-to-one focus, group spiritual direction offers the support,
encouragement, and collective wisdom found within a group setting. The process allows for silence and
reflection, developing your skills of listening to others at a deep, caring level, and the opportunity to share in
a safe and nurturing environment.
Facilitator: Janice Keenan, OSF is a West Peoria Franciscan trained in Franciscan spiritual direction in
Cincinnati, Ohio, a member of Spiritual Directors International, and presently Retreat Program Manager,
and Spiritual Director at the Port.

The Sacrament
of Marriage

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

August 15
Weekly Collection

$3,205.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$1,398.00
$4,603.00

Weekly Budget Short ($1,197.00)
Budget Year to Date

$40,600.00

Total Year to Date

$32,947.67

Budget YTD Short

($7,652.33)

August 15
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total
Maintenance Fund YTD

$.00
$40.00

Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$40.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

$780.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
708-636-8001
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190
Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you know, is
unable to join us for Eucharist. Our ministers of care
visit parishioners at home and in the hospital or
nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the
celebration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

“Thank You Ad” and Present It
✂ThePleaseNextCutTimeOutYouThisPatronize
One of Our Advertisers

708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
$99 Down
$99 Per Month
$99 Installation
This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The
advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and
assumes that third-party financing is available for new customers
at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months.
Promotion available to qualified buyers on approved credit with
$99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual
percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings.
LeafGuard is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with LeafGuard, under terms and
conditions arranged directly between the customer and such
lender, all of which are subject to credit requirements and
satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms
advertised are estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with,
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an
introduction to lenders interested in financing its customers.
Expires 8/31/2021

Receive a $25 Amazon gift card
with FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able
to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the
participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior
to reservation. Expires 8/31/2021

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

(708) 503-9570

Get it. And forget it.®

Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

