St. Irenaeus Parish, Park Forest, Illinois
February 26, 2012 First Sunday of Lent

St Irenaeus Parish Lenten Theme 2012: Christ Be Our Light
"Christ be our light, shine in your church gathered today." Often, as we gather as the Body of Christ
we sing this refrain and acknowledge that Christ shines in the community gathered for prayer and
worship. Christ Our Light shines in the midst of the ordinary events of our lives, in our families, in
our communities and in our hearts as we journey along the path of faith as disciples of Jesus. And
so as we approach the beginning of this Lenten Season 2012 we look to Christ to continue to be that
light in our lives that leads us and guides us and nurtures us into wholeness and peace. May this
Lenten Season be filled with light, joy and peace!

Lenten Faith Sharing Groups 2012
Please consider joining a group of fellow parishioners so that you might
journey together this Lent as we walk in the Light of Christ.
Date
Sunday

Time
Location
Facilitator
4-5:30 PM 449 Tamarack PF Jim/Marilyn Scherbarth

Monday

1-2:30 PM

Parish Office

Monday

7-8:30 PM

223 Mantua PF

Mary Jane Riopelle
Mary and Gene Schmittgens

Wednesday

10-11:15 AM Room 8

Sylvia Lindecker

Wednesday

7-8:30 PM

Room 8

Derek Lindecker

Thursday

7-8:30 PM

Parish Office

Tony Pisterzi
George Stapleton

Friday

7:30-9:00 PM 78 Westwood

Joyce Hempen

Our Lenten and Holy Week schedule is as follows:
Sunday March 4
Sunday March 18
Palm Sunday April 1
Holy Thursday April 5
Good Friday

April 6

Holy Saturday April 7
Easter Sunday April 8
Stations of the Cross

Eucharistic Adoration after 10:30 liturgy
ending with Benediction at 3:00 PM
Parish Reconciliation Service 2:00 PM
5:00 PM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM
8:00 PM Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper
6:30 PM Potluck In the RE Center
12:00 Noon Stations of the Cross
3:00 PM Commemoration of the Lord's Passion
10:00 AM Easter Basket Blessing In church
8:00 PM Easter Vigil
8:30 AM 10:30 AM
Lenten Fridays 12 Noon In Church

The Cantor and the Psalm:
The responsorial Psalm follows the First Reading which is an integral part of
the Liturgy of the Word and holds great liturgical and pastoral
importance, as it fosters meditation on the word of God. The responsorial
Psalm should correspond to each reading and should, as a rule, be taken from
the Lectionary. It is preferable that the responsorial Psalm be sung. Hence the
cantor of the Psalm, sings the verses of the Psalm from the ambo (where the
First and Second Readings and Gospel are proclaimed). The entire
congregation remains seated but participates by singing the response.
Rev. Lucien Deiss in Spirit and Song of the New Liturgy states, "The
restoration of the Responsorial Psalm is one of the most profound reforms
undertaken by the new liturgy. It is important not only in the realm of singing, where it totally
transforms the status of the Gregorian gradual and thereby revives its ancient and austere beauty, but
also in the domain of God's Word, which it enriches with a new reading.
The communities who have made serious effort with the Responsorial Psalm have been able to enjoy the
psalms in a new light and have enriched their own faith by much new splendor. On the other hand, the
congregation in which the lector links the Responsorial Psalm and the reading by running one into the
other like two verses of the same poem has carried this psalm as a burden."
In order that the assembly may be able to sing the Psalm response more readily, texts of some responses
and Psalms have been chosen for the various seasons of the year or for the various categories of Saints.
These may be used in place of the text corresponding to the reading whenever the Psalm is sung. If the
Psalm for some reason cannot be sung, then it should be recited in such a way that it is particularly suited
to fostering meditation on the word of God. In the dioceses of the United States of America, songs or
hymns may not be used in place of the responsorial Psalm.
The Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions(FDLC)
CanticaNova Publications
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“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee
proclaiming the gospel of God….” - Mark 1:14
Do you ever think about how difficult it must have
been for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that John
had just been arrested for teaching the same message
that Jesus was proclaiming. It must have taken great
love and trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent
Him here on earth to do. In the same way, following a
life of stewardship takes great love and trust from
us. We must be willing to surrender completely to
God, trusting that God will always give us all that we
need to fulfill His plan for us.

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
All Fridays during Lent the NINA Council
will have their Annual Lenten Fish Fry at
St. Lawrence O'Toole's Sullivan Center
serving from 5:00pm to 7:30pm. The
menu includes fish, shrimp, green beans,
macaroni & cheese, Cole slaw, bread &
coffee at prices that range from $4.00 for
a child's portion of Mac & cheese to
$10.00 for an adult's combo platter.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women of many
traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year on the first Friday in
March. Each year, a different country serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer worship
service. For 2012, the WDP Committee of MALAYSIA developed the theme Let Justice Prevail! This year's service will be held
at TRINITY LUTERAN CHURCH on Western Avenue in Park Forest. The service will be held at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, March
2nd. All men and women are invited to attend. Refreshments will be served after the service.

St. Irenaeus Manna Program

Bʦɨ A MʋʜnɈ GɔԲ Cʋrɍ Todʋɨ!
The Manna Program provides
year-round fund raising for
Saint Irenaeus!

By using Manna gift cards, you can give
3% -30% of your everyday purchases
back to the church.

You may have heard recent
comments by Cardinal George
and other church officials about
the new guidelines for
contraception/sterilization and
health insurance companies. If
you would like to read the
cardinal's letter you can find it on
the home page of the website of
the Archdiocese of Chicago at
www.archdioceseofchicago.org.

Let’s Make A Difference—together!

Liturgical Catechesis I LENT
Each liturgical season brings its own distinctive vocabulary. The Church sets the season of Lent
distinctly apart from the rest of the liturgical year. Some differences are general, like the
abandonment of the acclamation, "Alleluia”, and the use of the color violet; some apply to the
Mass, some apply to the Liturgy of the Hours, and some occur during the RCIA rituals. All of
these changes, combined with homiletic focus, church decoration (or lack thereof), and music
selections, should make the congregation keenly aware that this season is special, and should turn
our minds to Lent's two-fold theme of “repentance” (to feel sorrow, ask forgiveness, and to
change) and “baptism”. Everything about Lent, its colors, Scripture, music, rites and liturgies,
should assist us in this self-reflection.
The most universal liturgical change during the season of Lent is the rubric that strikes the use of
"Alleluia" from any and every celebration. Both Advent and Lent share the same liturgical color,
and both omit the “Gloria” from the seasonal Masses, but only Lent forbids the use of
"Alleluia”—before the Gospel at Mass; at the Introductory Verse for Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer; in any other text, including choral music, vocal music and hymns. “Alleluia” or “Halleluyah” is of Hebrew origin, meaning "Praise Yahweh”. It occurs in Scripture, particularly in the
Psalms, and is associated with joy and festivity.
The seasonal color for Lent is violet, and any liturgies "of the season" (i.e. Sundays and weekdays
of Lent) require this color, with the exception of Laetare Sunday (the 4th Sunday of Lent) when
rose-colored vestments are traditionally worn. Laetare means “Rejoice” in Latin, and the entrance
antiphon is from Isaiah 66:10-11, which begins “Laetare, Jerusalem” or “Rejoice, O Jerusalem”.
Laetare Sunday has traditionally been viewed as a day of celebration, on which the austerity of
Lent is briefly lessened. The passage from Isaiah continues, "rejoice with joy, you that have been
in sorrow," and on Laetare Sunday, the purple vestments and altar cloths of Lent are set aside, and
rose ones are used instead. Flowers, which are normally forbidden during Lent, may be placed on
the altar. Traditionally, the organ was never played during Lent, except on Laetare Sunday. The
point of Laetare Sunday is to provide us encouragement as we progress toward the end of this
penitential season.
During Lent the altar is not to be decorated with flowers, and the use of musical instruments is
allowed only to support the singing (exceptions: Laetare Sunday, solemnities, and feasts).
Organ preludes and postludes should be conspicuously lacking from Lenten liturgies. One might
take this rubric a step further by exploring the use of a cappella music (without instrumental
accompaniment) with choirs and most particularly with the congregation. The recessional hymn is
not a part of the official liturgy, which ends with the dismissal (“The Mass is ended”…“Thanks
be to God”). Dismissal with a Closing Song sung without any accompaniment, to dissonant bell
tones, or in silence, model the stark reminder at the end of Mass that the Lenten season calls for
interior reflection and change. Here at Saint Irenaeus, to mark this special seasonal character, we
will be dismissing to dissonant bell tones throughout the season of Lent.

Mass Intentions For The Week
Monday, February 27
8:00 Mary Ann Rosenblum req by
The Meden Family
Tuesday, February 28
8:00 Val Wolff req by
Don & Judy Korte
Wednesday, February 29
8:00 Marlene Hamill req by
Bill Hamill
Thursday, March 1
St. Polycarp
8:00 Communion Service
Friday, March 2
8:00 Communion Service
Saturday, March 3
St. Katharine Drexel
5:00 Betty Markowicz req by
Bob & Dolly Mikolajczyk
Sunday, March 4
8:30 Glen Russell req by
His Family
10:30 Val Wolff req by
Frank & Eleanore Burns

The Parish Office will be happy to send you
a statement of your 2011 contributions for
tax purpose. Please call the office @ 7486891 if you would like a copy. Thank you
for your generosity last year.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, March 3

5:00 pm

Lectors
Tim Blumenthal, Sally Fortune,
Mary Jane Riopelle
Extraordinary Ministers/Eucharist
Denise Douglas, Bev Helm,
Dolly Mikolajczyk, Loren Bowns, Jim Silvia,
Terri Cardin, Richard Marvin
Cantor
Melva LeBlanc
Altar Servers
Myles Greska

Sunday, March 4 8:30 am
Lectors
Helen Silvia, Bill Seifert, Mary Schmittgens
Extraordinary Ministers/Eucharist
Walter Cooper, Gerry Berish, Marilyn Carroll,
Marilyn Olson, Dennis Condon, Judy Sopiarz,
Carol McCullough
Cantor
Faye Predny
Altar Servers
Karen Ertl, Michael Rosenquist, Kevin Headly

Sunday, March 4 10:30 am
Lectors
Marilyn Bourgeois, Stephanie Sagun,
Bill Carreras
Extraordinary Ministers/Eucharist
Rita Oganwu, Sandy Winder, Doris Foster,
Anna Selling, Roy Langer, Michelle Helson
Cantor
Lori Schwartz
Altar Servers
Michael Adami, Gary Marron, Linda Marron

FIRST WEEKEND OF THE MONTH FOOD PROJECT
March 3 & 4
Thank you for your ongoing thoughtfulness and provision for
the less fortunate. When you do your family’s shopping this
week, please remember the less fortunate who are unable to
provide for enough food to supply even their most basic needs.
Dry goods are always welcomed, as are canned fruits, meats,
soups and vegetables. Thank you for whatever you can do.

Church Stewardship
Budget

$5,100.00

February 19 Collection

$5,163.00

Weekly Budget Over

$63.00

Budget Year to Date

$173,400.00

Total Year to Date

$161.774.00

Budget Shortage TYD ($11,626.00)
Maintenance Fund Feb. 19 $679.00
Maintenance Fund YTD $20,373.00

Hotlines:
COURAGE
For single mothers and
unplanned pregnancies
708-636-8001
Catholic Charities Family Shelter
312-655-7700
Senior Services
708-596-2222
Crisis Center for South Suburbs
708-429-7233
Grief Support Center for New
Beginnings
708-985-3010
So. Sub. Family Shelter Domestic
Violence
708-335-3028
So. Sub. Council on Alcoholism
and Substance Abuse
708-647-3333

Ministry of Care & Anointing of the Sick
Please call the rectory if you, or someone you
know, is unable to join us for Eucharist. Our
ministers of care visit parishioners at home
and in the hospital or nursing home. Arrangements can be made for the celebration of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

The Sacrament
of Marriage
Couples planning to
marry must call the
rectory at least six
months prior to their
desired wedding
date. All couples
must attend a PreCana Conference.

Need prayers?
Call the St.
Irenaeus Health
Ministry Prayer
Line at 747-0974
with your requests

The
Sacrament
of Baptism
Baptisms are
celebrated
the first and
third
weekends of each
month. Parents must
attend a baptismal
preparation session prior
to securing a date for
their child’s baptism.
Please call the parish
office for further
information and/or to
sign up for a baptismal
prep session.

St. Irenaeus Ministerial Staff
Rectory Phone: 748-6891
Religious Education Center Phone:
748-7997
Rev. Terry Johnson, Pastor
Loren & Sam Bowns, Deacon couple
Michelle Helson
Coordinator of Religious Education
Ann Koranda, Director of Music Ministry
Terri Cardin, Administrative Assistance
Nancy Pfieffer, Business Manager
Web-site www.stirenaeuschurch.com
E-Mail stirenaeus@archchicago.org
Mailing address:
78 Cherry St. Park Forest, IL 60466
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am-5:00 pm,
closed from 12pm-1:00pm
Bulletin Submissions
Articles are due by 10 AM on Fridays 8 days
prior to publication date. Electronic submissions
are preferred – email to
stirenaeus@archchicago.org. Please include
“Bulletin article” in the subject line. Questions?
Call Terri Cardin at 708-748-6891 between the
hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

