








 KNOW THE MASS, ONE WORD AT A TIME  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Archdiocese of Chicago  Strategic Pastoral Plan  

YEAR OF SUNDAY MASS / YEAR OF FAITH  

 Jesus speaks of himself 
as the Good Shepherd and 

says unforgettably, “I came that 
they may have life, and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10 NRSV). In 
sharing himself, he shares the fullness of 
life with us. Every Mass expresses this 
divine generosity in the sharing and self-
giving of Jesus to us, his people. We can 
only stand before this gift in utter 
amazement and gratitude. 

 

As Jesus shares with us in the Mass, we share with one 
another. His generosity is contagious. We bring our voices, our 
hopes, and our uplifted hands to share with others in the Mass. We 
each fulfill and share a ministry at Mass from celebrant, to servers, 
to readers, to ministers of Communion, to musicians, to ushers, and 
to the singing and praying assembly. Our sharing continues after 
the Mass and into the world, when we are told, “Go and announce 
the Gospel of the Lord.”  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Irenaeus now offers E-Giving – a convenient, safe, easy, and fast way of making your 
weekly, holy day, and special collection contributions to the church without ever having to write a 
single check.  To sign up or learn more, go to the church website, www.stirenaeuschurch.com or call 
Cindy Prepura at 708-748-6891. 
 

 

Free copies of the December 
issue of Give Us This Day are 
available at all the exits. We 
have a limited number of large 
print issues, please call the 
church office for a copy. 

Retirement Fund for 
Religious 

 

Thank you for donating to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious. A 
sister from Pennsylvania writes, “In 
our prayers, all the sisters remember 
in a special way the faithful of the 
diocese who support the [Retirement 
Fund for Religious] collection. We 
realize that their sacrifices and 
generosity have made this [financial] 
assistance possible. May God reward 
them.” 



Mass Intentions For The Week 

Liturgical Ministers 
December 22/23 

Saturday 
5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
8:30 a.m. 

Sunday 
10:30 a.m. 

Lectors Sally Fortune 
Denise Douglas 
Sam Bowns 

Bill Seifert 
Gerry Berish 
Harlan Smith 

Phil Schwartz 
Terry Townsend 
Bill Carreras 

Servers George Mahiya 
Juan Chavez 
Daisy Chavez 

Elysia Sawyers 
Kevin Headley 
Alyssa Milan 

Stephanie Sagun 
Mary Helson 
Vincent Oganwu 

Cantor Helen Silvia Faye Predny Cathy Williams 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Joe Augustyn 
Richard Marvin 
Laurie Miller 
Bev Helm 

Jim Silvia 
Marilyn Olson 
Judy Sopiarz 
Jane Mattio 

Michelle Helson 
Raye Warkenthien 
Doris Foster 
Richard Guiney 

Deacon Loren Bowns Loren Bowns Loren Bowns 

This Week’s Meetings 
 

Monday 
Boy Scouts 6:30 in the R.E. 
Center 
Food Pantry Open 
10:00-12:00 in the R.E. 
Center 
Parish Pastoral Council 
7:00 
 

Tuesday 
Cantor 6:30/Choir 7:15 in 
church 
 

Wednesday 
Little Rock Scripture Series 
10:00-11:30 & 7:00-8:30 
in the R.E. Center 
 

Thursday 
PADS 
 

Friday 
SNAP (food stamps) 
screening and application 
8:30-12:00 in Rm. 8 
 

Saturday 
Art & Environment 
9:00 in church 
 

Sunday 
NO R.E. Classes  
Children’s Choir 12:00 

Monday, December 17 
 8:00 Stella Ward req by 
  The Family 
   

Tuesday, December 18 
 8:00 AnneVon Behren req by 
  Kathy Murphy 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
 8:00 Dan Ward req by 
  The Family 
 

Thursday, December 20 
 8:00  Communion Service 
  

Friday, December 21 
St. Peter Canisius 
 8:00 Communion Service 
 

Saturday, December 22 
 5:00 Herma Williams req by 
  Betty Doty 
 

Sunday, December 23 
 8:30 Bernadine M. King req by 
  Don & Judy Korte 
  Michalak Girls & John req by 
  Alice Michalak 
 10:30 Deceased Members of the Derrig 

Family 

December 16, 2012 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in 
everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to 
God.” 
 

(Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

St. Paul reminds us that our 
God is an abundant God, the 
ultimate giver of gifts. He 
promises to give us all that we 
need. When we trust that God 
will take care of us, it is easier 
for us to share what we have 
been given. 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

December 26th the office will 
be closed. 
December 27th, 28th, & 31st, 
the office will be open from 
9:00-Noon. 
 

January 1st & 2nd the office will 
be closed. 
January 3rd normal office hours. 



Hotlines: 
COURAGE 
For single mothers and 
unplanned  pregnancies 
708-636-8001 
 

Catholic Charities Family Shelter 
312-655-7700 
Senior Services 
708-596-2222 
 

Crisis Center for South Suburbs 
708-429-7233 
 

Grief Support Center for New 
Beginnings 
708-985-3010 
 

So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic 
Violence 
708-335-3028 
 

So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse 
708-647-3333 

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff 
 

Rectory Phone:  748-6891 
 

Religious Education Center Phone: 
748-7997 

 

Rev. Terry Johnson,  Pastor 
Loren & Sam Bowns, Deacon couple 
Michelle Helson 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Ann Koranda, Director of Music Ministry 
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistance 
Cindy Prepura, Business Manager                 
 

Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com 
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org 
 

Mailing address: 
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00 
am-5:00 pm, closed from 12pm-1:00pm 

The Sacrament 
of Marriage 
Couples planning to 
marry must call the 
rectory at least six 
months prior to their 
desired wedding 
date.  All couples 
must attend a Pre-
Cana Conference. 

Bulletin Submissions 
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days 
prior to publication date. Electronic submissions 
are preferred – email to 
stirenaeus@archchicago.org.  Please include 
“Bulletin article” in the subject line. Questions?  
Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891 between the 
hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM. 

The 
Sacrament 
of Baptism 
 
Baptisms are 
celebrated 
the first and 
third 
weekends of each 
month. Parents must 
attend a baptismal 
preparation session prior 
to securing a date for 
their child’s baptism. 
Please call the parish 
office for further 
information and/or to 
sign up for a baptismal 
prep session. 

Need prayers? 
Call the St. 

Irenaeus Health 
Ministry Prayer 
Line at 747-0974 
with your requests 

 

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the rectory if you, or someone you 
know, is unable to join us for Eucharist.  Our 
ministers of care visit parishioners at home 
and in the hospital or nursing home. Arrange-
ments can be made for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

Church Stewardship 
 
Budget             $5,100.00 
 

December 9 Collection $4,852.00 
 

Weekly Budget Shortage ($248.00) 
 

Budget Year to Date $122,400.00 
 

Total Year to Date $116,823.94 
 

Budget Shortage YTD ($5,576.06) 
 

Maintenance Fund Dec. 9   $366.00                       
 

Maintenance Fund YTD $13,672.00 
 

E-Giving 
  

Sunday Offertory  $365.00 
 

Maintenance Fund $126.00 
 

Retirement/Religious $2,226.00 
 

Immaculate Conception $ 671.00 


