




 

Manna Gift Cards Make Great 
Christmas Gifts 

                   
The Manna Program provides year-

round fund raising for Saint 
!Irenaeus  

                                        
Hundreds of retail, grocery, specialty 

stores, restaurants and gas stations are 
in the offering. 

 
By using Manna gift cards, you can give 3% -30% of your everyday purchases 

back to the church. 
 

A variety of  gift cards are available for purchase at the Manna table.��

 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
 

Support elderly religious. 
A donor to the Retirement Fund for Religious writes, “We 
thank God for every religious sister who taught us in 
school, not only our ABCs, but also to love God.” Show 
your support for the senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests who have made a positive 
difference in so many lives. Please Share in the Care and 
give generously to next week’s second collection. 

Immaculate 
Conception Mass 

Saturday, 
December 8th at 

8:00 AM 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
PLEDGE REPORT 2012 
ST. IRENAEUS PARISH 

 

As of November 19, 2012 
 
 

PARISH 2012 GOAL: $16,654.44 
 

AMOUNT PLEDGE: $10,293.00 
 

AMOUNT PAID: $10,021.00 
 

BALANCE DUE: $272.00 



 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Irenaeus now offers E-Giving – a convenient, safe, easy, and fast way of making your 
weekly, holy day, and special collection contributions to the church without ever having to write a 
single check.  To sign up or learn more, go to the church website, www.stirenaeuschurch.com or call 
Cindy Prepura at 708-748-6891. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions About E-Giving 
 

Q - What is E-Giving?  
A. E-Giving is short for electronic giving. It is an automatic transfer program which allows you to 

make contributions without writing checks. This can be done from anywhere 24 hours a day.  
 
Q - What is the advantage of E-Giving?  
A.   It saves time! It saves work! It simplifies your life! You also help the organization stabilize its 

budget and save money. 
 
Q - How is my electronic contribution automatically deducted from my account? 
A.   You may log onto your organization’s E-Giving site, read the agreement and check the box for 

ACH transactions to make donations via checking or savings account at the site. Once you 
authorize the transfer, your specified contributions can be taken out once or on a regular basis as 
you choose. The contribution is transferred directly from your checking or savings account to St. 
Irenaeus’ account. 

January Top Box
-- order forms are 
available and can be 
turned in by putting 

them in the collection basket or drop them 
off at the church office. 

Free copies of the December issue of Give 
Us This Day are available at all the exits. 
We have a limited number of large print 
issues, please call the church office for a 
copy. 

WORD WEAVERS: 
WOMEN WRITER’S GROUP 

December 9 from 2-4 PM Fee: $10 
 

Have you ever longed for a community offering a safe haven and creative support while giving you the sacred 
space to travel your own creative journey as a writer? Whether your interest is in poetry, fiction, memoir, or non-
fiction---join us and become part of the on-going story of a thriving, vibrant writing community that gathers on a 
regular basis here at the Port. 
Facilitators are Mary Ellen Michna and Colette Wisnewski 
 

PORTIUNCULA Center for Prayer 
9263 West St. Francis Rd. 

Frankfort, IL 815-464-3880 



 KNOW THE MASS, ONE WORD AT A TIME  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Archdiocese of Chicago  Strategic Pastoral Plan  

YEAR OF SUNDAY MASS / YEAR OF FAITH  

  It makes perfect sense. 
Before we drink, we must 

pour what we are to drink. At Holy 
Communion, when we drink from 

the chalice, we know there has been a 
prior ritual action of preparation, the 
pouring of wine that includes a drop of 
water symbolizing the union of the 
humanity and divinity of Jesus. We also 
know from Jesus’ words of institution 
that what we drink has been poured in 
another sense.  

 

In Jesus’s name, the priest says, “Take this all of you, and 
drink from it, for this is the chalice of my blood, the blood of the 
new and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.” Take and drink what has been 
poured into this chalice. Take and drink what has been poured out 
on the cross for your salvation. When we drink from this chalice, 
we know we can only do so, because the suffering and self-
sacrificing love of Jesus has first been poured out for us. 

Rev. Daniel O’Sullivan 
Memorial Brick Garden 

Phase II 
 

Recently, we’ve had several 
parishioners ask if they can 
still purchase a brick for the 
garden.  Hence, Phase II.  If 
you are interested in 
purchasing a brick for the 
garden, please stop by the 
parish office to pick up an 
order form.  Brick sizes and 
prices are as follows: 
 

4 x 8  $125 
8 x 8  $200 

 St. Irenaeus/Catholic Charities Food Pantry  
Eat & Earn Fundraiser Day at Beggars Pizza  

 
 22149 GOVERNORS HIGHWAY 

RICHTON PARK 708-679-9990  
ANYTIME BETWEEN 11:00AM TO 

10:00PM  

 Beggars Pizza has agreed to donate 20% of your bill (before taxes, gratuity and coupons) 

to St. Irenaeus/Catholic Charities Food Pantry.  
Support St. Irenaeus/Catholic Charities Food Pantry with Beggars Pizza on 

 Monday, December 10th .  



Mass Intentions For The Week 

Liturgical Ministers 
December 8/9 

Saturday 
5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
8:30 a.m. 

Sunday 
10:30 a.m. 

Lectors Denise Douglas 
Bob Carreras 
Tim Blumenthal 

Gerry Berish 
Gene Schmittgens 
Mary Schmittgens 

Sam Bowns 
Linda Marron 
Adele Perkins 

Servers Myles Greska 
Daisy Chavez 
Juan Chavez 

Karen Ertl 
Isabel Acosta 
Kevin Headley 

Alyssa Milan 
Vincent Oganwu 
Stephanie Sagun 

Cantor Melva LeBlanc Helen Silvia Lori Schwartz 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Sally Fortune 
Joe Augustyn 
Jim Silvia 
Terri Cardin 
Bev Helm 

Gerry Berish 
Dennis Condon 
Laurie Miller 
Chrys Rudnik 
Jim Francesconi 

Rita Oganwu 
Diane Gonzalez 
Dolly Mikolajczyk 
Gary Marron 

Deacon   Loren Bowns 

This Week’s Meetings 
 

Monday 
Boy Scouts 6:30 in the R.E. 
Center 
Food Pantry Open 
10:00-12:00 in the R.E. 
Center 
 

Tuesday 
Cantor 6:30/Choir 7:15 in 
church 
Parish Life 7:00 in the R.E. 
Center 
 

Wednesday 
Little Rock Scripture Series 
10:00-11:30 & 7:00-8:30 
in the R.E. Center 
SPRED I 6:30 in the R.E. 
Center 
Liturgy Team 7:00 in the 
rectory 
 

Thursday 
PADS 
 

Friday 
SNAP (food stamps) 
screening and application 
8:30-12:00 in Rm. 8 
 

Saturday 
Art & Environment 
9:00 in church 
 

Sunday 
R.E. Classes 9:00  
Children’s Choir 12:00 
St. Nick Party 11:30-2:00 
in the R.E. Center 

Monday, December 3 
St. Francis Xavier 
 8:00 Marlene Hamill req by 
  The Hamill Family 
   

Tuesday, December 4 
St. John Damascene 
 8:00 Paul Cordes req by 
  Richard Thomas 
 

Wednesday, December 5 
 8:00 Special Intention Michael McCartan 

reg by Pat McCartan 
   

Thursday, December 6 
St. Nicholas 
 8:00  Communion Service 

 

Friday, December 7 
St. Ambrose 
 8:00 Communion Service 
 

Saturday, December 8 
 8:00 People of St. Irenaeus 
 5:00 Winnie Maune req by 
  Terri Cardin 
 

Sunday, December 9 
 8:30 Sr. Priscella Michalak req by 
  Alice Michalak 
  Patricia O’Connor 
 10:30 Kay & Jim Rinella req by 
  Connie Menza 

December 2, 2012 
1st Sunday of Advent 
 

“But when these signs begin to 
happen, stand erect and raise 
your heads because your 
redemption is at hand.” 

(Luke 21:28) 
Images of the final judgment 
can be scary, especially if we 
have not been faithful to God’s 
commands throughout our 
lives. However, if we have 
been good stewards, we have 
left nothing to chance. We 
have carefully planned our 
giving and followed Our 
Lord’s example of service and 
sacrifice. Thus, no matter 
the day or the hour we will be 
ready to stand erect and raise 
our heads to meet God face to 
face. 



Hotlines: 
COURAGE 
For single mothers and 
unplanned  pregnancies 
708-636-8001 
 

Catholic Charities Family Shelter 
312-655-7700 
Senior Services 
708-596-2222 
 

Crisis Center for South Suburbs 
708-429-7233 
 

Grief Support Center for New 
Beginnings 
708-985-3010 
 

So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic 
Violence 
708-335-3028 
 

So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse 
708-647-3333 

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff 
 

Rectory Phone:  748-6891 
 

Religious Education Center Phone: 
748-7997 

 

Rev. Terry Johnson,  Pastor 
Loren & Sam Bowns, Deacon couple 
Michelle Helson 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Ann Koranda, Director of Music Ministry 
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistance 
Cindy Prepura, Business Manager                 
 

Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com 
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org 
 

Mailing address: 
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00 
am-5:00 pm, closed from 12pm-1:00pm 

The Sacrament 
of Marriage 
Couples planning to 
marry must call the 
rectory at least six 
months prior to their 
desired wedding 
date.  All couples 
must attend a Pre-
Cana Conference. 

Bulletin Submissions 
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days 
prior to publication date. Electronic submissions 
are preferred – email to 
stirenaeus@archchicago.org.  Please include 
“Bulletin article” in the subject line. Questions?  
Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891 between the 
hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM. 

The 
Sacrament 
of Baptism 
 
Baptisms are 
celebrated 
the first and 
third 
weekends of each 
month. Parents must 
attend a baptismal 
preparation session prior 
to securing a date for 
their child’s baptism. 
Please call the parish 
office for further 
information and/or to 
sign up for a baptismal 
prep session. 

Need prayers? 
Call the St. 

Irenaeus Health 
Ministry Prayer 
Line at 747-0974 
with your requests 

 

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the rectory if you, or someone you 
know, is unable to join us for Eucharist.  Our 
ministers of care visit parishioners at home 
and in the hospital or nursing home. Arrange-
ments can be made for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

Church Stewardship 
 
Budget             $5,100.00 
 
November 18 Collection $4,574.00 
November 25 Collection $4,413.00 
 

Weekly Budget Shortage 
November 18  $526.00 
November 25 $687.00 
 

Budget Year to Date $112,200.00 
 

Total Year to Date $106,563.94 
 

Budget Shortage YTD ($5,636.06) 
 

Maintenance Fund Nov. 18   $356.00 
Maintenance Fund Nov. 25 $326.00                        
 

Maintenance Fund YTD $11,881.00 


