St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
April 24, 2022 Second Sunday of Easter

WOW!
I just have to tell you how great it was to see so many people in the Church over the Holy Triduum and
Easter Sunday. While Palm Sunday has been tending to be our highest attendance number in years past, it
was not this year. Holy Thursday’s attendance was 78 people which was pretty good for us. Good Friday’s
attendance was 93 people and that was also pretty good. What astounded me was that for Holy Saturday
and Easter Sunday combined (so what would be the same number of masses on a normal weekend) had an
attendance of 338 people. Yes, that means we had over 100 people at each Mass over Saturday and Sunday.
We haven’t done that in probably 6-8 years.
The other thing that was so cool about the attendance from Saturday and Sunday was the amount of former
regular parishioners that decided to join us. I’ve seen some people begin to return to Mass since the
COVID restrictions have loosened a little bit. However, there were at least 15 families that surprised me,
whether they had moved away or just began attending Mass at other churches in the area. We had a few of
my family members and another couple from my days at St. George in Tinley Park. It was amazing! Thank
you, thank you, thank you!
It had also been a while since we celebrated new fully- initiated members to the Catholic Church. This year
– and yes it is special that we were able to do so in this final “independent year” of St. Lawrence O’Toole
Parish – it felt great to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for Zachary Sala. I think Zach is going to
be a wonderful addition to the Catholic faith. He showed great understanding during our RCIA sessions.
Welcome aboard, Zach, and many blessings for years to come!
Overall, the whole Lent season and Holy Week had a different vibe for me. I know the big reason was that
I was doing most of the normal “work” on my own. Indeed I had help on some things like Arts and
Environment, and also help from Deacon Tom Schutzius from St. George (longtime friend and husband of
my Administrative Assistant) for Good Friday and Holy Saturday services. In the past I could count on a
weekend “off” from preaching. Yet, with Deacon John’s retirement at the end of 2021 and Deacon Bill
Doerr’s move to Florida in late October of 2021, I felt a little bit of extra pressure. I certainly can’t
complain, though. All of the deacons who have served over my tenure have been a true bonus as they all
did lots of work for me. If I take a little more on in these “my last days of being the pastor of St. Lawrence
O’Toole,” I ought to have enough energy in my reserves to hopefully finish strong.
On April 30th, I will be hearing confessions for a few of the Religious Education students over at St.
Irenaeus, and then on May 8th (I know it’s Mother’s Day), I will be celebrating the Sacraments of First
Communion and Confirmation at the 9:30 AM Mass, also at St. Irenaeus.
It’s really a rare occasion a priest gets to confirm people in the faith. It’s normally a sacrament reserved to
bishops. However, with the smaller class sizes for most school and religious education programs, it is
becoming more and more common for priests to seek permission from the Office of Canonical Services.
Many of the bishops from Chicago have put many miles on their cars over the years. Some people may say
that it’s what they were called to do, and it should not matter how few candidates are being confirmed at a
Parish. a bishop should be celebrating the sacrament. However, we do need to take care of these men and,
we as priests, should help when we are able. While I may not be seeking a miter, crozier, and “tonsure,”
anytime soon, I do enjoy confirming a small class.

Peace to all and continued Easter blessings,
Fr. Mike

April 17, 2022
The following announcement is from the Archdiocesan Renew My Church Team:
In the April 10, 2022 bulletin it was stated the Mass on June 26, 2022 is the last Mass at St.
Irenaeus Parish. While it is the last Mass as an independent parish this is not the final Mass,
nor is it the end to regular Sunday worship.
Beginning July 1, 2022, we will be united with St. Lawrence O’Toole and Infant Jesus of
Prague. Masses will continue to be celebrated at all three church sites for now. After our new
pastor, Fr. Kris Paluch, arrives in July, he will begin meeting with members of the three
parish communities to make plans to move forward as one, united community.
Together, with input from us, the parishioners, the date for the end to regular Sunday worship
at St. Irenaeus will be determined. To be clear, no date has been determined at this time.
Special celebrations will be planned with input from us, the parishioners, for these final
weekend Masses. The date will be announced in advance, so all who wish to join in the
celebration can be there.
Fr. Kris is in the midst of Holy Week, First Communion and Confirmation celebrations at his
current parish, St. Christopher in Midlothian. He will soon be able to set a date to come and
celebrate a weekend Mass here with us, and to meet us, the parishioners, of the new parish
community. We will let you know as soon as the date can be arranged.
The Renew My Church (RMC) Listening Sessions:
All parishioners are invited to participate in a “Listening Session” where they can share their
concerns, ask questions and receive honest answers from the RMC team.
The following dates have been set for Listening Sessions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday, May 1
Monday, May 2
Wednesday, May 4
Tuesday, May 10
Friday, May 13
Sunday, May 15

Following the 9:30am Mass at St. Irenaeus Church
6:30pm-8:00pm at Infant Jesus of Prague
6:30pm-8:00pm at St. Lawrence O’Toole
6:30pm-8pm at St. Joseph
6:30pm-8pm at St. Emeric
Following the 9:30am Mass at St. Anne Church

Little Rock Scripture Study - Easter Season of Realized Hope
Wednesdays, from 10:00-11:30 am Religious Education Center Rm. 8
All are Welcome

ST VINCENT DEPAUL SPRING BUNDLE DRIVE
The St. Vincent DePaul Society at Infant Jesus of Prague is holding its annual Spring Bundle Drive on
Saturday, May 7, 2022 from 8 AM to 1 PM. Please stop by the donation site in the West parking lot
(1120 Douglas Ave., Flossmoor) and drop- off your gently used items:
- Clothing, shoes and accessories
- Small household appliances and decor
- Kitchenware, pots and pans
- Towels and linens
- Books and games (no toys, please)
Thank you for your on-going generosity and assistance to our neighbors in need!

Blue Mass

We Remember & Pray for our Loved
Ones during the Easter season
Thank you for your generosity in providing the
beautiful Easter flowers this year.

Honoring Police, Firefighters,
In Memory/
Paramedics, EMT’s, Emergency Honor
Personnel and
Detective Tim Jones

Sponsored by

Knights of Columbus
Nina Council 3602

May 22, 2022
9:30 AM Mass
St. Irenaeus
Park Forest, IL
Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, April 25
St. Mark
Tuesday, April 26
Wednesday, April 27
Thursday, April 28
St. Peter Chanel; St. Louis Grignion de Montfort
Friday, April 29
St. Catherine of Siena
Saturday, April 30
St. Pius V
Sunday, May 1
Third Sunday of Easter
9:30 Natividad Salcedo req by
Friends
Bill & Winnie Maune req by
The Family

Angela Leofanti
Beverly Helm
Mary Guaccio
Loretta Lassandro
Lou Ethel Floyd
Carl Pisterzi Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Pisterzi Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Darin
Margaret Seckendorf
Steven Seckendorf
Yvonne Moore
Ann Wagner
Jean Wagner
Robert & Margaret Engstrand
Martin & Angeline Kocsis
Louise Brown
Willie M. Roland
Gary M. Marron
Keefer & Marron Family
John & Genevieve Wenc
McGhee Family
Ron Feltz
Karl Weimer
Ociepka Family
Elmore Edwards
Lula Slone
JoAnn Siller
Manola Wilson
Albert Taylor
Anne Chiarodo
Norma M. McClain
Nancy Leli
Paul Headley
Frances Headley
Michael Headley
Mark Headley
Shellie Williams
Paul Cordes
F. David Gilman
The Vickers Family
David G. Newhuis
Frank & Anna Newhuis
George & Anna Newhuis
Larry Kogler
William Barclay, III

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,800.00

April 10
Weekly Collection

$2,807.00

Weekly Give Central
Collection Total

$988.00
$3,795.00

Weekly Budget Short ($2,005.00)
Budget Year to Date

$237,800.00

Total Year to Date

$193,946.23

Budget YTD Short

($43,853.77)

April 10
Maintenance Fund
Give Central
Maintenance Fund
Total

$86.00
$125.00

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Prayer
Line at 647-7862
with your requests

$211.00

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated the
first and third
weekends of
each month.
Parents must
attend a
baptismal
preparation
session prior to securing a date
for their child’s baptism. Please
call the parish office for further
information and/or to sign up
for a baptismal prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff

Maintenance Fund YTD $4,543.00

Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone: 748-7997
Rev. Michael Novick, Administrator
Hotlines:
Katrina Seifert, Coordinator of Religious Education
COURAGE
David Boban, Director of Music Ministry
For single mothers and unplanned
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistant
pregnancies
Karen Hoogland, Business Manager
708-636-8001
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
Richard Fyock, Maintenance
312-655-7700
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
Senior Services
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
708-596-2222
Facebook www.facebook.com/saintirenaeus
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
708-429-7233
Mailing address:
Grief Support Center for New Beginnings
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
773-274-4600
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic Violence
Parish Office Hours:
708-335-3028
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm, closed from
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism and Substance
12 pm-1:00 pm *Friday 9:00 am-noon.*
Abuse
708-647-3333
PADS
708-332-7700
Open Access
708-799-9190

Church Stewardship
Easter Budget
Easter Collection Total
Budget YTD Short

www.facebook.com
/saintirenaeus

$12,300.00
$3,949.00
($8,351.00)

Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days prior to
publication date. Electronic submissions are preferred
– email to stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please
include “Bulletin article” in the subject line.
Questions? Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

The Most Complete
Online National

Check It Out Today!

Directory of

708.652.1444

Catholic Parishes

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Best Work • Best Rates

Park Forest
708-747-3700
www.lain-sullivan.com

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Your car is Our Priority!
Full Service Maintenance • Automotive Repair
Foreign and Domestic • Quality Replacement Parts
ASE Certified Technicians

226 Old Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

(708) 503-9570
Family Owned and Operated

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19.95 a month

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

Sign up here:

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
000485 St Irenaeus Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

